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4 J II. Therefore, td inform our Flocks what & the Del 
Js 1 Primitive Church, is the beſt Method to freſcve 
0 / 

. Is Il. The preſent dd ſome follaning Treariſes degn'd for 
f. 18 Pepe TO * ' N ut N A * * 
2 V. The Matters here 110 he treated of, are the ſame 
5 = Primitive Doctrine: 205 1 defended in my Vindication of 

9. WR myſelf fromthe Charge of Popery, with the Addition of tw 
# | other Points, viz, Mixing Water with the Wine inthe Ho- 
5 Euchariſt. Aud the Practice of Chr Iſm in Confitma- 
tion. With 4 Declaration of my Deſire, that we ſhould re- 
fore all the Univerſal Cuſtoms of the Church as they mere at 
8 the Time of the Cnnci of Nie. © ib 
V. This the beſt Method to introduce Catholick Unity in the 
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XXI. And alſo in an Act ef Parliament. 
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The Conrikrs e 7 | 


; 1 0 ljection concerning Kings being Avrſing Fahers of 2 
Church, bonſider d. 

9 III. T be 25 $ Encroachments o on the 2 x Creates 5 
ſettin ie the Regale to ſuch an Height in the Reign 1 
King Henry VIII. 


6 IV. 4 uery put at that Time 2 the Regal Aube F 6 
rity in Spiritual eit. And hom * pas chen different | 
anſwered, 


6V. Another | Query a the ſme 1. le 
6 VI. _ is the B eginning of Thoſe Principles m now = 


Eraſtia | 8 
6 VII. Ori the Head of the Church; therefore all _ | 
Power 7 7 derived. from him. 
y vin. Chriſt committed no Part of thi Power to the Meg 
ate, but to his Apoſiles and their Succeſſors. , 
This Power not imply d in the vil Magiftrate's Se 5 


emacy. 3 
8 11 ene Head of the Church, a new Title never 7 . 
any Prince beſore King Hen. TIE 1. + 14 

8 Kl. Wa Power he aſſum d by vertue of this Tile. 13 
XII. He ſeem'd to think Biſhops but his Depnties, even in 
Spit itual Matters, but was not fully ſatisfy'd in that Point. 1 i 
9 XIII. Aud never dur take upon bin to conſecrate a Biſhop. | 
18 


6 XIV. This Title only given to bins and his Son, King Ed- 
ward VI. and yon 655 Parliament in the next Reign, nor 
ever after reſtored. 19 

6 6 XV. Strange "therefore that any, eſpecially cler; E 

uld now give our Kings this Title. | 21 
$ XVI. Kings have, however, a Croil Authority over Spinal & 
| Perſons. 1 

XVII. And in Cuil Sanitions nnen de Sirina Carer: 2h 3 

"6 XVII. This the Right of all Princes, whether Heathen A 3 
griin | 


TOR 28 
9 XIX. Appeals from the Archbiſhop 10 the King, 4s uſed - 
57 5 conſider d. 


this. R | 
58 7 Independenc of the Church, as to pure Spiritual | 
Matters, aſſerted by the Homilies. 
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ks i o the Jame Cauſe, and 6 babe mage. with the 

other. a7, 16 

6 XXII. 80 Gil: Magifrat ane ive or take — 4 
iritua 

XXIV. The Ki naming or recommending 4 7 Perſoi WS, 

4 conſecrated a Biſhop, does not give ſuch an one R 


NV e Biſho fl 4. be King, 
X And our: fs tho 0-neminate 
- 2, receive their Spiritual 2 rom Senior 1 1 


- Jo have the ſame Power which. te dpoftles and Primitive 

Biſhops had. 45 
8 XXVI. Therefore, 47 the cini dale. dee at give 

this Power, ſo neither can he take it away. © 47 
0 XXVII. The Biſhop has no 1 Superior in bir _ 


Line or Diſtrict, as is proved ſrom Scripture, 

ity of the Biſhop neceſſary : 
X - preſerve the Unit of the Body of Chriſt. L 55 
XXIX. And-wnleſs t bis Uniry be preſerv'd, all Gifs and 
| «+ Graces are nothing worth, as S. Paul teaches. . 57 
. XXX. For, l of this Unity makes 4 Schiſes, and 
deſtroys the : Band" of Charity : And the People had no 
| Power to de ret Biſhop, or put another in his Place. 

L ither had the Civil Magiſtrate any ſuch Power. Ib. 

= 9 XXXIH. Neither did the Biſhop's Non-Reſidence, or Neceſ- 
1 " ſary Abſence, deprive him of his. Authority.over his Flock, 60 
285. XXXIl!. Nor the Gvil Magiftrate's' Prohibition. . 611 
85. XXX1V. The Intruders into another Biſhop's Diftrift mere 


4 Schiſmaticks; thoug h ſupported. by:the Civil Megifrate. 62 


. XXXV. Al this prov'd from K bang Belle. 
S XXXVI. Dr  Hedy' s Notion about Deprivations by1 
== fiſtible Force, contrary to &. Paul's Doctrine. 

86 XXXVII. His M iſrepreſentation of the Novatian and Do- 
XF natiſt Schiſint. 68 


. F 6 XXXVIII. 4. Account of the Novatian Schiſm from 


S Cyprian and others living at that Time. 104d; 

XXXIX. An Account of rhe Donatiſt Schiſms from 975 
temporary Authors. 

XL. No Irreſiſtible Force can be gſed to depoſe a 2670.95 

6 xLy The Caſe of Abiathar ſaid to have been depos'd As 
omon. 

XLII. That Caſe conſider 4. 75 

6 XLII.. An Anſwer to ſeveral Queries. - 1, Whether 5 


A 3. appointed 


1 - Thi Coxnrtants. I, 
r or bis r left ary Rule = ſacred Writings 


for the 


AI. 2 übe the Tudgh ' and Dae „Be by 


Provincial Synods, was not in the Begin « mere Prodens 

tial, and no Divine, Inſtitution ? 80 

* mr t cbri- 
lip Layers co idde Cay of Biſbops as 3 255 a 


VI. grate Criſtian E mperors, whey : 
Jaw Rea ie of Canſes of Biſhops, SS 
ten in —— from the firſt Provincial Plan? | 
6 XLVII. 5. Did not the rep Gratian order, by his Gd 
Anthority, that Damaſus, o Rome, aud. any five: | 6 


ar ſeven Biſhops wich him, be ſufficient ro depufe 9 


ET 6. Wes the Church. of Englund Schiſmatick 3 | 
[ITE Elizabeth, Then ſhe, in lune deprived 8 = | 
ra 3 


6 AN . ; Schifm renders the Ae dees of all 54 " | 
nifterial Offices ineffeflual ; and if the a4 fel a of more 
than one to a See, males 4 Sebiſns ſaid for the | 
EN of the Fand and. 2 of 4 whole Weſtern | 

6 L. 8. There was 4 Sabi iſm kept * in the Weſtern Church 4 
70 Tears. Were the People bf this Time, and fince, depri- 
ved of all Benefit of Divine Ordinances? _ 106 

II. LIL ee e eee what has been proved. | 


9s 114, to 122 "= 
6 LMI. The Clergy are natproud and ambitions for r fn; 4 U 
this Independency of the Church ; tus oo they do not do ii, t 
are unſaubjul to their 81 * 122 1 
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SoppeRtions: For if the Doctrine 


then is Popery the] true! Religion; becauſe, 
(4) as Tertullian ſays, That is Truth which is 
7 ; That is falſe which is after. (6 ) That is the 

ner which 15 former; that is the former mhich 
zs from the Beginning; that is from the Beginning 
which is fromthe Apoſtles. Agreeablę * of the 
Prophet; fe) Thur faith the Lord, Stand ye in the 
Wai und fee, und k for the OH 
44% the | 1 414 "ay; "and walk therein 


ftianih; ant" not a moſt. corrupt Religion, as | 


we haye held it to be ever fince the Reforma: 


tion. We ſhovld'rhen, for this Reaſon, rake | | 


great Care not to give. the Nate of Popery to 
that which is Primitive foraſmucli as what is 
y Primitive i; and muſt be the Truth, 


whereas by Popery'we underſtand” C orruption 3 
wid and Error leRtiwe' of Le great rp prone to the 
aries of Net £3 _— 1g roved ſome 
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Catholick and Apoſtolical, may thence take 
Occaſion to perſuade thoſe WhO have not Op- 
portunities and Abilities to examine the Records 
of the ancient Church (which are much the 
greateſt Number of Men) that -even their feal 
Errors and Corruptioms are as Ancient, Catho- 
lick and Apoſtolical as rheſe:” Thus, for In- 
ſtance, The Iadependency of the Church upon the 
State, as to its pure Spiritual Powers, is a Do- 
ctrine which ſome have been pleaſed to charge 
as Popiſh. Now this being (as I truſt T ſhall be 
able to prove) moſt certainly and evidently a 
true Chriſtian Doctrine, may not a 'Romiſþ 
Emiſſary make great Advantage from ſuch an 
unjuſt Charge? Vou ſeo here; ſays ſuch an one 
to an honeſt well-meaning Perſon; how your 
Teachers impoſe upon. you, ànd affright you 
* with a mere Bug bear Word. They have 
trained you up to be afraid of the Name Po- 
5. pezy, but if you come to examine what they 
mean by that Word, it is plain they only un- 
der ſtand ſomething which they do not like, and 
S which therefore they would not have you like; 
mot that che Thing is, in itſelf, corrupt and 
erroneous, but they have ſome Ends to ſerve 
by malang ydu think it is. They tell you, ſor 
Inſtance, That to believe the Church has - any 
Powers independent on the State, is Poptry: Up- 
on which you immediately conclude, that it 
is an abommabie, wicked Doctrine, and re- 
ect it without farther Examination. But now 
I will ſnew you that this is the Doctrine 
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* Others. 
lately charged as Pop 


veral Points. He has not Time or Opportunity 


iv The kenden. 
* of Chriſt, of his Apoſtles, and of the whole 
© Chriſtian Church downwards: And accord» 

ingly plainly ſhews and oonvinces the Man that 

the Thing is ſo. And having ſo convinced him, 
which may very caſily be done even from the 

Scriptures themſelves, he then proceeds and 

: Lou fee now how your Guides deceive 

vou, they have bred you up from your In - 

faney to an Abharrence of the Name Poprej, 

and now you ſee What they cal) Popery is uo 
other than Chr iſtianity itſolf, the very Doctrine 
of Cbriſ and hi — 1 23 ſhewed 

6 you this in 9 Peint, I Will now:ſhew'it vou 

Thea he proceeds to other Pomts 


ib, and ſhews them alſo 
to be the Doctrine of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles 
and then ſays; N {ll you. av me, 10 Galle 
wo have fo detuiuei on no V 
What ſhalla plain — do in this Caſe? 
He figds his ow] Guides have deceived him; 
this Row/ſb Emiſſary: has undeceived him im fe⸗ 


to examine all the Particulars of the Rows 
Religion, but canſiders that ir is not proper to 
truſt thoſe any longer with the Care of his Soul, 
who have ſo evidently impoſed upon his Un: 
er ſtanding: And thas i il de better for 

m to be Suden by the Man that has undeeci- 
Wan in ſo man) Partieulars. Hereupon he 
gives himſelf up to the Guidanos of this cunning 


Emvlary, who, by this Means draws him in 


W to che * and 
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being ſo reconciled, be then gmbreces all their 
men Doctrines without larther ! 
nation. This ia the natural Effect of giving the 

Neo. Popery to ſuch DoAriges as ate not Frau 
777 e he Do 
* primitive Church. 
1 H. Whereas on the other. 
rightly and truly inform our People what are the 
Dodrines of the realy Primitive Church, would 
the Governors. fs Church reſtore thoſe Fart 
of the firſt reform'd. Licurgy, in Kiog Edward 
the lor 8 gn Fry d chiefly 
resb 


terians, who. neve 
. to eg 


. all which Ti 

C 
it yo be Toned e 15 
in its greateſt Purity: Would ve, in de 
mons and Diſecuries, ſhew. the | 
'what we ge, _ 
arg Frog La, c 
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"ticles. to the Af les Creed. of which k have. 
oe: an Account'in'my Vindication; Would we 
inform the Flocks corhinitted to our Char 5 
Wat l is, and what is ru, D Primitive 
invite, we ſhould certainly deprive the ek 
. of many Advanizg they now. lade 
of ſeduciog People to their Communion; | | 
III. In oer — 2 glye People tight 
 Notions' f thele' as far as lies in tne 
5 wk 0 tlie Rh 1 E55 ries of the Advan- 
they ma from, lee Peoples calling 
tels Things” *Pbp3fh whil al realty” are not fo ; 
ſince the g Pee e Nane of Paper) to "that 
Which is truly Chriſtian 855 Primitive, may 
ſo natutally give” thoſe 1 an Han- 
die to repreſegt uch Guides as Deteivers 
and chereby to ſeduee Well meaning, be 
vhwary TFetſond to their Abafttinably corrupt 
Reſig ion; a5 Thave „in my Vindication, ſhewed 
> World; Roche Creek) mr öpe Pias, What 
are the corrupt 'DoArinies i che Romiſb Com- 
ion, aijd alſo Rat fore! DbArin Bbctrines of Pyi. 
mitive Chriſtizmny , 2 Wwhich "Rave lately been 
bo eaded for,” are not e Javouring of 
7y, as ſome wotild miſrepreſent them to be; 
Gall now, in farther Profecurion of the fame 
r' thoſe *DoQtines, more 
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ful prove t 7 be Pritvicive and 1 Chritian: 
| fe the VUfefnef'ef + 3 Fond, how all che 
People may pe trzined up gc che Knowledge 


and Underſtanding, of them, Aud checeby be 
che better ſecured from che Zübtlety of Rowiſh | 
Emiflaries. | (IV. 
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IV. I ſhall take them in their Order as they 
a WT in a) my Vindication, 3 
two more Par ticulars ay Lam ſenſib 

of Soul Anti be of 17 . with, the 
others: W The mixing jt ater 
with the Wi ine in the PR 5 of the Holy. Ea 
chariſt: And, odly, The Praffitaof Choi + is 
K onfirmation, And if any other * 
{if 9 of or pate | in our Church, ſho 
e found to be el Apiquiy od and Univer- 
fality, I e it — * hearry Deſite t 
they alſo may be jeſiored be Fot Lam well aflu- 
432 that from the Beginn ing of the Goſpel, of' 
Chriſt, to Be Time of the Council of Nice, and 
826 after, duriog the the: Fourth — the 
Carholick Ce 0 over the World, Warp 
red i in one Holy BoArine; Diſcipline ; and Man- 
ner of Worſhip; It. is certain that the biſhops, 
who met in that celebrated Council, came ſrem 
all the know] Parts of the Chriſtian World, 
and were all entitely of the ſame Communion: 
For although there were Haas r three Ariana 
who differed from the reſt in the Senſe of an 
Article of Faith, yet neither then nor after Ooes 
jr appear that they differed'in. their Manner of 
- Worſhip ; nor, till the Church thought fit to 
expell them for their Heretical Pravity, did 
they innovate any thing in the Publick Offices, 
Indeed, d. i theſe firſt Agen *r was ſome 
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Difference ae the — nd [ſome aber 
Chriftion Churches, about the' Day 'whereon 
*Eefter ſhould be e kept ; but even that Difference 
was adjuſted b - this C , and all were 
Lr to an Uniform Practice alſo in that 
The PraQtice of the Church thereſore 


beſt fitted to be the Standard for every R 


mation of the Church. And when 1 confider 
what was done by our Reformers in OF 


©. 


Liturgy of King Edward VI, I am fully 
rv. they intended to matte the firſt t eren 
four Centuries the only Pattern for themſelves, 
and purpoſed to reform all the e Do- 
Arines and Practices of the Rowan Church by 
1 them agreeable to the Practice of 
But were induced afterwards (as We ö 
jv Reaſon to believe) upun Political Reaſons, 
ind Pit — thoſe agcient Doctrines 
gratify Calvin, Bucer, and other 
ks inorder toſecyrea Party 
| Bur chat Party abroad, inſtead of al- 
and defending our Church, which had 
ielded fo much to gratify it, and gain its good 
il, on the contrary raiſed ſuch a Party at 
home againſt our Conſtitution, both in Church 
and State, as once prevailed ſo far as fo over- 


Fore: 
abroa 


turn both, and have ever ſince been as Thorns 9 


in our Sides, __ Snare unto us. 
CV. Since we have ſeen-and-experien- | 
ced the Folly. of deviating fo far from the Pri- 
mitive . to gain thoſe who cannot be * 
7 


— 
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any thing but the utter Extirpation of Epi. 
2 and Liturgy, and all that is not accord- 
ing to their own Novel Fancies, why ſhould: 
we not entirely reſtore our Liturgy to the Pri. 
mitive Standard, and revive thoſe Uſages which 
they had any Thoughts of gratifying the Calvi. 
niax Party ? Which has beei'ſo far from being 
ained by thoſe unwary Conceffions, that it 
as only given them an Opportunity to do us 
the greateſt Miſchief. But by returning to 
thoſe Uſages, we ſhall plainly lead the Van for 
the Introduction of Catholiek Unity into the 
Church of Chriſt: For we ſhall then want no- 
thing (as we now moſt cerrainly'do) that is 
agreeable to the Practice of the Primitive 
Church, when a Catholick Uniformity was uni- 
verſally preſerved. Whilſt theſe Doctrines 
and Uſages I am now pleading for. were oh- 
ſerved, the Church-Univerſal- was united in 
== the ſame Faith, Diſcipline and Worſhip, The 
2 laying chem alide has beep the Cauſe of 


= our Diſ-unien. - The only Means to remove 


XF this Diſ- union, is by every Church's returning 
XZ toa cloſer Union with the Primitive Church in 
Doctrine, Diſcipline and Worſhip: For as the 
Church never was ſo ſtrictly aud firmly united 
as. in the Primitive Times, and particularly a- 
bout che Time when the Council of Nice was 
celebrated, becauſe whatever,Diflerences might 
then be between-particular Churches about faſt- 
dug upon the Saterdey, ot any other indifferent 

Rite or Cuſtom, yet this made no Difference 


o 
4 1 
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between them as to Faith, Diſcipline and Wor- 
ſhip; that was one and the ſame in all Places: 
So if ever the Church be as firmly united again, 
it muſt be upon the ſame Principles and Pra- 
ctices. The Church never was united bit upon 
the Principles and Uſages which obtained at 
the Time of the Micene Council: And we have 
therefore good Reaſon to believe that it never 
can he united, hut upon thoſe Principles and 
Uſages. That Church then which ſhall firſt 
reſtore all thoſe Principles and Uſages, may be 
juſtly ſaid to lead the Way to Catholick Union. 
And this is the en IL cannot forbear to 
plead ſo earneſtly in Behalf of theſe Primitive 
Doctrines, and am ſo deſirous to ſee them revi- 

ved amongſt us, if poſſible. 515 


wo 


4 POSTSCRIPT 6s 
W Hereas, in the Second Edition of a Book called, An 
Account of C hurch-· Government, &c. which I publiſh'd 
in the Year 1710. 1 have, Page 38, Cr. charged the Non- 
Jurors with Conventicling and Shiſm; | do here, in the 
Face of the World, recall that Charge, Retrating( as 1 
then declared 7 ſhould be ready to do upon better Information) 
whatever I have there, or any where elſe, laid down or 
aſſerted in Oppoſition to my preſent Practice, or in Vindi- 
cation of that Compliance to which I then thought it n 
Duty to ſubmit: Referring all thoſe who have been miſgui- 
ded by the Erroneous Arguments made uſe of upon that Oe 
caſion to this ſmall Treatiſe of the Independency of the Church; 
and another | lately publiſh'd, entituled, Dr. Benner's Con- 
ceſſions to the Non-jurors, &c. Lond. 1717. In which me 2 
will find the Reafons and Grounds of that Accuſation f . : 
ficiently anſwered and confuted, and the Non-purors' vin- 
dicated. from the Imputation of Schiſm. And to this End, 
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1 earneſtly iytreat. them to give em boch an impartial 
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1 Tr the jyce Sj (a) to p bliſh 
SAT WEI the Golpel. f Chriſt, ud there 


2) (nn | to 5 70 Converts fo 45 Reli ion 
. BY 


(b) t6 admit ſuch Convert. int 4 
1 Church wh tiſm; ( (Cc) 10 ims 
Hands vn 5.15 for. theit Rex J 
Tr 17 the Hely Gli 5 which we call by the Nine o 
fir mation; (d) te ordain Biſhps,” or other mferi 
ere, in every City or other Place, as there hall. be 
. jon, to feed and ware over the Flocks committed. 10 
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CITY «113-4 GT 202 
(a) Matth. xxvili. 19. Mar. rvi. 4641 . Je "4 a bh i 16 3s 
(bi Maub. x&viii. 20. Mar. xVi. 16. Add. ii. 28. 2 (83 
(c) Af, viii. 17. and xix. 6. Hebr. vi. 2. 7 ' 


(4) Ad. vi. 376. and xxx. 22 1 Tim. L 14. incl, & Talk if 
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2 The Independency of the 
their Charge; (e) to require the People to receive and 
obey the Spiritual Guides thus ſet over them; (f) to give fi 
them 4 fl fiene Maintenance; (g) and to account of th 
the m as the Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the My- bi 
ſteries of God; (h) to keep ſtedfaſtly in the Communion br 
of their Rightful Paſtors, to aſſemble with them for Reli- ni 
gious Worſhip to offer up Prayers and Praiſes to God, and Mi 
to receive from their Hands the Holy Communion of the ro 
Body aud Blood of Chriſt ; (i) to excommunicate er re- ¶ m. 
pell notorious Offenders from the Communion of the Church, WC! 
and to re- admit them again upon due Teſtimonies of Re- WA 
pentance. Theſe are plainly the Spiritual Powers of ad 
the Church; and it is evident from the Scriptures, Mpc 
that Chriſt committed all this Power to his A poſtles ; Man 
that they likewiſe committed the ſame Power to o- Nu 
thers whom they ſet over the ſeveral Churches which n 
they founded in the ſeveral Parts of the World, with 1 t 
Authority to continue this Succeſſion of faithful Pa- ic 
ſtors throughout all Ages; and this without any Ap- i 


» . * 35 1 | 
plication to the Roman Emperor, or any other Civil t 


Magiſtrate what ſoe ver, for his farther Commiſſion to 
guth rize or empower them to do theſe Things. 
Nay, the Civil Magiſtrate frequently impeded them: 
in the Exerciſe of theſe Powers; and it was ſoon a 
made Death by the Imperial Laws to exerciſe or obey 
any ſuch Powers, that is, to be either a Chriſtian Prieſt 
or Laick ; and theſe Laws continu'd in Force againſt . 
them (only as they were for ſome ſhort Intervals: 
ſuſpended, or the Non-Execution of them connived . 
at) for three hundred Years: In which Space Chri- 
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(e) Phil. ii. 29. 1 Tbeſſ. v. 12,13. 1 Tim. v. 17. Heby .xiii. 7, 12. 
(f) 1 Cor. ix. 6, 7,8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Gal. vii. 6, 7, 8, 
* 10. 1 Tim. V. 17. 18. | | 5. 

(h) Act. ii. 42. and xi. 26. 1 Cor. x. 16. and xi. 20. Hebre o 
(i) i Cote v. 3, 4, 35. 2 Car. il. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 
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Church upon the State, &c. 8 
ſtians endured ten very ſevere Perſecutions. Yet all 
pf WE chat time the Church not only continu'd to. exiſt, 
y- but wonderfully increas'd every Day, till at laſt K 
n brought both Emperor and Empire into its Commu- 
;- Inion, and obtain'd the Protection of the State. But 
„did this transferr any of theſe Powers to the Empe- 
be ror, or any Civil Magiſtrate whatſoever ? By no 

e- means. The Emperor or Sovereign, by becoming 
, Chriſtian, did not acquire any Spiritual Power or 
de- Authority; he could neither preach the Word, nor 
of Wd miniſter Sacraments, nor commiſſion any Perſon to 
es, ¶ perform thoſe Offices, who had not before derived 
s n Authority from Chriſt, or according to his Iaſti- 
o-ution in that Caſe. The Emperors were admitted 
ich Mato the Church, by no other Means, nor on any 
ith ther Conditions, than other Men: Their Admiſ- 
pa- oon, like that of all others, was by Baptiſm, admi- 
p- iſtred to them exactly in the ſame Form as to all 
rich chers; conſequently they could acquire no more 
1 toß piritual Rights or Privileges by it, than any o- 
er Men. They were thereby, indeed, made Spi- 
em rual Sons of the Church, but by no means Spiritual 
von thers: That is a Power to be acquired no other= 


bey ie than by Ordination. 1— 
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inſt II. It has been objected by ſome (weakly enough) 
vals at the Scripture itſelf (&) tells us, That Kings and 
di rent ſhall be the Nurſing- Fathers and Mothers of the 
ri- urch. From whence they would inferr, - that 

Pery Chriſtian King and Queen is a Spiritual Father 
ad Mother. But after all, there is no ſuch Words 
oy I Father or Mother in this Text, except in our Eng- 

W/- Tranſlation ; and there it is far from meaning 
Phat ſome heedlefly and unwarily would gather 
Hebr. om it. For the Tranſlators fairly tell us in the 


2 
—— 


(e Ia, xlix. 22. | 
B 2 Margin 


4 The dependency of the 


Margin of the Bible, that 5. Word which they 
tranſlate Nur ſing- Fathers, in the Hebrew, or Original, Wi 
is no more ha Nouriſbers; and they might alſo 
have told us, that the Word which they tranſlate i 

Nur ſi mg- Mothers, ſignifies only Nurſes giving Suck; 
and fo all other Tranſlations, but ours, have rendred 2 
both theſe Words. So that thoſe who would build 
any thing of a Spiritual Fatherhood or Motherhood iſ 
from this Text, have nothing but a meer Angliciſm 
on which they can lay their Foundation. But read 
the whole Text, and the Matter will be yet more F 
clear. Kings ſhall be thy Nurſing- Fathers, and their 
Queens thy Nurſing- Mothers : They ſball- bow to thee i" 
mith their Face towards the Earth, —— lick up the cba — 
of thy Feet. What can be plainer from hence, than i 4 3 
that Kings and Queens, like true Nonriſhers and 
Cheriſhers, ſhould protect and defend the Church 
from all outward Wrong and Violence, and hond 9 
bow down before the Guides and Governors of ir 
to receive the Word and Sacrameats at their 
Hands, and to ſubmit to the Doctrine and Diſcipline A 
of Chriſt, as miniſtred by them? And ought not 
all Chriſtian Kiags and Princes to do this? Nay, have 3 

not all godly Princes acked in this manner? 1 


ot 


$ In. However, the Pope, the grand Corrapter 5 
of Chriſtianity, taking upon him, under Pretence 
of maintaining the Independency of the Tomal 
to exempt ſome Cauſes, and ſome Perſons, from all 
Civil Subjection to their Princes, gave the Princes 
a juſt Occaſion to reject this uſurped Power: Andi 

at the Reformation, when divers Princes and States, 
and ours among the reſt, not able to bear theſe} 9 
Uſurpations and Encroachments, found it neceſ- 
ſary to ſhake off the Pa pal Yoke, gave Occaſion to 
many Controverſies on this Subject, and many Books 1 | 
were written, and Laws made concerning this Mat- 
ter. And becauſe the row had ſtrained the Matter 
oO 


" Chinch' upon Ks Shs We 5 
too high on the Church ſide, thoſe who wrote of 


the other ſide, thought it impoſſible to carry Mat- 
ters too high that way. Hereupon, when theſe 


ſo 2 Aa were debated here in the Reign of King 
e enn VIII. ſome ſtrange and particular Notions 
„ere then firſt advanced; of which an Account is 
d iven us by Biſhop ner in the firſt Volume (1) of 


pis Hiſtory WT the ob factory FL | 
1 $ IV. Here the Queſtion was pot in this Man- 
er, Whether the Apoſtles lacking a higher Power, as in 
ot having 4 Chriſtian King among them, made Biſhops 
Wy that Neceſſity, or by Authority given by God? Arch- 
i hop Cranmer gave a long Anſwer to this, which 
Mould be tedious to recite here. But the Subſtance 
4 214 is, That all Biſhops, Parſons, Vicars, and ſuch other 
1 Jets, are to be appointed to their ſeveral Offices by the 
ce, in ſuch Manner as Civil Officers are, ad; that 
ey have no Power or Grays. in Spiritual Matters, 
: what they receive from the Prince: That the Apo- 


f es and Biſhops rh the Primitive Church exerciſed this 
ine ver en through Nec reſſuy, as being choſen by the People 
= 4. Purpoſe, becauſe there was then no "Chriſtian. 


ne. An Opinion for which he could not pro- 
e the leaſt Authority from Scripture 3 nor did he 
tend to give any. But he khew it would be 
vy agreeable to the Humour of that arbitrary 
ace, whoſe Pleaſure ſeems generally to have had 


1 1 great Influence on the Principles of this Prelate. 
141 t I find no other Biſhop or Divine came entirely 


to this Opinion, except the Biſhop of S. David s, 


WO o declared, That becaiiſe they lacked” a Chriſtian 

bon ace, by that MNeceſſiry they ordained other Biſhops. 

0 edel thers, who could not come up to this Opinion en- 
* ; mon when A Op had l OS Thas the 1201 mids: 
n to % <A — v:- 34548 5 34511 IBS 
woe 3 | 1) ColleBion if Records, Book ul. Ninn, * 21. uſt 9 . 
Mat- 
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6 The Independensy. of the ; 
Biſhops, and Prieſts by Authority given unto them of 
Chriſt; yet, to mitigate the Matter, put ina Suppo- 
fition ot their own, without pretending any other 
Ground for it, That they ſuppoled they ought to have 
asked. Licence of their Chriſt ian Governors, if then there wu 
bad been any. But others plainly faid, That the Apo» WF? 
Ples wee Prieſts by their own Power given them by God, i © 
and that they had no nted of any other Power. And if 
the Power was given them by God, as all the reſt alſo 
confeſs'd, except the Archbiſhop of Canterbury and 
the Biſhop of S. David's, they could have no need of 
any other Power: For certainly 20 Human Power can 
be needful to confirm or corroborate a Power given 
by God. BIA . 
SV. The next Queſtion but one is put in theſe 
Words, Whether a Biſhop hath Authority to make a Prieſt © 
by Scripture, or no? And whether any other but only 4 c 
Biſhop may make a. Prieſt ? Archbiſhop Cranmer an 
ſwers as before, 4 B:ſhop may make a Prieſt by the Scri- * 
pture, and ſo may Princes and Governors alſo, and tha: | 
by the Authority of God committed to them, and the Peo- 1 
ple alſo by their Election: For as we read, That Biſbopi 
have done it, and the People, before Chriftian Princes, 
were, did commonly elect their Biſhops and Prieſts. It 
ſeems, this great Man could not diſtinguiſh between 
Nominating or Electing, and Making or Ordaining T4 
Biſhop or Prieſt. But, ſure, every Body elſe muſt ſee 
the Difference. A General of an Army, for Inſtance, 
has a Friend whom he is willing to oblige in any Re- 
ueſt, or whom perhaps for ſome particular Rea- 
ons he dares not diſoblige; this Perſon recommends. 
one to him to be made an Officer in the Army, and. 
accordingly the General gives that Perſon a Commiſ- n. 
ſion; will any one fay that it was the Recommen- r: 
dation or Nomination made that Perſon an Officer, 
and not the Commiſſion? Whereas had he been re- 
commended or nominated ten thouſand times over, 
Ley e 6 yer 
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Church upon the State, Kc. 7 
yet without the GeneraPs Commiſſion he could have 
had no Command in the Army. So alfo Princes have 
generally had ſuch an Influence over the Biſhops that 
have been their Subjects, that they have not dared 
o refuſe to conſecrate or ordain ſuch as they have 
nominated to them; but ſtill it was not the Nomina- 
tion made thoſe Perſons Prieſts or Biſhops, but the 

Conſecration or Ordination. And where the Biſhops 
have refuſed the Perſon ſo nominated, which has 
ſometimes happen'd, the Nomination has been of no 
Service to him; it has been found that could not 
make him either Biſhop or Prieſt. But this Learned 

WA rchbiſhop (for ſo undoubtedly he was, however 
J this and many other Inſtances his Judgment ſeems' 
o have been byaſſed by his King) pretends it may 


eme Sin unto the Houſe of Jeroboam, even to cut it 
and deftroy it from off the Face of the Earth. He 
ds, he People alſo may do it by their Election. And 
. = 


een ere is indeed one Inſtance (n) of the People's elect- 


Re- e, Look ye out ſeven Men of honeſt Report, full of the 
71 Ghoſt and Wiſdom. And what follows? Do they 
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Deacons, but reſerved the Making, Appointing, or 


3 The Indepentlenq of the 

E may appoint over this Bufmeſs. And accordingly. 
they choſe ſeven according to the Apoſtles Direction, 
whom they ſep before the Apoſtles: Ard when they 
had prayed, they, the Apoſtles, laid their Hands on 
ther, So that here is a plain Difference between 
Chooſing or Nominating, and Making or Ordaining 

a Miniſter, © The Apoſtles gave the People Leave to 
nominate or chooſe fit Perſons to be Miniſters or 


Qrdaining them to that Officeentirely to themſelves. 
And it was plainly not the Election, but the Ordi- WR 
nation, or Appointment by Impoſition of Hands, that 
made them Deacons. Had they been only elected 
hy the People, and not appointed or ordained by the 
Apoſtles, they bad been nd Miniſters of the Church. 
Aad Archbiſhop Cranmer himſelf. was inconfiſtent' Wl 
with the Qpinion which he gave in this Anſwer; for Wl 
in another Anſwer of his to this ſame Queſtion given 
fs by (o) Strype, he ſays, We read not, that any other, 
hot being a Biſhop, hath ſince the Beginning of Chriſt's i 
Church ordained a Prieſt. * However, the Biſhop of 
S. David's thought fit te ſay upon this Occaſion, That 
Biſhops have no Authority to make Prieſts, without they A 
be authorized of the Chriſtian Prince. But in this he 
was ſingular; far the others, all of them, did ſay, that 
Fiſhops be author.zed,of God to make Prieſts. Some of 
them indeed did add, That they cannot uſe this Autho- 
rity, without their Chriſtian Prince does permit them; 
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' $ VI. Row this þeing the maß material Point 
with relation to the Iadependency of the church upon 54 
the Statę, viz. Whether Biſhops, who are the chief Go- bi. 

vergers of the Church, derivę their Authority from God, 
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Church: upon the State, &c. 4 
er from the Chriſtian Prince ? I could not but think it 
proper to be very particular in this Matter. And 
the Reign of King Henry VIII. being, Lam perſuaded, 
the firſt time this was made a Queſtion, I judged it 
convenient to give an Account how the Queſtion 
was then prapoſed, and what Anſwers were made 
to it. But as the Anſwers were then various, and 
contrary to one another, ſo have the Opinions been 
ever ſince: That is, there has ever ſince been a 
Party, who have eſpouſed the Opinions then given 
by Archbiſhop Cranmer ang Biſhop Barlow, (though 
it is evident Cranmer did not always hold that Opi- 
nion) who, from Thomas Eraſtus, a Dutch Phyſician, 
(whol think was the firſt that wrote a Book on pur- 
poſe to pretend to prove it) have been called Era- 
ſtians : Who has ſince been followed by Prynne and 
Hobbs, and the Author of the Book falſly called The 
Rights of the Chriſtian Church, and many others. But 
it is not my Purpoſe at this time to examine the 
Arguments theſe Men, or any of their Followers, 
have brought to prove their Opinion in this Caſe: I 
think it will be ſufficient to ſnew, that it is directly 
contrary ta the Scriptures ; and then every one that 

elieves the Scriptures, muſt ſee, that whatever Ar- 


guments they have, or can produce, muſt be falſe 
an - oo = 


* 
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S VII. The Scriptures teach us, (y) that Chiſt 
is the Head of the Body, the Church. Conſequently, 
whoever has any Power in that Body, muſt derive it 
from him. For no Man can challenge a Power in a 
Body, Society, or Corporation of Men, but he who 
derives it from the Head of that Corporation. And 
Chriſt tells us, (q) that all Power is given unto. bins 
both in Heaven and in Earth, that is, all Spiritual 
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(9) Mattb. xxviii. 18. 
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(p) Col. is 18. 
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JO The Indepencency of the 
Power, all Power relating to his Spiritual Body the 

Church, as S. Paul explains it, who tells us, (x) That 
God put all things under his Feet, and gave him to be the 
Head over all things to the Church. For as to Tempo- 
ral Power, our Saviour expreſly difclaim'd it, when 
he ſaid, (y) Who made me a Fudge or a Divider over 


you? Though he had before declared (2) all things to 


bave been deliver d to him of the Father. And again, 
a little before his Death, he denied all Pretenſions 
to Temporal Power, ſaying to Pilate, (a) My King- 


dom is not of this World. He did not ſay, My Ring- 


dom is not in this World : For his Church which is 
here on Earth, is his Kingdom, but not of this World, 
becauſe it is govern'd in another Manner than the 
Kingdoms of the World are, and' its Rewards and 
Punifhments are to be diſtributed in another Place. 
Fheretore, as he is a King, and in this World too, 
with regard to his Church, and as all Power in that 
reſpect is committed to him, therefore all Spiritual 
or Church-Power muſt be derived from him : For 
if any one can have a Spiritual Power not derived 
from him, then has not Chriſt All Spiritual Power. 
But he has All; therefore whoever has any, muſt 
have it from him. We have then nothing more to 
de, but to enquire to whom he committed this 
Power. VVV'P IPD: jt 

$ VIII. It is certain, he committed it not to the 
Magiſtrate : For there was no Magiſtrate at that 


time, that would or did receive and acknowledge 


Cirift, but all generally oppoſed him. Neither did 
he commit it to the People, or to his Diſciples in 
general; for though (b) as many as received him, to 
them gave be Power to become the Sons of God, yet he 
did not make all (c) his Miniſters and Stewards of his 


iu. 


" (x) Epb. i. 22. (y) Luk. Xii. 14. ( 2) Luk. x. 22, 
(2) Fob. xviii. 36. (b) Job. j. 12. (c) 1 Cor. iv. i. 


Myſteries, 


Church upon the State, Kc. 11 
Myſteries. (d) But he ſet only ſome in the Church to 
be firſt Apoſtles, ſecond arily Prophets, thirdly Teachers, &c. 
whereas had he equally commiſſion'd al his Diſei- 
ples, then ail would have been Apoſtles, all Prophets, 
&c. That is, as S. Paul obſerves, (e) All would have 
been one Member : And where then were the Body? 
Now, our Saviour had a great Multitude of Diſciples 
in his own Life-time; fo that the Phariſees com- 
plain'd of it, and ſaid, (f) Behold, the World is gone 
after him; yet out of all theſe he at firſt (g) ordained 
but Twelve, that they ſhould be with him, and that he 
might ſend them forth to preach. (h) And afterwards 
he appointed other ſeventy alſo. He did not autho- 
rize all bis Diſciples promiſcuouſly to go out and 
preach in his Name, but only ſuch as he himſelf 
choſe and ſeat. And when he was about to aſcend 
into Heaven, then he delegated this and all other 
Spiritual Powers to his Apoſtles, ſaying, (i) As my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you. And aceord- 
ingly we find the Apoſtles did chooſe and ſend in 
like manner, (k) and ordained them Elders in ever 
Church: And alſo committed the ſame Power o 
chooſing and ſending Presbyters, Prieſts, or Elders 
to others: ASS. Paul tells Titus, ſaying, (1) Fer this 
cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhoulaſt ſet in Or- 
der the Things that are wanting, and ordain Elders in 
every City, as J appointed thee. And no Inſtance can 
be given throughout the whole new Teſtament, of 
any Perſons being ſent to preach the Goſpel, or to 
perform any Functions belonging to the Miniſtry 
of the Goſpel, that is, to exerciſe any Spiritual 
Powers, who was not commiſſioned to do ſo by 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or by ſome Perſon, ſuch as 
e e — — — — — — 
(d) 1 Cor. xii. 28. (e) 1 Cor. xii, 19. (f) Fob. xii. 19. 

(g) Mar. iii. 14. (b) Luk. x. 1. [i) Fob. xx. 21. 
(N) Ads xiv. 23. () Tit, i. 5, F 
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Timothy or Titus, veſted by the Apoltles, with Apo- 
ſtolical or Epiſcopal Authority. Nay, the whole 
Hiſtory of the Church will not afford an Inſtance of 
any Perſons being allowed to be a Biſhop or Prieſt in 
the Church of God, but ſuch as have received their 
Ordination from Biſhops deriving their Succeſſion 
from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, till Luther, Zuinglius, 
Calvin, and their Followers, (who have met with 
too many Diſciples in this Realm) taught new and 
ſtrange.Doarines, and would derive all Church- 
Power either from the Prince or People, juſt as it 
fitted their Purpoſe beſt. But whence could the 
Prince or People derive this Power ? It is certain, 
All Spiritual Power is veſted in Criſt. He gave it to 
his Apoſtles and their e the Biſhops, as the 
Scripture plainly teaches, and to no others, neither 
Prince nor People; How then can either Prince or 
ene come by this Power? 


$ IX. They tell us, that it muſt bei in the 8 
becauſe all Power is in him, and therefore he muſt 
have 2 Spiritual as well as a Temporal Power; and 
it is a Contradiction to ſay, That any Supreme 
Power ſhould have another Power within bis Do- 
minions, independent on him. This is their main 
Argument, aud all they have ſaid on this occaſion 
depends on this. But this is contradictory to Scrip- 
ture, and therefore falſe. For our Saviour (who 
utterly diſclaim'd all Temporal Power, as has been 
ſhewed ) yet claim'd this Spiritual Power, and ex- 
ergiſed it here on Earth as long as he continued 
with us, independent on the Civil Magiſtrate; for he 
claimed it as (m) del vered to him of the Father. The 
Apaſtles alſo claimed it as (n) committed to them 
wad you; and therefore to be exerciſed by them, 


b 


at. ac 


— : 2" 5 


(m) Mat, 2.27, (a) 4d ir. ig, 
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Church upon the State, &c. 13 
ndtwichſtanding any Prohibition. from the Civil 
Magiſtrate; therefore to ſay, That no Power, and 
particularly this Spiritual Power, can be exerciſed 
independent on the Supreme Civil Magiſtrate, is 
directly to contradict the Scriptures: And mult be 
falſe. It is evident, from the Scriptures and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory, that Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and their 
Succeſſors the Biſhops of the Primitive Church, ex- 
erciſed this Authority which is now claimed as be- 
longing to the preſent Biſhops of the Chutch at this 
Day: And it is as evident, that they did not receive 
it, or any Part of it, from the Civil Magiſtrate; who 
was ſo far from allowing them any ſach Authority, 
that he perſecuted them for exerciſing it. Now, if 
they had not a Divine Right to this Authority in- 
dependent on the Magiſtrate, then that which 
they called a Perſecution, was but a due and legal Ex- 
ecution of the Laws upon them, and (o) they ſuffer'd 
not as Martyrs for Chr;ſt:anity, for they had no Com- 
miſſion from the Emperor to preach, baptize, con- 
ſecrate the Euchariſt, ordain, or excommunicate; 
but were exprefly forbidden to do any of thoſe 
Things by many Emperors, particularly by Nero, 
Domitian, Decius, and Diocleſian; conſequently, if 
they would do theſe things, and ſuffer for it, ha- 
ving no independent Authority with relation to 
ſuch Matters, they all ſuffer'd juſtly, and as Buß- 
Bodies in other” Mens Matters. But if we believe 
that Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, 
were Martyrs, (p) and bore Witheſs to the Truth; 
then muſt we believe that they all held this Spiri- 
tual Power | have been treating of; Independent on 
the Civil Magiſtrate; fince it is ſo evident, from 
the Scriptures and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, that they 


þ — 


— 
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all both claimed and exerciſed ir, even thongh the 
Civil Magiſtrate not only gave them no Commiſ- 
ſion for that purpoſe, but directly prohibited and 
hindred them in the Exerciſe of it, as much as he 
was able. 


§ X. But at the Beginning of the Reformation, 
a new and before unheard-of Title was invented 
for the Civil Magiſtrate, and our King Henry VIII. 
would be called Supzeme Head in Earth ok the 
Church of England, and forced all Perſons (3) by 
his Acts of Parliament, under the ſevereſt Penalties 
to acknowledge him to be ſo, And from this 
ſtrange and before unknown Title, which the 
Chriſtian Church never heard of till that time, are 
derived all the Pretences to Spiritual Power, which 
ſome ſuppoſe to be lodged in the King or Su- 
preme Magiſtrate. And indeed, if the King had 
a juſt Right to this Title, it might imply that the 
Church cannot be in any reſpect independent 
on him. For if he be the only Supzeme Head in 
Earth of the Church of England, as the Stature 
(but God be praiſed it is a Statute long ſince 
repealed) declares him to be, then all that have 
any Authority in the Church of England, muſt 
derive it from him: The Word of God can- 
not be preached, the Sacraments adminiſtred, or 
any Perſons authorized. to miniſter thoſe Ordi- 
nances, but by him: Becauſe, if they can derive 
an Authority from any one elſe, independent on 
him, to preach, and miniſter the Sacraments, then is 
he not the only Supꝛeme Head. According to this 
Doctrine, there was no occaſion for Ordination 
of a Prieſt, or Conſecration of a Biſhop, for any 
Spiritual Purpoſes; the King's Commiſſion alone 


(a) 26 H. VIII. . 1. & 28 Hen. VIII. c. 7. & 10. 
was 


was ſufficient. And fo Archbiſhop Cranmer de- 
dclared about that time, as appears: from his An- 
ſwer to the Queſtion before cited. All Chriſtian 
Princes, ſays he, have. committed unto them imme- 
diately of God the whole Cure of all their Subjefis, as well 
concerning the Adminiſtration of God's Word, for the 
Cure of Souls, as concerning the Miniſtration of Things 
Folitical, and Civil Governance: And in both theſe Mi- 
n i ſtrations, they muſt have ſundry Min ſters under them 
to ſupply that, which is appointed to their ſeveral Of. 
fices. The Civil Miniſters under the King's Majeſtyyin 
this Realm of England, be thoſe whom it ſhall pleaſe his. 
Highneſs for the Time to put in Authority under him 
As for Example, The Lord Chancellor, Lord Treaftrery 
Lord Great Maſter, Lord Privy Seal, Lord Admiral, 
Mayers, Sheriffs, &c. The Miniſters of God's Word, 
under his Majeſty, be the Biſhops, Parſons, Vicar, and 
ſuch other Prieſts, as be appointed by. his Highneſs te 
that Miniſtration: As for Example, The Biſhoj of 
Canterbury, the Biſhop of Dureſme, the Brſhop' of 
Wincheſter, the Parſon of Winwick, &c. ALI. 
the ſaid Officers and Minifters, as well of that ſort as the 
other, be appointed, aſſigned, and eletted, and in e very 
Place by the Laws and Orders of Kings and Princes. bn: 
the Admiſſion of many of theſe Officers, be divers comeiy 
Ceremonies and Solemnities uſed, which be not of Nite ſ- 
ſity, but only for a good Order and ſeemly Faſhion, for! 
if ſuch Offices and Mimſtrations were committed without 
ſuch Solemnity, they were nevertheleſs truly committed: 
And there is no more Promiſe of God, that Grace is given 
in the Committing of the Eccleſiaſtical Office, than it is in 
the Committing the: Civil Office. Now, this Doctrine 
deliver'd by this Archbiſhop, is a very natural plain 
Conſequence of making a King or other Civil Magi- 
ſtrate Supreme Head of the Church For if be be ſo, 
all Spiritual Power as well as Temporal muſt be deriv'd 
from him, and he may commit it to whom he pleaſes, 
and in what Manner he pleaſes. But then, as it is 
8 . agreeable 


* 
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agreeable to that Supreme Headſhip, which was at 
that time ſuppoſed to be veſted in the Chriſtian 
Prince by AQ of Parliament, it is plainly oppo- 
fite to the Holy Scriptures, which give no . ſuch 
Authority to Kings and Princes, but declare Chriſt 
alone to be the Szpreme Head of his Churth, and 
teach us that he committed no Part of this Autho- 
rity to any Civil Magiſtrate, but to his Apoſtles 
only, and to their Succeſſors whom he ſent, as he wal 

ſent of the Father, as has been already proved. And 
whereas Archbiſhop Cranmer ſays, there is no more Pro- 
miſe of God, that Grace is given in the Committing of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Office, than it is in the Committing of 
the Civil Office, that is alſo contrary to plain Scri- 
pture. For when Chriſt committed the Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Office to his Apoſtles, and ſent them forth to 
preach and baptize, he promiſed them (r) to be 
with them alway, even unto the End of the World. 
Which is as clear a Promiſe as he could make, that 
his Grace and Holy Spirit ſhould accompany the Mi- 
niſtrations then committed to them, not for their 
Lives only, but throughout all Generations; which 
muſt neceſſarily imply the like Grace to be continu'd 
to the Miniſtrations of thoſe who ſhould ſucceed 
them. But we find no ſuch Promiſe of Grace made 
to the Civil Magiſtrate, or to any commiſſioned 
by. him. 


S XI. However, King Henry VIII. having taken 
upon him the Title of Supreme Head of the Church, 
thought it proper to exerciſe it in its full Extent : 
(5) And accordingly made the Biſhops take out 4 
range Commiſſion (as Biſhop Burner himſelf ſtyles it) 
which might give juſt Occaſion to call them the King's 


(r) Matth. xxviii. 20. i Oe I S- 
) Burners Hiſt. of for. 4th Edition, p. 255. Colier's Hiſt. 
Biſhops. 
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Church upon the State, c. 17 
Biſhops. The Subſtance of it was, That ſince all Ju 
riſdiſtion, both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, flowed from 
the King as Supreme Head, and he was the Fountain of 
all Power; it became thoſe who exerciſed it only (pre- 
cario) at the King's Courteſy, gratefully to acknowledge, . 
that they had it only of his Bounty; and to declare that 
they would deliver it up again, when it ſhould pleaſe him 
to call for it. And ſince the King bad conſtituted the Lord 
Cromwell his Vicegerent in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; yet 
becauſe he could not look into all thoſe Matters, therefore 
the King, upon Bonner's Petition, did empower him, in 
his own Stead, to ordain ſuch as he found worthy, to 
preſent and give Inſtitution, with all the ather Farts of the 
Epiſcopal Authority, for which he is duly commiſſionated; 
and this to laſt during the King's Fleaſure only. Aud 
all the Parts of the Epiſcopal Function being reckon'd up, 
it concluded with a ſtrict Charge v. the Biſhop. to ordain 
none but ſuch of whoſe Integrity, goon Life and Learning, 
he had very good Aſſurance. . Biſhop Burnet pretends, 
that only Bonner took ſuch a Commiſſion; but An- 
theny Harmer has ſhewn, that Cranmer and many 
others, and probably all the Biſhops of that Time 
aid the ſame. „ 417 


SKI. It appears by this Commiſſion, that the 
Ning looked upon himſelf to have full Authority,. 
y vertue of his Supreme Headſhip, to ordain Biſhops,. 
rieſts, or Deacons; for he plainly authorizes the 
hiſhors, to whom he gave this Commiſſion, to de 
it in his own Stead, which neceſſarily implies that 
Me might have done it himſelf, if he had pleaſed: 
Nay, that the Lord Cromwell his Vicegerent might 
have done it; for it ſeems, it was only becauſe he was 
not at Leiſure to look into theſe Matters, that the 
{King was induced to grant theſe Commiſſions to the 
ſeveral Biſhops. And yet after all, it appears from 


| this very Commiſſion, that King Henry VIII. him- 
ſelf was not fatisfy'd that he really had a that we 
| hic 
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which he here pretended to, or that the Biſhop had 
no manner. of Power or Authority but what he re- 
ceiv'd from him, and therefore found it neceſſary to 
throw theſe Words into the Commiſſion, (as Mr. Col- 
lier obſerves) Preter & ultra ea que tibi ex ſacris li- 


teris Divinitus commiſſa eſſe dignoſcuntur : Over and | 


above thoſe Things which are known from the Holy Scri- 
prures to have ; committed to you by God. Which 


Words do effectually overthrow that boundleſs Su- 


premacy pretended to in the other Parts of the Com- 
miſſion. For, if the Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church 
have any thing immediately committed to them by 


God, independent on the Civil Magiſtrate, as this 


Clauſe affirms, then alt Spirtual Power is not deriv'd 
from the King, as is prellnded in the other Parts 
of this Commiſſion; conſequently, King Henry was 
not ſuch a Supreme Head as he was defirous to be 
thought; and by this very Clæuſe declares the Scri- 
ptures to be againſt that pretended Head ſhip. 


S XIII. Alſo, though in this Commiſſion he de- 


clares all Epiſcopal Power to be deriv'd from him- 
felf, and that Cromwell, his Vieegerent, was veſted 


with the Authority of all the Biſhops in England; 


yer, when he made his Act of Parliament (Which 
was about the ſame time theſe Commiſſions were 
granted) for the Election and Conſecration of Arch- 
biſhops and Biſhops, he did not pretend to make 
Bifhops otherwiſe than they had been made before. 
For though he carry'd his Right of Patronage, or of 


Recommending or Nominating rhe Perſon to be 


made a Biſtiop, to its full Height, beyond the Ex- 
ample of former Ages, and decreed, (t) that if the 
Dean and Chapter deftrr or delay their Election above 
twelve Days next after the Licence and Letters Miſſive 
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art to them delivered, that then for every ſuch" Default, 
the King's Highneſs, bu Heir, and Succeſſors, at their 
Liberty and Pleaſure, ſhalt nominate and preſent, by i 

Teiters Patents under their Great Seal, ſuch a Perſoht td 
W the ſaid Office and i ens ty, 45 they frall rhink ate 


| and convenient for the famẽ. But then, if the Arch 
biſhops or Biſhops Mall refuſe or neglec& tb confe- 
crate Mut the Stature does dot fy, that he ſhall be 
taken or refuted for © Bifhop notwithſtanding, It 
lays indeed ſuch Archbiſhop or Biſhops refuſing under 
the Penalty'of a Pfemimirt; but if they had Courage 
and Conftancy to beat that Penalty, evell "hi Su. 
preme Heal of the Church did not t ink himRIf ca- 
pable of making a Biſhop without them, notwich- 
ſtanding Archbiſhop Cranmer's UPI "that, theſe 
Ceremonies of Confecration'or ps * 
pal Hands were dot neceſſary. 


AVE This Title of SA Hed if tl Chive# 
continu'd the remaining Part of Rin Henry VIPs 
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- WR Reigo, ant!thrbygtiont cat of hisSoh Ring Zaw. VI. 
d bor was repealed (i) by . Mary y, and, never | 
+ HE fince revived. For Queen Fl:zabzth never was, not 
h WE would be called Supreme Head of the Church, but con- 
e eated herſelf with rhe Title of Supreme Governer' of 
- Realm, and of all other ber Highneſs's Realms, Dos 
de minions aud Countries, as well in all Spirit ua or Ackle- 
e. aſt cal Things or Cauſes, as Temporal And allowed 
of also, that it ſhould be declared in (w) the Articles 
de publiſh'd by her: Authority, that where we attribute 
** 


to the Queen s 2 the ch; ef Government, by which 


ic Tiles we der ſtand the Minds of ſome ſtatferous Falls 
ve WY 12 be offended : Me give not to oil Princes the Ain ſtring 
ve either of God's Word,, « or of the Sacraments, the whith 
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our Queen, doth moſt plainly teſtify: But that only Pre- 
rogat ive which we ſee to have been given always to all. 
godly Princes in Holy Scriptures by God himſelf, that is, 


that they ſhould rule all Eſtates and Degrees committed 


to their Charge by God, whether they be Eccleſiaſtical or 
Temporal, and reſtrain'with the CIV IL Sword the Stub- 
born and Evil. Doers. Whereby the Regal Supremacy. 
over Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes and Perſons is plainly de- 
clared to be no other than 4 Civil Power, and not 
that Spiritual Power which Chriſt committed to his. 
Apoſtles, and is deriv'd from them to the Biſhops, 
and Paſtors of the Church, and. which the Words 
Supreme Head of the Church, ſeem'd to veſt in the 


Crown. 


$ XV. Since, then, that Title of Supreme Head of 
the Church was a Title aſſum'd by King Henry VIII. 
continu'd only by him and his Son, who liv'd and 


died in his Minority, and was then repeal'd by Act 
of Parliament, and never ſince reſtored or made 
Part of the Regal Title; that it is alſo a Title never 


known or heard of till that Age, and liable to very 


ſtrange Conſtructions, even to the utter annulling 


and deſtroying all that Power which Chriſt commit- 


ted to his Apoſtles, and from them to the Biſhops 
and Paſtors of his Church; | have often wonder'd, 
how ſo many Learned Men have to this Day conti- 
nu'd to give this Title to our Princes, and how ſo 
many of the Clergy, in their Prayer before Sermon, 
ſhould call our King, next and immediately under 
Chriſt, Supreme Head : Since neither our Laws nor 


our Canons do at this time, or have for theſe hundred 


and fifty Years and upwards given him this Title. I 
am perſuaded, that nothing has more contributed to 
the ſpreading of Eraſtianiſm, than this unwary Cu- 


ſtom of ſtyling our Ring Supreme Head of the Church, 1 


which T am aſſur'd has no Law or Canon now in 
Force to oblige us; and, Iam well ſatisfy'd, bas nei- 
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Church upon the State, &c. 21 
ther Reaſon, Religion, nor Goſpel-to iaduce us to 
uſe it. For if the Ring be Supreme Head of the Church, 
then it is impoſſible the Church ſhould ſuhſiſt with- 
out the King; for no Body, (x) and ſuch the Scri- 
pture tells us the Church is, can ſubſiſt without its 
Head. But the Church, we all kuow, did ſubſiſt during 
the Time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and above two 
hundred Years after their Deaths, without having 
any Sovereign Prince of its Communion ; and con- 
ſequently, without any Headſhip of any Temporal 
Prince; for no Man can be Head of a Communion of 
which he is not ſo much as a Member. And how 
a Prince can become Head of a Church, by bein 
made a Member of it, 1 cannot ſee. The Prince 1s 


admitted into the Church, juſt as others are,by Bap- 


tiſm; but that only makes him a Son or Member of 
the Church: But it is Conſecration or Ordination 
alone, that makes Fathers or Heads. And therefore 
Religious Chriſtian Princes have always eſteemed 


| Biſhops as their Spiritual Fathers; and to this Day 
| they, as well as other Members of the Church, call 


them their Right Reverend Fathers in Chriſt. But are 
they Fathers to the Supreme Head of their Church? 
This ſeems to be a kind of Contradiction. 25 


S XVI. Kings then have a Civil, not a Spiritual 
Authority, over all the Members of the Church. No 
Man, by becoming a Chriſtian, gains any Exemption 
from that Obedience and Duty which every one 
owes his Prince, as he is a Subject. Even Biſhops 


TT themſelves, to whom Chriſt, as Socceſſors to the 
== Apoſtles, has committed the chief Government of 
bis Church, are not thereby freed from that A llegi- 


ance, or any Part of it, which as Temporal Subjects 
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tbey owe to their Sovereign: Much jeſs therefore 


can che Inferiour Orders of Prieſts and Deacons claim 


any ſuch Exemption. They are all as much Sub- 
ect to the Supreme Temporal Aythority of the 
ountry where they live, as they were or ought 18 
ave been before their Ordination. Aud they ar 
ound to this Obedience even by the Rules and 
rec 75 of that Goſpel which they are to preach to 
others. The ſame Lord who has. committed to 
them the Spiritual Authority over his Church, has 
alſo commanded them to be ſubject to the State, 
not only or Wrath, pet alſo for Conſcience ſake, 
Neither our Saviour nor his Apoſtles pretended to 
n Exemption from that Obedience which. all Sub- 
jects owe to the Civil Powers; but upon all Occa- 
fions ſubmitted to, and acknowledged their- Autho- 


rity, and put thoſe in mind who were commitred 


to their Charge, to be ſubject to Prinęipalities and 
Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. It is true, where 
their Religion was concern'd, where the Magiſtrate 
commanded what God had forbidden, or where he 
forbad what God had cammanded, they would not 


obey, becauſe it is neceſſary to obey God rather 


than Man; yet even.in ſuch Caſes they did not re- 
fiſt and oppoſe the Higher Poyers with the Sword, 
or with any Carnal Weapons which God had put 
* the Te, mporal Wee Hands, and forbad 
hem to rake into their own Hands in Oppoſi tion to 
them; bur commitciae "their Cauſe to God, ſubmit- 


ted to, aud patiently bore ſuch Puniſhmeots as the Ml 


agiſtrate chought tft) to lay upon them, and coun. 
ted it ag ase en th ey were thought worthy 
to 2 Fel fern r, the Name of Chriß; for 


2 oe he alone had the Power 'of the | 8 
| Sword,” aud that Aden he abuſed that Power 


in the Perfeention- of themſeives, and other Inno- 
cent gr WollrdeErying Perſons; yet they had no 
Commiſſid n or Authority to wrelt the Sword out 
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Church upon the State, &c. 23 
of his Hands, and therefore were obliged peaceably 
to bear his unjuſt Proceedings agaiaſt them ; which 
they always did readily and chearfully, as knowing 
that God, whom they had choſen to obey, was 
Lord alſo of the Magiſtrate, and would in his. dn 
Time, and by ſuch Means as he thought beſt, do 
Right to thoſe that ſuffer d Wrong, and give that 
unjuſt, Magiſtrate Cauſe to wiſh that he had made 
a better Uſe of his Power. e 


$ XVII. And as Spiritual Perſons, ſo neither are 
the Temporal Rewards or Puniſhmeats annex'd to 
Spiritual Cauſes exempt from the Civil Juriſdiction 
of the Magiſtrate. It is he alone, that, by Civil 
Sanctions, can oblige his Subjets to receive even 
Chriſtianity itſelf. For though Chriſt deſcended - 
from Heaven, and took our, Nature upon him that 
he might publiſh this Religion to the World, and 
ſettle and eſtabliſh: it by promiſing the bigheft Re- 
wards to thoſe which ſhould receive it, and live 
according to his Doctrine and -Precepts z and threat - 
ning the ſevereſt Puniſnments to thoſe that ſhould 
reject it, even to the Magiſtrates as well as others; 
yet he took not upon him te make any Civil or 
Temporal, Laws concerning his Religion, any more 
than concerniag other Matters. The Rewards 
which he promiſed, and the Penalties which he 

= threatned, were not Temporal but Eternal, and 
eelated not to this Life, but to another ; for his Ring- 
omis not of this World. Therefore Civil Rewards 
or Puniſhments cannot be given or inflicted even in 
Spiritual Canſes, hut by the Magiſtrate, and he muſt 
be the Judge whether it be proper to beſtow the 

None, or to inflict the other. Thus, for laſtance 
when the Arch. Heretick Arius was convened and 
tried before the Council of Nice, cöncerning a” Spi- 
vitua Cauſe, even an Article of Faith of che higheſt 
Conſequence, as whether our Saviour was True and 
1 C 4 Eternal 
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ſent into Baniſhment. It is true, the Biſbops might 


to be executed. For ſince Chriſt has annexed no 
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24 The Independency of the 
Eternal God, of one Subſtance with the Father ;, thongh 
the 8 were the only judges whether this was 
an Hereſy and Crime for which he deſerved to be 
expelled from the Communion of the Church; yet 
Conſtantine the Emperor was the ſole Judge, whether 
he ſhould alſo be expelled his Native Country, and 


repreſent: to him how dangerous it would be to the 
Peace of the Church, to let ſuch a Man return to 
Alexandria, where he had done ſo much Miſchief al- 
ready; but if he would not have hearken'd to them, 
they had no Means to compell the Emperor to baniſh 
him, or to inflict that Pyniſhment on him them- 
ſelves. As Baniſhment was a Penalty which none 
but Conſtantine could lay upon Arius, ſo was he the 
only Judge whether he ſhould order that Penalty 


Temporal Puniſhments to the Breach of his Laws, 
the Civil Magiſtrate 1s, and muſt be Judge of ſuch 
Matters, i. e. whether it be proper to decree a 
Temporal Penalty againſt thoſe who are only guilty 
of a Spiritual Offence, and likewiſe to determine 
what that Penalty'ſhall be. But whether the Ma- 
giſtrate will decree in ſuch a Caſe or not, or whether 
he decree according to Right or not, the Matter is 
{till the ſame ; the Perſon expelled the Communion 
of the Church by the Biſhops, to whom alone Chriſt 
has committed his Keys, will continue an Alien 
from the Church, and lie under the Spiritual Cen- 


ſures of it, notwithſtanding the Magiſtrate ſhould E| 


directly declare the contrary. (y) Thus in the Caſe 
before-mentioned, when Conſtantine thought fir to 
recall Arius from his Baniſhment, as believing him 
to have ſincerely repented of his Hereſy, yet he 


* 


0 Secrat. Hiſt. Eecleſ. Lib. . cap. 26, 27, 28, 29, 20, 31, 
1414. 
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church "upon the' State, Ke. 23 


did not pretend to reſtore him to the Peace of the 


Church by his own Authority, but ſent him to his 
own Biſhop Athanaſius to be by him received into 


the Boſom of the Church. Indeed, the Emperor 
did alſo ſend a Mandatory Letter, requiring Atha- 


naſius to receive him; but that 'Bryhop refuſed to 


obey ſuch a Mandate, and ſtill denied Communion 
to Arius and his Adherents. Nor did the Euſebians, 
who ſecretly favour'd Arius and his Cauſe, and for 


that Reaſon bore a deadly Hatred to Athanaſius, 


and had at that time a great Intereſt with Conſtan- 


tine, pretend to ſay, that Athanaſius had not a Right 


to judge in this Caſe, notwithſtanding the Orders 


of the Emperor, or to make his Refuſal of Com- 


munion to Arius after thoſe Orders, a Matter of Ac- 
cuſation, however they might uſe it as a Motive to 
incenſe the Emperor againſt him. But though they 


reſolved to depoſe him, and get. him baniſh'd, they 


were forced to frame Accuſations againſt him of an- 
other Nature, ſuch as his demanding Tribute to 
be paid by other Churches to his Church of Alex- 


andria, his Breaking a Communion Chalice, Burning 


Sacred Books, Cutting off a Man's Hand, Stopping 
Corn which was going from Alexandria to Conſt anti- 
nople, Matters which belonged to the Cognizance of 
the Civil Magiſtrate. And for theſe things, (though 
falſly laid to his Charge, and ſufficiently diſproved by 
him) a Synod of Biſhops, headed by his profeſſed 
Enemies, was packed at Tyre, that might have the 
Pretence of a Spiritual Authority to depoſe him, 
and the Emperor was prevailed. with to baniſh 
him. But his Refuſal to admit Arizs to Commu- 
nion notwithſtanding the Emperors Orders to do 
it, though Notorious and Püblick, and ſuch as he 
neither could nor would have denied, was not 
charged upon him as an Offence; he was allowed 
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to be the proper Judge whether that was to be 
done or not. But then, as he maintzined his own 
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2 The Indepencency of the 


Right and Authority with relation to the Spiritual 
Cenſure 95 fled upon Axrius for his Hereſy, ſo he 
allowed the Emperor to be the Temporal Judge, 
in relation to the Worldly Puniſhment annexed to 
the ſame Cauſe, and blamed not Conſtantine for re- 


calling him from Baniſhment, notwithſtanding he 


had not in his Opinion ſufficiently retracted his Error, 
or renounced his Hereſy. Thus both Athanaſius 


and Conſtantine, in their reſpective Spheres, judged 


the ſame Perſon for the ſame Offence; they gave 
different Jadgments, the one Spiritual, the other 
Temporal, and both had their Effect. Aris ſtill 
continued bound by the Cenſures of the Church, 
becauſe Athanaſius refuſed to abſolve him; but was 
releaſed from his Baniſhmeat, becauſe Conſtantine 
had thought fit to recall him. The Biſhop could 
not continue Arius in his Baniſhment, neither could 
the Emperor reſtore him to the Peace of the Church. 
Indeed, Conſtantive, urged by the Euſebian Faction, 
who. had worked themſelves into his Favour, did 
Proceed ſo far as to command Athanaſius to reſtore 
him, and to threaten him if he would not; but 
though Athanaſius perſiſted in his Refuſal, Conftanting 
did not take upon him to do it himſelf, And after- 
wards, when Arius came to Conſtantinople, and there 
the Euſebian Party had reſplved to force Alexander, 
the Biſhop of that Place, to receive him; juſt as they 
were carrying him into the Church by Violence, a- 
gainſt that Biſhop's Conſent, God himſelf was pleaſed 
to interpoſe, and in a miraculous Manner to vindicate 


the Honour of his Servant, who refuſed to receive 


that Arch- Heretick to Communion, though required 
to do it by the Emperor. For as Arius was tri- 
umphantly going towards the Church, attended by 
the Euſebian Faction, like Guards, through the“ 
midſt of the City; inſomuch that the Eyes of all 
People were upon him: When he came near that 
Place, Which is called Conſt antines Forum, e 
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Cuurch upon the State, &c. 27 
Pillar of Por phyric ſtood, a conſcious Terror, accom- 

anied with a Looſeneſs, ſeized Arius himſelf; 
Pe reupon, he enquired for an Houſe-oi-Office, and 
being told there was one behind Conſtant ine s Forum, 
he retired thither. A Faintiog-fitt ſeized him, and 
together with his Excrements, his Fundament alſo 
fell down, and a great Flux of Blood followed, and 
his Small Guts and Blood guſhed ont, together with 
his Spleen and Livor; whereupon he immediately 
died. Thus, whilſt the Emperor acted only in his 
own Sphere, and judged as a Temporal Magiſtrate, 
whether Arius ought to be continued in his Baniſhy 
ment or not, though it was for a Spiritual Crime, 
the Biſhops made no Oppoſition; hut when he broke 
thoſe Bounds, and took upon him to determige that 
Arius ought to be received into the Communion 


of the Church, and though he would not pretend 


that it belonged to him to abſolve him, yet attemp- 
ted to oblige the Biſhop to do it by Secular Force; 


a moſt ſignal Judgment upon Arius himſelf, who 
had been the prime Cauſe of all zheſe Diſturbances, 


,ommunian of the Church. Thus then we ſee, 
bow the Emperor or King is Supreme Governor in all 
Cauſes, 4s well 5 27 as Temparal; that is, bis 
Power, in what Cauſe ſagber, is only Civil or Tem- 
paral, and he can only determige whether that 
Perſon, whoſe Cauſe he tries, deſerves to be pu- 

niſked with the Civil Sword or not, which is all 
the Power, that according to the Declaration in 
our owyn Articles, our Kings challenge to them- 
ſelves, vi- f ere with the Civil Som, the fub- 

E Eviledeers,of what Nature ſoever the Cauſe 
be, whether Spiritual or Temparl. 


5 $xvi, 


then God thought fit to interpole, and by inflicting | 


ſhewed that the Biſhop, and not the Emperor, was 
the proper judge whom be ſhould admit into the 
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S XVIII. And this Right of Princes to judge, 
with relation to Spiritual Cauſes, in a Civil Manner, 
that is, to judge whether they deſerve a Civil Pu- 
niſhment or a Civil Encouragement, is not — 8925 
to Chriſtian Princes, but is the undoubted Right of 
all Sovereigns whatſoever, and whatſoever Ngo 
they are of; and was allowed to be ſo even by the 
Apoſtles themſelves. Thus (z) when S. Paul was 
carried before Felix the Roman Governor, and after- 
wards before Feſtus, though he was called in Que- 
ſtion concerning an Article of Faith, even the Re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, (which was certainly a Spiritual 
Cauſe) yet the Event of the Tryal being only to 
have the Governor's Judgment whether he ſhould 
be kept in Bonds and receive farther Puniſhment, 
or whether he ſhould be releaſed; he made no Ex- 
ceptions to the Juriſdiction, but acknowledged that 
he ſtood at Cezſar's Judgment Seat, where he ought to 
be judged, and therefore readily anſwer'd for him- 
ſelf, and gave an Account how, and in what man- 
ner he was called to his Apoſtleſhip by a Voice from 
Heaven, and-how God had ſent him to preach that 
| Doctrine; and appealed to Cæſar himſelf to de- 
termine whether he deſerved a Temporal Penalty 
for doing that which a greater than Ceſar had com- 
miſſioned him to do. It is true, Felix acted the 
Part of an unjuſt Judge in not releaſing him, but 
leaving him in Bonds to pleaſe the Jem; yet 
foraſmuch as he did releaſe him, and hĩs Succeſſor 
Feſtus ſeemed” iticlinable to tread in his Steps, 
to curry Favour with the Jews, &. Paul did not 
pretend to have any Authority 0 releaſe ' him- 
ſelf by his Spiritual Power, or to require thoſe who 
were under his Spiritual Government to take u up 
Arms to deliver — out of Priſon,; but 1 his 
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Appeal to Ceſar, as the Supreme judge, who ought 
to 1 all Temporal Puniſhments, 
for what Cauſe ſoever to be infſicted. But which 
way ſoever Ceſar judged in that Matter, his Decree 
could have only a Civil Temporal Effect; he had ir 
in his Power to keep S. Paul a Priſoner if he thought 
fit, or to put him to Death, or to enlarge him; the 
Apoſtle was in his Hands, and as he was his Subject 


could not employ the Civil Sword againſt him: 


But all this had no Effect upon S. Paul's Spiritual 
Power; he was nevertheleſs an Apoſtle of Jeſus 
Chriſt, his Preaching, his Miniſtration of the Sacra» 
ments, his Spiritual Cenſures, his Epiſcopal or 
Apoſtolical Letters, which he wrote, during his Im- 

riſonment, to divers Churches or ſingle Perſons, 
were of as full Authority, as if he had been at large, 


and Ceſar himſelf. had protected and encouraged 


him in the Performance of thoſe Miniſtrations. 
Princes ought to be very tender and careful how 
they take upon them to judge about Temporal Pu- 
niſhments for Spiritual Cauſes; for if they give a wrong 
Judgment, and condemn thoſe whom Chriſt has ſent 
to act in his Name, that is, if they inflict Tempo- 
ral Penalties on them for exerciſing their Spiritual 
Power, according to the Commiſſion they have re- 
ceived from our Bleſſed Saviour, they will be found 
to fight againſt God: And though thoſe Biſnops and 
Paſtors, or other good Criſtians who ſuffer under 


them, are barred from lifting up an Hand againſt 


them to avenge themſelves; yet God will not fail to 
take Vengeance of them in ſome other Way, as he 
did of Nero, Domitian, Decius, Diocleſian, Galerius, 


Maximin, Licinius, Julian, and others that raiſed a 


Perſecution againſt his Church.  _ * 


S XIX. it may perhaps be ſaid, that according 
to our Laws Appeals may be made from the Biſnop 
to the Archbiſhop, and from him to the King in his 
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into the Cauſe for which he is to infſict a Temporal 


af the Laws of t 


The ladependemeꝶ of the 

High Court of Chancery, who ſhalt appoiut De. 
lepates to re-examine the Matter, though the Cauſe 
be purely Spiritual, and that Determinarion Hall bet 
final. Conſequently, the King is Supreme Spiritual! 
Fudve,as well as Tehiporal; for this Court may'reverſe 
even the Spiritual qudgment of Excommunication. To 
this it may be anſwered, that our Laws having an- | 
nex'd a Temporal Penalty to the Sentence of Ex“ 
communication pronounced by the Spiritual Judge, 
i is but reaſonable, that the King ſhould enquire 


Puniſhment, and ro fatisfy himſelf in the juſtise o 
the Proceedings. The Judgment of the Court of 
Delegates. is therefore expedient: and reaſonable to 
ſatisfy the Prince; whether he ſflall proceed ro fine; 
anon, or outlaw the Perſon whom the Churc | 
nas cenſured ; becauſe thoſe are Puniſhiments which 
he and only he can execute, ner has the Spiritual 
uckge any Authority to require him to execute any 
of chem, but as he ſees it fit himſelf. But I do not 
conceive, that this Court can ſo take off the Cenſure 

in a pure Spiritual Cauſe, as to reſtore a Perſon to 

the Communion of the Church, whether the Biſhop 

will or not. Yet whatever they may do in Foro Ex- 

terno, where the Civil Magiſtrate bears the Sword, 

and will do what he pleaſes, ſuch a Determination 

proceeding only from the Prince in a Matter of which 
God has not made him the judge, cannot bind in Foro 

Interno, or give Satisfaction to the Conſcience. Nei- 

ther is it my * upon this Occaſion to vindicate 

is Realm. or to ſnew that any of 


them are not agreeable to the Laws of God. What- 
ever they are, private Perſons (and ſuch are even 
the chief Spiritual Governors with relation to the 
State) muſt ſubmit to them actively or paſſively: 
Where they are not contrary to the Law of God, or. 
to that Authority which is derived from Chriſt alone 
as Sole Head of his Church, we ought to yield * 
E a entir 
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Church upon the State, & c. 31 
entire active Ons to them: But where theyare 
contrary to the Law of God, or 1 the Authority of 
7 00 Chriſt, we muſt, as we ſhall be thereto called, 
ear our Teſtimony againſt them, and obey God and 
his Chriſt rather than Man: Though at the fame 
time, as becomes Martyrs and Confeſſors, we dare 
not lift up an Hand againſt the Authority, by which 
that Law is made or executed, hut muft chearfulſy 
ſibmit to the Temporal Penalty it lays us under. For 
what is it to be a Martyr or Confelfor, but to bear 
Teſtimony to the Truths of the Goſpel againff any 
Humane Law or Force 1 g them, and at the 
ſame time patiently to ſuffer the Penalty which 20 
Law or Force ſhall lay us under? And this ws an 
dur Duty, upon Suppoſition that any of ow 8 
were Eraſtian, alen ſuch Laus ſhould be put in 
| Ention agaiuſt us. 


S XX. But vitfier. Bi the Doctrine of che ol 
of Homilies, Which, by Act of Parliament, is made 
the Law of the Land, if any Humane Law be oppo- 
ſite to the Law of God, it is not to be obey. There-' 
fore, in particular, even by our Laws, if there be 
any Law of the Land which 1s repugnant to the Law 
of God, it is not to be obeyed. For, in the ſecud: 
Part of the Ser mon of Good Works, the following Do- 
Erine is taught. This Arroganty God detefted, that 
Man ſhould ſo advance his Laws, to make them equal 

th God's Laws, wherein the true Honowring and _ 

ipping of God ftandeth, and to make hit 1 for them 
, to be left offs God hath appointed bis Laws, wherein his 
Pleaſure is to be honoured : His Pleaſure is alſo, That all 
Mens Laws, not being contrary unto his Laws, ſhall be 
obeyed, and kept as good and neceſſary for every Common- 
wealth; but not as Things wherein principally his Honour 
reſteth, and all Civil or Man's Laws either be or ſhould” 
be made, to bring Men better to keep God's Laws, that, 
conſequently. or 3 God An be the better be- 
Houre 


32 Tze Independence) of the | 


noured by them. Therefore, if I ſhew that Spiritual 
Governors have a Juriſdiction or Authority commit- 
ted to their Truſt by the Law of God, (which being 
a Truſt, cannot hy them be alienated to the Civil 


Powers) in proving this, I alſo at the ſame time 


prove it to be the Law of this Realm. But the 
Law of this Realm has not only thus declared that 

the Law of God is above all Humane, Laws whatſoever, 
but has alſo particularly declared, that the Church 
has a Spiritual Power and Authority within itſelf, 
which it may exerciſe even over the greateſt Perſons 


themſelves, Kings or Emperors not excepted: 
And conſequently muſt be ſuch a Power as is not 


derived from the Civil Magiſtrate; for a Power 
derived from the Magiſtrate cannot be exerciſed 
over him from whom it is derived. Thus in the 
ſecond Part of the Sermon of the Right Uſe of the Church, 
after the mentioning our Saviour's Whipping the 


Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple, this Doctrine 
is declared to reſult from it: According to this Ex- 


emple of our Saviour, in the Primitive Church, which 
was moſt Holy and Godly, and in which due Diſcipline 
mith Severity was uſed againſt the Wicked; open Offen- 


ders were not ſuffered once to enter into the Houſe of the 


Lord, nor admitted to Common-prayer, and theUſe of the 


Holy Sacraments with other true Chriſtians, until they 


had done open Penance before the whole Church; and 
this was ptattiſey, not only upon mean Perſons, 
but upon the Rich, Noble, and Mighry Perſons ; . 
yea, upon Theodoſius, that Puiſſant. and Sgighty 
Emperoz, whom for committing a grievous and wilful ' 
Murder, S. Ambroſe Biſhop of Milan reproved ſharply, 

and did alſo Excommunicate the ſaid Emperor, and 
brought him to open Penance; and they that were ſo 
Juſtly exempted and baniſhed (as it were) from the Houſe 


of the Lord, were taken ( as they be indeed) for Mer 


divided and ſeparated from Chriſts Church, and in moſt 


dangerous Eſtate, yea, as S. Paul ſaith, even given 


unto. 
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unto Satan the Devil for a time, and their Company was 
fhunned and avoided of al godly Mexand Women, until 
| ſuch time as they, by Repent ence and Publick Penance, 
were reconciled. That is, all godiy Men and: Women 
 ſhnaned Communion with them as with Chriſtians, 
| but the Cenſures of the Church were never ſuppoſe 

to make void any Natural or Civil Relations And 
Theodoſius the Emperor, whilſt he was excluded from 
Communion by S: Ambroſe; *exerciſed' his whole im- 
perial Authority, as he did before ar after; neither his 
Council, nor any of his Subjects declined his Com- 
pany in any Civil Senſe, but réſorted to him, and 
receiv'd his Directions ad Commands in the ſame 
Manner as they had been wont: to do; he was only 
kept from the Public Prayers and Sacraments of the 
Church, and was not permitted to aſſociate with the 
Godly Chriſtians, when they met to celebrate Divine 
Offices. I thought proper to make tlis Obſervation, 
becauſe the Adverſaries to the Inde pendency of the 
Church generally miſrepreſent this Ohurch-Cenſure 
of Excommunication; as if it deprived Men of their 
Civil Rights, or pretended to hinder other Perſons 
from performing thoſe Duties to the Perſon excom- 
municated, which he might claim'from them by any 
affects not any Natural or Civil Rights, and if any 
of thoſe are affected by it according to our Conſti- 
tution, that flows purely from the Law of the State, 
and therefore the Civil Magiſtrate is allow d to be 
the proper judge how far any Civil Rights ſhall be 
affected by it. Conſequently, whenever ſuch a Spi- 
ritual Cenſure is executed on a Supreme Magiſtrate, 
as it was on the Emperor Theodoſſut, they can have 
no other than a pure Spiritual Effect: As indeed it 
can have upon no other Perſon whatſoever, other- 
W wiſe than the Civil Laws, of which the Magiſtrate is 
the Judge, may annex Temporal Penalties to it. 


SD + = On 


34 The Independency of the J 


confirm'd by Statute as well as the Doctrine of this 
Church; eſtabliſh'd by the Biſhops and Clergy in Sy- 


8 XXI. And not only our Homilies, whoſe Doi 
Qrine, as 1 have ſhewed, is the Law of the Land 


nod or Convocation, aſſert the pure Spiritual Powers 
of the Church Independent on the Civil Powers, and 
that it may be exerciſed even upon the greateſt Per- 
ſons; but the ſame. is owned even in the Body of an 
Act of Parliament, where both Lords and Commons 
have acknowledged, that neither they nor the King 
claimed any Spiritual Power, but only a Civil Pow - 
er. (a) Thus when an Act was made by King Hen- 
ry VIII (when the Regal Authority in Spiritual Mat- 
ters was ſtretched to the height) concerning Peter · penct 
and Diſpenſations, it was in expreſs Terms provided, 
That this Aft, nor any Thing or Things therein contained, 
ſhall not be hereafter interpreted or expounded; that pour 
Gzate, pour Mobles and Subjects, intend by the ſame 
to decline or vary from the Congregation of Chriſt's Church, 
in am Things concerning the very Articles of the Catho- 
lick Faith of Chriſtendom, oz in any other Things 
declared by Holy Scripture and the Mord of God, 
neceſſary. fo2 your and their Sal vations; but only 
to make an Ordinance, by Policies neceſſary and convenient, 
to repreſs Vice, and for the good Conſervation of the 
Realms in Peace, Unity and Tranquility, from Ravin and 
Spoil,” enſuing much the old, ancient Cuſtoms of this 
Realm in that Behalf, not minding to. ſeek. for any Re- 
lief, Succours, or Remedies * any UWozldly Things, 
but, within this Realm, at the Hands of your. Highneſs, 
your Heirs and Succeſſors, Kings of this Realm; which 
have and ought to have an Imperial Power and Aut ho- 
rity in the ſame, and not obliged in any Wozldly Caus | 
fes to any Superior. Here I think it is evident, that 
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the King, Lords and Commons, the whole Legiſla- 
tive as well as Executive Power of this Realm, 
claims no Authority in other than i= Worldly Things 
or Cauſes, and that they would not have the Act 
which they then made to be interpreted or expound- 
ed to intend more, conſequently they diſclaimed all 
Judicature in Spiritual Things and Cauſes, where Worldly 
Things and Cauſes are not affected by them: As indeed 
they are not, by ſuch Matters wherein: the Church 
juſtly claims a Juriſdi&ion as derived from Chriſt. 
For the Spiritual Power which is claimed by the 
Church, affe&s only thoſe Matters which concern 
Articles of the'Catholick Faith of Chriſtendom and other 
Things declared by the Holy Scripture and the Word of 
God to be neceſſary to Salvation: Which Things are in 
this Ac diſclaimed by the Civil Power; and they 
will not have any thing decreed by them to be in- 
terpreted or expounded to intend any ſuch Thing. 
And though the ſame is not declared in all other 
Acts which concern Religion or Religious Perſons, 
yet being thus diſclaimed in this Act, which remains 
to this Day unrepealed, it is'plainly implied in all 
others: And proves, that the Supreme Power of 
this Realm claims no other than a Civil Authority 
over all Perſons with relation to all Cauſes, and 
a Right to judge When and where Civil Penalties 
ſhall be inflicted, and as it is expreſſed in the Thirty 
ſeventh Article (confirm'd alſo by Act of Parliament) 
to reſtrain with the Civil Swozd rh ſtubborn and evil 
Doers. And this Civil Authority of the Magiſtrate 
is and was always allowed to belong to him, and to 
him only, whether he was Hesthen or Chriſtian. 
Our Saviour and his Apoſtles ſubmitted to it, neither 
did they deny his Juriſdiction to judge whether they 
had done any thing which might deſerve Death or 
Bonds, or any other Temporal Penalty. And ſo al- 
ſo 979 the Prigitire_Chriſtiags under. the Heathen 
Emperors. They complain indecd of the Unrighte- 
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euſneſs of the Judgments: given againſt them, bit 
never ideny'd' Or: excepted againſt the: Joriſdidtion 
of their Judges. Bat it is only the Civif Authority 
tif the Magiſtrate, was allowed or acknowledged in 
thoſe Days, all: Spiritual Power under! 'Chri/t u 
then believed and owned to be in the Biſfiops and 
Paſtors of the Church; nor did the Tabperor pre- 
tend to it. And as no Subjecks of the State were 
more obedient to Kings and Temporal:Magiſtratet 


iD no Subjects of the Church were ever more obe. 


dient to their Spiritual Governors than the Primitive 


Chriſtians, having both the Example and Precept 0 


Giriſtand his Apoſtles for this double Obedience. 

* S XXII. Our Bleſſed Savicur, thorgh Lorna 
ced all Civil Power, as has been already obſerved, 
and was bimſelf ſabject to it, yet exerciſed his'Spiri- 
tual Authority without asking any Licence froni the 
Civil Magiſttate on that Occaſion, made and baptizel 
Nahitudes of Diſciples, and ont of them chbſe 
twelve Apoſtles, and after that ſeventy others vhrem 
he ſent to pech the Gaſptl and bring more into 
his Church, and eommanded Obedience to them; 
ſaying, (c) He that beareth you, hrarer h ine, and be this 
deſpiſeth you, diſpiſeth me; and he that deſpiſeth me, ue. 


ſpiſerh him that ſent me. a e enn the ſe⸗ 


1 — Judgnients to thoſe that ſhall 98 
not hear ken to thoſeſent by him, ſaxing, (4)w 
PR not receive you and hear your\ Words, "when ye 
depart out my that \Houſe or City, | ſhaks off thi Dif 22 
et. Perily Vic unte Jeng it {ball be. more tolkruble 
r the Land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the Day'of 
Judgment, thai fon that City. 33 though he 
acknowledged-the Magiſtrates, Ciuik Juriſdiction and 


his Authority ste judge, Whether he would infſict a 
auen nnen ede en ITO 
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ritual Juriſdiction to himſelf as derived from C 
and independent on the Magiſtratey and by virtue 
of this Authority he threatens the (r] Lerintii un and 
asks them they will that he ſbali came nnte them with a 
Rod, or in Love ani the Spirit of Menineſ And tells 
them alſo, that he () vrites theſe xlungs being! allſentʒ 
left being preſenti iir ſhaxld uſe: Sharpheſi; accordingoto the 
Power which the Lord had given himthi .Edlification and. 
not to Deſtruttion, Here he plainly; claĩms a Power, 
not given him by the Civil Magiſtrate; but:byi2be 
| Lora, that is, by Chriſt, And his Precepts were alſo 
agreeable to his Practice: For as in the thirteenth 
Chapter to the Romans he very ſtriftly enjoins Obe- 
dience to the Civil Magiſtrate, ſo in other Places he 
enjoins Obedience to the Spiritual Governors; ſay- 
ing, (g) Knew: them which labour umiong you; and are 
over you in the Bord, and admoniſb you," and eſteem then 
very bighly in Love for their Works ſale. (i) Remember; 
them which: have the Rule over von, who have ſpolen uno 
you the Mord of God: whoſe. Faith follow, con feder ing the 
End of their Converſation, ''Obey them! that have: the 
Rule over you, and ſubmit 'yourſelves.: Fur they, watch: 
our. yaur Souls, 'as they that muſt. give Account: That they. 
may doit with Fay and not with'Grief for thut ir un- 
praſitable for you. And he himſeif, by virtue of his, 
Authority received from Chriſt, appointed theſe Spi- 
ritual Rulers, without asking the Civil Magiſtrates 
Commiſſion for it, (i) ardaining Elders in every Chartb.- 
[And not only did this himſelf, but commiſſioned 
others to do the ſame, as we learn from his Words: 
to Titus, to whom be ſays, () For this Cauſe left I 
ther in Crate, that thou ſhouldſt ſet in Order the Things. 
ha are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, al 
0133842, hann, Ta 
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appointed thee. Therefore, for Men to ſay, that there 


Repentance; nay, his Paſtor ought to treat him in 


cannot be two Independent Powers, the one Spiritual 5 
and the other Temporal in the ſame Place; and that b 
the ſame Perſon cannot be ſubject to one Man in Spi- * 
rituals and to another in Temporals, is directly con- en 
trary both to our Saviour's Doctrine and Practice, 1 
and to that of his Apoſtles alſo, and is confuted by el 
plain Facts teſtified by the Holy Scriptures. And Pp 
Matter of Fact is a ſenſible Demonſtration. And al 
therefore they muſt either deny the Fact, they muſt al 
deny the Scriptures and Chriſtianity itſelf, or muſt 1 
grant that two Independent Powers, the one Spi- ſa 
ritual, and the other Temporal, may | exiſt at the 1 
ſame Time and in the ſame Place, and be exerciſed '' 
over the ſame Perſons: For we have the ſame Evi- a] 
dence for this that we have for Chriſtianity itſelf. t 
_ Neither is it in any Reſpect contrary to Reaſon : For 1 
what ſhould hinder but the ſame Man may be ſubject y 
to his Biſhop and his King at the ſame Time, and N 
when guilty of an Offence, liable to be puniſhed by a 
both, by his King corporally, and his Biſhop ſpiritu- f, 
ally? Thus for Inſtance, Suppoſe a Man is guilty of fl 
Theft: He may and ought to be puniſfd in the King's C 
Courts according as the Law in that Caſe ſhall direct; ( 
but this does not hinder but tllat he may and ought t 
alſo to receive a Spiritual Correction from his Paſtor, 
to be reproved, rebuked and exhorted by him, and t 
to be denied the Benefit of the Body and Blood of } 
Chriſt, till he give ſufficient Teſtimonies of his ſincere ( 


that Manner even though he ſhould be pardoned 
by the Prince. And I conceive it muſt be manifeſt 
to every Body that ſuch Proceeding of the Paſtor no 
way impedes or interferes with the Prince's Autho- 
rity : For if the Prince ſees it fit to puniſh ſuch an Of- 
fender according to the-utmoſt Severity of the Laws, 
and the Paſtoy at the ſame time ſees it convenient, 
upon due Teſtimonies given of ſincere Repentance, 
„ ©, hos Era 
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Church upon the State, &c. 39 
to declare and pronounce to him the Pardon and Re- 
miſſion of his Sins, and to ſign and ſeal that Pardon 
by communicating to him the Repreſentative Body 
and Blood of Chriſt ; or if the Magiſtrate ſhall ſee it 
expedient entirely to pardon the Offence," aud to 
reſtore him to all the Rights and Privileges he before 
enjoy'd ; but at the ſame time the Paſtor thinks it 
proper to deny him the Abſolution of the Church, 
and to admit him to the Participation of the 'Body - 
and Blood of Chriſt, becauſe he has not ſeen ſuch due 
Teſtimonies of Repentance as he judges to be neceſ- 
ſary on ſuch an Occaſion, both Powers, Spiritual and 
Temporal, are then duly exerciſed on the ſame Per- 
ſon and in the ſame Cauſe, and yet one does not at 
all interfere with the other. Such Proceeding as 
this can raiſe no Diſſention between the Spiritual and 
Temporal Powers, whilſt they are both thus kept 
within their proper Bounds. But if the Temporal 
Magiſtrate will alſo pretend to a Spiritual Power, 
and becauſe he ſees it expedient to pardon the Male- 
factor the Temporal Puniſhment" due to his Crimes, 
ſhall therefore judge and determine that his Spiritual 
Governor muſt alle give him the Abſolution of the 
Church, and adminiſter the Body and Blood of Chr: 
to him as a Seal of that Abſolution, or ſhall either 
pretend to give ſuch Abſolution himſelf, or to force 
the Spiritual Governor to do it, or perſecute him for 
his Refuſal; Or if on the other hand the Spiritual 
Governor, becanſe he ſees the Man has given due 
W Teſtimonies of his Repentance, and for that Reaſon 

| Judges it fit to giye him the full Abſolution of the 
Church, ſhall therefore require the Magiſtrate to re- 
mit the Temporal Puniſhment due to ſuch Crimes, 
or ſhall either pretend himſelf to pardon ſuch Tem- 
| Poral Puniſhment, or to oblige the Magiſtrate to do 
it by threatuing him with Spiritual Cenſures, if he 
refuſes; in ſuch a Caſe indeed the two Powers will 

plainly interfere with each other. But the Cauſe" of 
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Pubainly diſtinct, and may very well exiſt together 
ſeveral Powers on the ſame Perſon and in the ſame 


the granting Spiritual or Temporal Commiſſions. 


this is not that the two Powers cannot exiſt indepen- 
dent on each other; but becauſe thoſe who have the 
xerciſe of theſe-two Powers are not contented with 

the Boundaries ſet to each Power, but will make En- 
croachments one upon the other: Whereas when 
esch keeps within his proper Bounds, they may, and 
will not only exiſt very well together, but will mu- 
tually preſerve and ſupport each other. Thus the 
Spiritual Governors will ſupport the Civil Magh 
ſtrate by teaching the ſeveral Flocks committed to 

their Charge the Principles of Loyalty and Obedi- 

ence, and enforcing the Practice of them by threat- 

niug the Penalty of Damnation: And the Civil Ma- 

giſtrate will ſopport and protect the Church by ma- 

king Laws in its Favour, and corroborating her De- 
crees and Canons by his Temporal Authority. But 

if the Magiſtrate will exerciſe a Spiritual Power, and 

take upon him to miniſter the Word and Sacraments, 
and to judge when and to whom they ſhall be mi- 

niſtred; or the Spiritual Governors ſhall challenge 

a Temporal: Power independent on the Magiſtrate, 

and pretend to judge and determine when Civil Pe- 

nalties ſhall be inflicted; then indeed two Indepen- 

dent Powers acting in ſuch Manner will not ſubſiſt 
tagether, without frequent Contentions; but theſe 

Conteſts cannot ariſe from the Powers themſelves, 

but from the Uſurpations of one Power upon the 
other; for, let each keep within the Bounds of his 

own Power, and not uſurp upon the other, and there 


9s) TO neten i ach g n 
S XXIII. Again, as theſe two Powers are thus 
independent of each other in the Exerciſe of their 


Cauſes, and were plainly ſo deſigned to be by our 
Saviour, ſo alſo are they independent wich regard to 


For as a Biſhop can gie no Temporal Commi on, or 
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authorize any Perſon to execute a Temporal Office ; 
ſo neither can the Civil Magiſtrate give a Spiritual 
Commiſſion, or ordain-any Perſon to a Spiritual Of- 
fice in the Church: And as they cannot give, fo 
neither can they deprive any one of ſuch Office: as it 
belongs not to them to beſtow. - The Civil Magi- 


ſtrate can no more take away the Office of a Biſhop, 


Prieſt or Deacon, than any one of thoſe can deprive 
him of his Office. Feſtus had certainly no more Pow- 
er or lawful Authority to deprive St. Paul of his 
Apoſtleſhip, than St. Paul had to deprive him of 


his Prefidency of Fudea : Neither had Feſtus any 
more Power to make St. Paul an Apoftle, than 


St. Paul had to make him a Preſident or Procura- 
tor of a Province. And as the Magiſtrate cannot 


give or take away a Spiritual Office, ſo neither 
can he forbid a Spiritual Officer the Exerciſe of 


his Office; (4) for when the Sanhedrim of the Jews 
called the Apoſtles, Peter and Fobn, before them, and 
forbad them the Exerciſe of their Apoſtleſhip, and 
commanded them not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the Name 
of Jeſus, Peter and John anſwered and ſaid unto them, 
Whether it be right in the Sight of. God to hear len unto 


they were taken up (zz) and examined, why they had 
not obeyed, this Command, Then Peter and the other 
Apoſtles anſmered and ſaid, We ought to obey God rather 
than Men. And thongh (=) they were beaten for 
this Anſwer, and again commanded, that they \ſbould 
not ſpeak in the Name of Jeſus ; yet they judged it their 
Duty not to obey in this Caſe, Aud they departed from 
the Preſence of the Council, rejoycing that they were count- 


ed worthy to ſuffer. Shame for his Name. And daily in 


the Temple and in every Houſe they ceaſed not to teach and 
preach Jeſns Chriſt. Nor let it be laid, that though 
the Apoſtles might thus exerciſe their Commillion, 
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though forbidden by the Civil Power, yet it does 
not follow, that other Miniſters of the Goſpel may 
do the ſame, becauſe the Apoſtles were immediately 
ſent by Chriſt himſelf ; but thoſe who come after 


them are not ſo ſent. For the Commiſſion which 
Chriſt gave to his Apoſtles was not Perſonal to them 
only, but to them and their Succeſſors, as appears 
from the very Commiſſion itſelf, wherein (o) he pro- 
miſes to be with them alway, even to the end of the 
World. What Chriſt therefore committed to them, 
the ſame did they commit to others, giving them 
Commandment to commit the ſame to others alſo af- 
ter them in a continued Succeſſion. Thus particular- 
ly St. Paul (p) committed this Charge to his Son Timo- 
thy, and commanded him to give Attendance to read- 
ing, to Exhortation and to Doctrine, not to neglect the 
Gift that was in him, which was given him by Prophecy 
with the laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery. And 
likewiſe directs him to give the ſame Commiſſion to 


others, ſaying, () The Things that thou haſt heard of 


me among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faith- 


ful Men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, And 


Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ſhews, that theſe Succeſſors of 
the Apoſtles were forbidden the Exerciſe of their 
Miniſtry as well as the Apoſtles themſelves had 


been; and yet that they did not forbear to preach 


and teach in the Name of Chriſt, and to miniſter his 
Sacrameats and executehis Diſcipline, notwithſtand- 
ing thoſe Prohibitions. A ſure Argument, that they 
did not think the Civil Magiſtrate had any Authority 
either to deprive them of their Miniſtry, or to for- 
bid the Exerciſe of it : For they endured ten ſevere 
Perſecutions, rather than ſubmit to ſuch Civil De- 
privations and Prohibitions; and God ſhewed his 
Approbation of their Conduct in this Matter, not 
only by giving them Grace and Strength to ſuffer the 


(0) Mar. xxyili. 20. | \ 
greateſt 
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greateſt Tortures for his Name's ſake, with a moſt 
undaunted Courage and Conſtancy, but alſo enablin 
them to work Miracles, and to conquer by their Suf- 
ferings: So that inſtead of being ſuppreſſed and quel- 
led by theſe violent Perſecutions, they increaſed and 
multiplied till they had brought even their Enemies 
into the Church, and thoſe that moſt hated and per- 


ſecuted them became their great' Friends and Pro- 
tectors. wk OT 


S XXIV. Indeed after the Empire was come into 
the Church, and Princes and States had given large 
Endowments to it, and had veſted the Biſhops with 
many Civil Privileges, then indeed they thought it 
proper to know before-hand on whom ſuch Privile- 
ges ſhould be beſtowed, and took upon them to no- 
minate or recommend fit Perſons to thoſe Biſhopricks 
they had endowed, as others of the Laity alſo no- 
minated or recommended a fit Perſon to be made the 
Minifter or Prieſt of ſuch a Pariſh-Church as he had 
endowed with Manſe and Glebe. But as the Patron 
of a Pariſh Church never pretended to give his Clerk 
whom he nominated, or preſented to a Parochia} 
Cure, a Spiritual Commiſſion, or to veſt him with 
the Cure of Souls, or give him the Orders of Prieſt- 
hood; ſo when a Prince or State nominated or re- 
commended a Perſon to a Biſhoprick, they never 
pretended to make him a Biſhop, but only preſented 
him to the Biſhops as one whom they judged a fit 
Perſon to be advanced to ſuch an Office. But in one 
Caſe as well as the other, if the Biſhop or Biſhops to 
whom fuch Perſon was recommended or no- 
minated to be made a Prieſt or a Biſhop, did not ſee 
| fir to ordain or conſecrate him to that Office, the 
Patron, King or State did not pretend to make him 
a Prieſt or Biſhop notwithſtanding. And as we have 
many Inſtances of a Biſhop's refuſing to ordain a 
Man Prieſt, who has been recommended or nomi- 
nated by a Patron to a Parochial Cure, ſo we want 
Fr rg Toe Ps DC Roy 8 
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not Inſtances of Perſons who have. been. nominated 
to Biſhopricks by Sovereign Princes, whom. the Me- 
tropolitan and College of Biſhops have refuſed to 
conſecrate ; and he that has been ſo, refuſed was for- 
ced to continue what he was hefore; the Prince 
could not make him a Biſhop. But although Recom- 
mendation or Nomination will not make a Biſhop or 
Prieſt without Conſecration or Ordination, yet 
Conſecration or Ordination will make a Prieſt or 
Bifhop without any Recommendation or Nomination; 
and Prieſts are to this Day frequently made ſo; and 
ſo were Biſhops alſo in the Primitive Church both 
before and after the Empire became Chriſtian; Chri- 
ſtian Princes having no more Right to grant a Spi- 
ritual Power or Commiſſion than an Heathen Empe- 
ror. But any Prince, whether Chriſtian or Infidel, 
may recommend or nominate. a Man to be made g 
a Prieſt or a Biſhop, and there is no Harm in the 
Biſhops accepting and ordaining him, if they find 
him qualified for the Office. But then it is not the 
Prince, but the Metropolitan or the College of Bi- 
ſhops that makes ſuch Perſon a Biſhop. - Sovereign 
Princes, whatever they be, will have that Iofly- 
ence over Biſhops, their Subjects, that they will got 
lightly refuſe what they ask of them; and upon this 
Account when Sovereign Princes had. obliged their 
Biſhops by their liberal Endowments; of the Church, 
the Biſhops would not lightly - refuſe to conſecrate 
whomſoever they recommended or nominated ta 
them. And when ſuch Nomination was become a 
Cuſtom, then Princes began to challenge it as their 
undoubted Right: And the Biſhops having ſo long 
complied with it, knew not at laſt how to recede 
from it. And at this time, as eur. Laws now ſtand, 
they cannot recede from it without incurring a grie- 
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S XXV. However, though 7 are now thus 

nominated bi the Temporal Magiſtrate, yet foral- 
much as ſuch Nomination neither does nor can make 
them Biſhops, but they are Jo made by a regular 
Conſecration or Ordination, as appears from what 
has been already faid, and alfo from the very Form 
of Conſecration in our Liturgy, where the Archbi- 
ſhop ſays to the Perſon to be (conſecrated, Receive 
the Holy Ghoſt fer the Office and Wark of a Biſhop in the 
Church of God, now committed unto thee by the Jmpo- 
fition of gur Hands, it is evident, that our Biſhops 
have the ſame Spiritual Power which the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Biſhops had, and Hold it Independen 
on the Civil Magiſtrate, without deriving any part 
it from dim. -His Epiſcopal Office and bis Spirit; 
Relation to his Flock are ſtill conferred” upon him 


dy the Spiritual! Governors of the Church. The 


vletropoliter, eres ode Epiſcopal College, ee 
four Biſhops, ia ce there be nd Metropolitan, n. 
firm the Perfon nominated and; elected, and thereby 
give him the Spiritnal Government of that See to 
which they ſo appoint him by that Confirmation; 
und if he have. not been conſecrated before, they alſo 
then conſeerats/bim to the Epiſropal Office. Thus | 
every Biſtiop'sf/ gur Church teceives all his Spifituai 
Power and his Spiritual Relation to his Flock from 
the Spiritgal Governors of the Church only :- For 
without this de done by them uli, the Temporal 
Pawers.of. the World are not · able to veſt him with 
a Spiritual Authority over any People whatſoever. 
"hey ,may;recommend, they may nominate," and 
ether the Bilhops. will conſecrate him or not, If 
RIS are reſolviꝗ to ſtretch and abuſe their Power, 
they have Strength to put him in Poſſeſſion' of the 
Epiſcopal Houſe ; nay, and the Cathedral or Epiſcopal 
Church too; they can fine, impriſon, or even put to 
Death the Biſhops who have refuſed to confirm and 
98 | conſecrate 
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46 The Independency of tbe 
conſecrate him; but all this cannot make him a 
Biſhop, or give him any Spiritual Authority 
over the People they would have to be commit- 
ted to his Charge. The People would lie under no 
Obligation to receive the Word and Sacraments at 
his Hands, or at the Hands of any that ſhould pre- 
tend to be his Presbyters: Nay, if ſuch pretended 
Biſhop or any Presbyters pretendedly-ordain'd by 
him, ſhould preſume to miniſter the Word and Sa- 
craments, they would be guilty of the higheſt Pro- 
fanation of theſe Divine Ordinances : And the Peo- 
ple which knowingly receive them at their Hands 
would reap only - a Curſe and not a.. Bleſſing from 
them. And therefore even King Heury VIII. who 
would be called Supzeme Head of the Church, 
(r) (4 Name, which his Daughter Elizabeth declar'd, 
could not be given to any mortal Man, and therefore 
refuſed herſelf to be ſo called) never pretended (as 
has been already obſerved) to make a Biſhop himſelf, 
if the Biſhops ſhould refuſe. to conſecrate him. All 
that he thought himſelf capable of doing in that Caſe 
was to Puniſh the Biſhops who ſhould refuſe the Man 
he or his Succeſſors ſhould nominate, It is true this 
is a great Stretch of the Temporal Power, and ſuch 
as former Ages have no. Precedent for; but ſtill 
it gives no Spiritual Power to the King: For if all 
the Biſhops ſhould ever have the. Conrage to face a 
Premunire, upon the Nomination. of an- unworthy 
Petſon'to a Biſhoprick, all the Power of the King- 


* ” 
* 1 1 » 1 0 
_ mn 4.2 r * ? a = 4 „ „KN if FR 
Io =» * 


n 


5 ; nin e ae | 

(t) Regina non vult appellari aut ſeribi, Caput Eccle⸗ 
fice Anglicante: graviter enim reſpondit, illam dignitatem 
ſoli eſſe attribucam Chriſto: nemini autem mortalium convenire. 
Sec a Letter of Biſhop Suell's to Bullinger, dated May 22, 15 
that is in tbe firſt Tear of Queen Elizabeth, publiſh'd. by Bi 
Burnet inthe 34 Volume of bis Hiſtory among the Records, Book 

Num. 48. And by Strype in bis Apyendix to bis Hiſtory of the Re- 
formition; Num, 20. o | | 
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dom cannot make him a. Biſhop-. And if the Biſhops, 
who refuſe to conſecrate ſuch a Perſon ſhould ſuffer 
the Penalty of the Laws for ſo doing, they would 
ſuffer not as diſobedient rebellious Subjects, but as 
Confeſſors or Martyrs. - And the Prince who ſhould: 
execute this Law upon them in ſuch a- Caſe where 

the Perſon nominated was apparently unworthy or 
unqualified for the Office, would be a Perſecutor of 
the Church of God: And though no Power in this 
World could call him to an Account for it (for the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians never pretended 
they could depoſe an Emperor becauſe he perſecuted 
them) yet he would be liable to the juſt Vengeance 
of God, and anſwer for it in the other World. But 
if the Perſon. he worthy or well qualify d for the 
Office of a Biſhop, the Nomination of the Prince 
can by no means make him leſs worthy or leſs fit for 
that Office. And therefore ſo long as Princes name 
only thoſe that are worthy and qualified (though 
poſſibly others might be found more worthy or het - 
ter qualified) it is no Fault in the Biſhops to receive 
and conſecrate them, and ſo to commit the Spiritual 
Power tobe. i en, pal 


S XXVI. And as itis thus evident that a Prince or 
Civil Magiſtrate- can give no Spiritual Power to a 
Biſhop, or veſt him with the Spiritual Care of a Dio- 
ceſe or Biſhoprick, but he muſt receive that Power. 
from the Biſhops of the Church; ſo it is no leſs evi- 
dent that when he is veſted with ſuch a Power he 
cannot deprive him of it, or take it from him during 
his Life. His Authority will be the ſame as to all Spi- 
ritual Matters, and his Spiritual Acts as valid after 
any ſuch pretended Deprivation as they were before 
it: And the People which were committed to his 
Charge by the Authority of the Epiſcopal College 
will be as much obliged to acknowledge him for their 
chief Governor in Spirituals as ever they were. 5 et 
ee 
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deed the Temporalties and Revenues of a Biſhoprick 
being outward and viſible Things, may happen in 
Fact to be taken from a Biſhop, even às any Man's 
Eſtate may happen to be taken from him, though he 
have never ſo good a Right to it: That is, # may 
be taken or detained from him by unjuſt Force and 
Violence. And when a Biſhop's Temporalties are 
ſo taken and detained, he cannot repel that unjuſt 
Force by any outward compulſary Method other- 
wiſe than by applying to the Civil Magiſtrate for his 


Protection and Aſſiſtance. And therefore though 


our Kings as Protectors and Guardians of the Church, 
when a Biſhoprick is vaca pf the Temporalties 


into their own Hands till the College of Biſhops 
have filled the See: Jet the Biſhop who is ſo put in- 
to that See ſues the Temporalties out of the King's 
Hands as of Right belonging to him: And if the 


King will not then deliver them to him, he is guilty 


of the ſame Injuſtice, at leaſt, as if he detained any 

other Perſon's Eſtate which of Right belonged to 
bim. And a like Act of Injuſtice will that King be 
guilty of who ſhall feize the Temporalties of a Bi- 
ſhoprick and take them into his own Poſſeſſion, or 
give them to another, whilſt the Biſhop to whom 

they were granted is living, and has a juſt Claim to 
them. And thus the Independency of the Church 
upon the State as to its pure Spiritual Powers is very 
plainly preſerved amongſt us, notwithſtanding that 
our Biſhops are nominated by the King, and ufe to 


receive their Temporalties or Revefives from him, 


and to pay him Homage for them. For though the 
King nominate the Perſon, and gives him the Lands 
and Lordſhips belonging to his See, yet it is the Me- 
tropolitan or other Biſnops only that give him his 
Spiritual Power and a Spiritual Juriſdiftion over 

that Flock which they commit to his Charge. And 
for this Reaſon,” hen a Biſnop is conſecrated and 
appointed to his Charge, he from that „ 
5 t 
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the Spiritual Father of his Dioceſe, and the People 
are obliged to receive the Word and Sacraments at 
his Hands and at the Hands of his Presbyters, al- 
though the King ſhould refuſe to veſt him with the 
Lands and Lordſhips belonging to his Biſhopyick = 
And the Caſe is the ſame if the King ſhoyKd/after- 
wards think convenient by: Act of Parliament, 'or by 
a Judgment in any of his Courts to diveſt or deptixe 
him of any or of all thoſe Lands and Lordſhips,”or 
other Revenues which may have been ſettled on the 
Biſhoprick : He will ſtill continue the rightful Pa- 
ſtor of that Flock, he will be the true Biſhop and 
Spiritual Father of that People, and -they*will be 
obliged to receive the Word and Sacraments from 
bim and his Presbyters, and from no other in Oppoſt- 
tion to him, notwithſtanding any ſuch Deprivation'or- 
Diveſtment; for the Spiritual Relation of 4 Paſtor 
to his Flock has no Dependance on his'Temporal 
| Revenues: (5) For though the Lord hath ordained thut 
they which preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel, 
yet if the Paſtor have no Maintenance from thoſe to 
whom he preaches the Goſpel, this does not by auy 
means deprive him of his Spiritual Relation to his 
Flock. St. Paul, though he told the Corinthians, that 
he had ſuch a Right to a Maintenance from them, 
yet at the ſame time declared, that he had uſed none 
of theſe Things; that is, bad received no Temporal 
Subſiſtence from them; but ſays he, (t) robbed other 
Churches, taking V. age them; to do you Service. And 
when 1 was preſent with you, and wanted, I was charge- 
ale to no Man: For that whith was lacting to me the 
Brethren which came from Macedonia ſupplied: and in 
all Things I have kept my ſelf fr om being burthenſom unto 
you, and ſo will I keep my ſelf. And yet he inſiſted upon 
his Spiritual Relation to them as their oaly Father 
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in Chriſt, notwithſtanding his receiving no Tem- 
poral. Advantage by it, ſaying, (4) Though ye bave I 51 
ten thouſand Hſtructers in Chriſt, yet have. ye not many, f 1 
Eathers:, For in Chriſt Jeſus I have begotten you through me 
the Goſpel. Wherefore I beſcech you be ye Followers of me. 
Which, is an evident Proof that the Spiritual Rela - lay 
tion a Biſhop bears to his Flock has no Dependance de 
upon the Maintenance to be receiv'd from that Flock. 
Ard that although God have given the Biſhop a Re 
Right to ſuch Maintenance, yet if he has it not, he is it, 
no leſs the Father of that Flock than if he had it- res 
Conſequently. when a Biſhop (of this Realm for In- Im 
ſtance), is veſted. by the Metropolitan to whom the Tt 
Spiritual Power of every vacant Dioceſe devolves, Ml to 
he from that time becomes the Spiritual Father of Te 
that Dioceſe, and the People are obliged. to obey: Ml the 
him in Spirituals even before the King has reſtored. 
the Temporalties, to him. Which is an Evidence 
that even according, to our own Conſtitution the 
Spiritual. Relation of a. Biſnop to bis Flock has no 


a * + 


Worldly Things, whether they belong to the Church 
or the State, ſo the Spiritnalties devolye to the Me- 
tropolitan as Head of the Epiſcopal College; or if 
there be no Metropolitan, they devolve in theſe lat - 
ter Centuries to the Metropolitical Chapter as Guar - 
dians of the Spiritualties for that time. And as the 
Metropolitan now lays no Claim to the Guardian- 
ſhip, of the Temporalties, ſo neither does the King 
or any other Civil Magiſtrate lay any Claim to the 
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| Church upon the State, &c. 51 
Spiritualties of a vacant Biſhoprick: - Conſequently 
| if the King or the whole State aſſembled in Parha- 
ment, take upon them to deprive a Biſhop, ſuch De- 
| privation cannot affect his Spiritualties which they 
ö lay no Claim to, even in a Vacancy. It can only 
; deprive him of their Protection as to the actual keep- 
| ing the Poſſeſſion of his'Temporalties: His Spiritual 
j Relation to his Dioceſe, and his'Spiritual Power over 
t, has another Original, being derived to him di- 
« Wl realy from Chrif himfalf; and conveyed to him by 
* WH lopoſition of Spiritual Hands in a regular Succeſſion. 
© WH The people of that Dioceſe are ſtill obliged" ro adhere 
„to bim as their Spiritval Father, notwithſtanding the 


ft WM Temporal Magiſtrate has thought fit to tate away 
te Revenues belonging to his See and to give them 
d do another. VV 
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e XXVII. It is the Apoſtle's Command, that the 
0. People ſhould know, receive and adhere to their Bi- 
i- WE ſhop or chief Spiritual Father. And therefore when 
St. Paul ſent home Epaphroditus (w) the Biſop of the 
it; Philippians to his Flock, he required them to receive 
e bim in the Lord with all Gladnefſs, and to hold ſuch in Re- 
R Patation. For that Epaphroditus was their Biſhop or 
BH BY chief Spiritual Governor is manifeſt from what goes 
n before, where he ſays, 7 ſuppofed it neceſſaryto ſend to 
e- % Epaphroditus, my Brother and Companion in Labour 
if a Fellow. Soldier, but your Apoſtle. For thoſe whom 


we now call Biſhops were in the firſt Age of the 
Church called Apoſtles, (x) as 1 have elſewhere pro- 
red. For it is evident from the Scriptures, that the 
\ poſtles were the chief Governors of the Church, as 
the Biſhops: have been ever ſince their Times: And 
hat not only tire Twelve and St. Paul, who were 


(w) Philip ii. 29. ; (x). Account Sf Prih-Governnent and 
overnors, Chap. 4. 25 | 7 
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immediately chofen- and ſent by Chrift himſelf, but 
divers others alſo )) as Barnabas, Epaphroditus al- 
ready mentioned, (2) Andronicus and Juma, (a) Titus 
and others. Our Tranſlation indeed calls Epaphrodi- 
tus, Titus and his Brethren, in the Places quoted, 
Meſſengers of the Churches, but why, or for what Rea- 
ſon I know not, for in the Original they are called 
Apoſtles, and it is the Original that 1s properly the 
Scripture or Word of God, and not our Tranſlation 


where it differs from it. Now the Scripture teaches, 


that the Apoſtles were the chief Governors of the 
Church, each in his own Line, Diſtrict or Dioceſe, 
as St. Paul teaches, who plainly claimed this chief 
Government in Spiritual Matters over the Corint hi. 
ans and the other Churches which he had planted, 
but pretended not to the like Authority in any other 
Apoſtle's Line or Diſtrict, ſaying, (b) We will not 
boaſt of things wit hont our Meaſure, but according to the 
Meaſure of the Rule (or Line, as it is in the Margin) 
which God hath deſtributed to us, a Meaſure to reach even 
unt o you. For we ſtretch not our ſelves beyond our Mea- 
ſure, as though we reached not unto you : For we are come 
as far as to you alſo in preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt : Not 
boaſting of Things without our Meaſure, that is, of other 
Mens Labours. From whence it appears, that each 
| Apoſile or chief Governor of the Church, which we 
now call a Biſhop, had his proper Dioceſe, Rule, Line 
or Diſtrict, in which no other might claim a Spiri- 
tual Juriſdiction independent on him: For this 
would be to make a Schiſm in the Church. And 
therefore as St. Paul claims a Spiritual JuriſdiRion 
over the Corinthians, as Within his Rule or Line,with- 
in that Diſtri& which was committed to his Charge, 
ſo he challenges it excluſive of allothers who pre- 
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tended to act there independently on him. And 
therefore though he very well approved that Apollos 
and Cephas, or any ſent by them, ſhould affiſt him 
either in the Converſion or Inſtruction of the Cerin- 
thians, yethe could not allow that any under Pretence 
of being ſent by thoſe Apoſtles ſhould undertake to 
execute a Spiritual Power in that Diſtrict in Oppo- 
fition to him, or to draw away the People from their 
Obedience to him, and encourage them to follow 
ſome other Spiritual Guide in Oppoſition to him. 
Not that Apellos or Cephas, had really themſelves 
done any thing in Oppoſition to St Paul, for they 
only watered what St. Paul had planted, and acted 
in Union with him as Friends and Aſſiſtants. But 
ſome other made nſe of the Names of thoſe Apo- 
ſtles, and pretended a Commiſſion from them to act 
independently on St. Paul within his Juxisdiction. 
And this was what he declared to be contrary to the 
Will of God, and what he could by no means allow : 
(c) For, ſays he, though ye have ten thouſand Inſtructers 
in Chriſt, yet have ye not many Fathers : For in Chriſt 
Jeſus I have begotten you through the Goſpel. Wherefore 
Ibeſeech you be ye follawers of me. That is, be obedient 
and ſubject to me as your rightful Father or Spiri- 
tual Governor, for yon cannot reje& and caſt me 
off to follow other Spiritual Guides in Oppoſition to 
me without a grievous Sin, And then he adds, For 
this Cauſe have ] ſent unto you Timotheus, who ig my 
beloved Son, and faithful in 2 Lor d, who ſhall bring you 
into Remembrance of my Ways which be in Chriſt, as 7 
teach every where in every Church. As if he had ſaid, 
I have, for this Reaſon, ſent Timothy as my Deputy 
to take the Care and Charge of you under me, and 
inſtruct you what yon ought to do till I can come my 
ſelf amongſt you. - Now ſome are puffed up as though 1 
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would nat come to jou. Some I underſtand have enter- 


rained an Opinion that I will come no more amongſt 


you, and that I have abdicated my Charge; and 
therefore ſuppoſe they may take it upon themſelves 
as if I had no longer any Authority aver you. But / 
will come to you ſhortly, if the Lord will, and will know no; 
the ſpeech of them which are puffed up, but the Power, 
By the Grace of God I intend to be with you in a 
lictle Time, and ſhall then make it my Buſineſs to 
enquire, not what Doctrines theſe Men which have 
acted in Oppoſition to me have taught, but by what 
Power or Authority they have taken upon them to 
come and act within my Diſtrict independent on me 
the chief Spiritual Father. For the Kingdom of God is 
not in Word but in Power, For the Church of C hrift, 


that Society which our Saviour has choſen out of the 


World to be his peculier People, does not ſubſiſt 
upon Doctrines and Opinions only, it is not ſufficient 


that Men believe ſuch and ſuch Things as Matters of 


Faith, this alone makes not a Kingdom, Corpora- 
tion, City or Society of Men: For every Society or 
Corporation of Meg, as the Kingdom of God is (o. 
therwiſe it cannot be a Kingdom) muſt have a Pow- 
er and Authority within itſeif derived by Commiſ- 
fon from the Founder of the Corporation, which 
Commiſſion is certainly given to me as your proper 
Father in Chriſt, and thole that are puffed up againſt 
me are by conſequence puffed up againſt Chriſt, what - 
ever Doctrines they teach: Upon which Account 
I ſhall have no Occaſion to examine their Doctrines, 
but to enquire whether they have a legal Power and 
Authority to act as Miniſters of Chriſt within my Ju- 
riſdiction in Oppoſition to me; or whether they 

ommiſſion that ſuperſedes mine, for other- 
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exerciſe that Authority amongſt you w ich 1 have 
received from Chriſt, to infli& ſuch Spiritual Cen- 
ſures as I ſhall judge you deſerve ? Will ye return 
to your Duty by fair Means or not? Theſe Words 
of St. Pau to the Corinthians, who were a Part of his 
Charge, very plainly hew, that he claimed a chief 
Spiritual Power over them independent on all Pow- 
ers of the Earth, and that he could allow none to 
act there as Paſtors of that Flock, unleſs it were as 
his Friends and Aſſociates, or as Miniſters under 
did ſo or ſided with them with Spiritual Cenſur 

_ as ſhould exclude them from the Kingdom 9: 


him: And that he had Authority to corre& ſuch 


S XXVII. After this he ſhews them, that this Su- 
ordination of one Member or Miniſter of the Church 
to another is abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the 
Union of the Body, and that whatever Spiritual 
Gifts or Graces one Member may have above another, 
yet this does not give him a new or different Statiog 
in the Body of Chriſt from what he had before. And 
this he demonſtrates by comparing the Church, or 
Body of Chriſt to the 1 Body of 4 Man, fay- 
ing, (4) Ai the Body 3s one and hath mary Members, 
and all the Mentbers of that one Body, being many are 
ene Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt. For by one Spirit we are al 
baptized into ane Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 
whether we be bond or free, and have been all made to 
drink into one Spirit. For the Body is not one Member, 
but many. Confequently Chriſt,” as to his Body an 
Church, muſt conſiſt of many Members alſo, and 
every Member muſt have its proper Station that ix 
may be uſeful t6 the Body. Conſider therefore, 7 
in the Natnr4 Body, rhe Foot ſpal ſay, Becaiſe Jan 
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56 The Independency of the 
not the Hand, I am not of the Body; is it therefore not 
of the Body? And if the Ear ſhall mo Becauſe I am not 
the Eye, I am not of the Body; ii it therefore nat of the 
Body I If the whole Body were an Eye where were the 
Hearing ? If the whole were hearing, where were the Smel- 
ling? But now hath God. ſet the Members, every one of 
them in the Body, as it hath pleafed him, And if they 
were all one Member, where were the Body? But now are 
they many Members, yet but one Body. And the Eye 
cannot ſay unto the Hand, I have no need of thee : Nor 
again the Head to the Feet, I have no need of you. But 
God bath, tempered the Body together, that there ſhould 
be no Schiſm in the Body; but that the Members ſhould 
have the ſame Care one Tor another. And whether one 
Member ſrffer, all the Members ſuffer with it; or one 
Member be honoured, all the Members rejoyce with it. 
Now ye are the Body of Chriſt and Members in particular, 
That is all Chriſtians, all that are baptized into his 
Church make one Body, and eyery ſingle Chri- 
ſtian is a Member of that Body, and helps to make up 
the whole whatever his Station be. And he that is 
in the Joweſt Station of the Church can no more ſay. 
he is no Member of it, becauſe he is not higher advan- 
' ced, than the Foot, becauſe it. is the loweſt Part of 
the Body, can ſay that it is not of the Body, becauſe 
it is not the Hand. And as it would be. unnatural 
and monſtrous in the Natural Body for the Foot to be 
placed where the Hand ſhould be, and to perform the 
Offices of the Hand, and to drive down the Hand in- 
to the Place of the Feet; ſo it would be as monſtrous 
and unnatural in the Body of Chriſt, that is in the 
Church, for any Member of it to execute the Fun- 
ctions not belonging to his proper Station. For this 
would be to make all one Member, which muſt de- 
ſtroy the Body, which neither does nor can conſiſt 
of one Member, but of many. Not of many huddled 
together in a Lump, but tempered and diſpoſed iti 
a due Order for the Uſe and Beauty of the whole. 
ft tus tt yt "te ET He 
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Ne therefore that breaks this Order and puts any 


. Member out of its proper Place makes a Schiſm in 
, the Body, and deſtroys the Beauty of it, and hinders 
5 the Members from performing their proper Fun- 


$ XXIX. S. Paul having, by this Compariſon. of 
the Church to the Natural Body of a Man, ſhewn how 
abſurd and monſtrous it is for all Men to ſuppoſe that 
they have every one the ſame Office in the Church, 
but that there muſt be different Stations and diffe- 
rent Employments for the ſeveral Members, or elſe 
that it can be no Body, proceeds then to go on, and 


particularly names the ſeveral Functions at that time 
allotted by God to ſuch as he had appajſned to offi- 3 
ciate in his Church, ſaying, (e) God hai ſer ſome in * 


his Church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets, thirdly 
Teachers, after that Miracles, then Gifts of Healing, 
Helps, Governments, Diverſities of Tongues, Are all 
Apoſtles ? Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers? Are al 
Workers of Miracles? Have all the Gifts of Healing ? 
Do all ſpeak with Tongues? Do all interpret? But covet 
earneſtly the beſt Giftf. And yet I ſhew unto you 4 more 
excellent Way. As if he had ſaid, It is indeed very 
commendable in every one to deſire the beſt Gifts, 
and to ſtrive to qualify himſelf for the higheſt Offices 

in the Church, yet the Way that I now ſhew you, 
which is to keep your proper Stations in which you 
are placed till you are regularly called to an high- 

er Office, and not to make a Schiſm in the Body of 
Chriſt, which cannot be avoided if all will be Apo- 
ſtles, all Prophets, all Teachers, ce. is much more 
excellent than the bare obtaining ſach Gifts. For, as 
he goes on, (f) Though 1 ſpeak with the Tongues of 
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38 The Independency of the 


have all Faith, ſo that I could remove Mountains, an. 


Auen and of Angels, and have not Charity, (that is, as is 
evident from what goes before, do not preſerve the 
Unity of the Church or Body of Crit, by keeping 


xo my proper Station in it, but uſurp another's Of- 


fice, or ſupport and aſliſt or joyn my ſelf to thoſe 
that do) I am become as ſounding Braſs or a tinkling ”, 
Cymbal. And though I have the Gift of Prophecy, and 
underſtand all Myſteries and all Knowledse, and though 1 


have not Charity (do not preſerve that due Subordi- 
nation of one Member to another in the” Chriſtian 
Church) I am nothing. And though I beſtow all 2 


Goods to feed the Poor, and though I give my Body to b 


e 
burned, and die a Martyr for the Chriſtian Faith, 47d 
have not Charity, but diſunite the Church by Schif- 
matical Communion, it profitech me nothing. Charity 
ſuffereth Long and is kind, Charity envyeth not, Charity 
vgunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, (He that reſolves 
to preſerve the Unity of the Church will bear any 
wrong or Injury rather than make a Schiſm, and re- 
zurn Good for Evil, he will not be envious to ſee 
another advanced above him, he will not over-value 
himſelf, or be guilty of any Infoleace towards his 
$uperiors or any elſe,) doth not behave itſelf unſeem- 
ty; ſecketh not her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no 
Evil, Rejoyceth not in Iniquity, but rejoyceth in the 
Truth. Beareth all Things, believeth all things, boperh 


| all Things, endureth all Things. He that makes the 


Unity of the Church his main Care and Concern 


will do nothing unbecoming a Member of Chri/'s 


Body, nothing which may tend to injure that 
Body or any Member of jt, hut will ſtudy to do 
and bear every Thing for Chriſt and his Church's 


Sake. Charity never faileth, but whether there be Pro- 


phecies, they ſhall fail, whether there be Tongues they ſhall 


ceaſe, whether there be Knowledge it ſhall vaniſh away. | 
This Uaity of the Church, this Communion of Saints, 


or of all the true Members of Chriſt's Body ſhall 
W 
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never have End: When all the Gifts and Graces be- 


fore- mentioned ſhall ceaſe, this ſhall continue to ever- 
laſting Ages. 


$ XXX. Thus did 8. paul vindicate his o own « bbs 


and Authority over theCorinthians,ſhewing them, that 

if they withdrew their Obedience from him to ſet up 
oppolite Paſtors indepꝭndent on him, they muſt and 
would entirely deprive themſelves of all the Bene ſits 
of Chriſtianity: For to ſet up other chief Spiritual 


Governors in Oppoſition to him who was their pro- 


per Spiritual Father in Chriſt, would be like putting 

the Feet of the Natural Body into the Place of the 
Hands, or the Ears into the Place of the Eyes, which 
muſt make a Schiſm in the Body; and that ſo doing 


they would break the Band of Charity, and ſo render 
all their Gifts and Graces, all their Spiritual Fun- 


ctions and Miniſtrations, nay even their Faith and 
Sufferings, - even Martyrdom itſelf, of no Value, 
Which plaialy ſhe ws, that he did not ſuppoſe the 
People could, at their Pleaſure, remove one Apoſtle, 

Biſnop or Paſtor, and put another in his Place; b 

on the contrary he lets them know, that if they did ſo 
they would become Schiſmaticks, and deſtitute of 
that Charity which was neceſſary to make them ac- 


ceptable to God, and without Tr wa, Fad 
moſs them acceptable. 


* xXXXI. And If the People could not Jep6ſ@ eng 
Biſhop or chief Spiritual Governor, and ſet up an- 
other in Oppoſition to him, or in his Stead, as 
S. Paul has ſo plaialy taught us, it is certain the Ci 
vil: Magiſtrate cannot do it; for as to Spiritual 

Power or Authority he is but one of the People and 
a Subject of the Church. His Civil Power indeed 
may be exerciſed over Spiritual Perſons alſo where 
the Church needs his Protection and Aſſiſtance againſt 
outward Forde; 5 but the T or Epiſcopal 
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bo The Independency of the 
Authority is a Spiritual Power derived immediately 
from Chriſt, and conſequently cannot be vacated by 
any Civil Powe. And therefore though the Civil 
Magiſtrate ſhould renounce his due Obedience to his 
Rightful, Spiritual Father, and ſet up another in his 
Nead, and command the People to do ſo too, threat- 
ning them with Civil Penalties if they do not; yet 
this will not juſtify ſuch a Revolt and make it no Sin: 
Such Depoſition of the Rightful Paſtor, and joyning 
in Communion with the latruder, will be neverthe- 
leſs a Schiſm and a Breach of the Band of Charity, 
and acco ding to the Apoſtle's Doctrine, written by 


the iafallible Direction of the Holy Ghoſt, will ren- 


der all their Doings as nothing worth. 


S XXXII. Neither did S. Paul's Abſence or Non» 
Retidence amongſt them defeat his Title to their 
Obedience; for though he was ſo long abſent that 
ſome ſuppoſed (g) he would not viſit them any 
more, yet he, even during that; Abſeace, challeng'd 
their Obedience: (þ) He was indeed abſent from them 
in Body, but he was preſent in Spirit; that is, in his 
Spiritual Power and Authority deligated to the Reſi- 
dent Presbyters that acted under him, or to ſome 
Biſhop, ſuch as (i) Timothy, or (t) Titus whom he 
ſent to viſit them in his own ſtead. And it was during 
his Abſence that this Faction in the Church of Corinth 
was ſet up againſt him, for which he ſo much blames 
them from one end of his Epiſtle to the other: Nei- 
ther was he preſent with them when he challeng'd 
their Obedience to him. A clear Evidence that he 
was as much the Biſhop or chief Paſtor of the Corin- 
thians when he was at Philippi in Macedonia (from 
whence the Poſtſcript ſays his two Epiſtles to that 
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(g) 1 Cor. iv. 18. (h) 1 Cor. v. 3. 


Church 
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Church were written) as when he was in any Part of 
Achaia, or even at Corinth itſelf. His neceſſary Ab- 
ſence from that Part of his Charge did not take away 
the Relation he bore to that Flock. Whoſoever act- 
ed there as a Spiritual Guide independent on him 
broke the Unity of that Church and the Band of Cha- 
rity, and became a Schiſmatick, and ſo were alſo all 
thoſe that communicated with ſuch an Intruder. 


S XXXIII. Neither did the Interpoſition of the 
Civil Magiſtrate, who forbad him to execute his 
Office in that or any other Place, make any Altera- 
tion in this Matter, or authorize thoſe that were 
S. Paul's Spiritual Subjects to withdraw their Obe- 
dience from him and confer it on another. The 
Magiſtrates () frequently impriſon'd him, and there- 
by rendred him uncapable of diſcharging his Fug- 
Aion either at Corinth or elſewhere; yet this, by no 

means difcharged the People committed to his 
Charge from their Doty to him: He was their Apo- 
ſtle, their Biſhop, their Spiritual Father as well when 
he was in Priſon, and not only forbidden, butaQually 
reſtrained by the Civil Magiſtrate from the Execution 
of his Office, as when at Liberty. Thus was he depo- 
Fed or barred the Exerciſe of his Function by an trre- 
ſiſtible Party, for they who could Impriſon, ſcourge 
and ſtone him, and in ſhort handle him juſt as they 

pleaſed, were certainly irreſiſtitle. And by ſuch a 
Party S. Paul was often depoſed as far as it lay in their 
Power to depoſe him, whiilſt thoſe that were puffed 
up againſt him had Liberty to preach and exerciſe 

their Functions in his Diſtri& or Dioceſe. Yet this, 
as he has plaialy taught us, did not deprive him of 
his Right over the Corinthians, or any other Part of 
his Charge, or juſtify thoſe that joined with the In- 
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truders againſt him. The Intruders and. all thoſe 
that adhered to them were nevertheleſs Sehrſmaticks, 
although the Civil Magiſtrate, with an irreſiſtible 
Force, hindred S. Paul from. officiating; to his Flock, 
and permitted them to do it, S. Paui did not allow 
that they ſhould be rightful Paſtors of the Church of 
Corinth, becauſe they had got Poſſeſſion there, and 
he by Reaſon of his Abſence. might ſeem to be ont 
of Poſleſſion ; nay, ſeemed not likely to come a- 
mongſt them any more, being ſo often impriſoned 
for executing his Paſtoral Office, () and in perpe- 
tual Danger of being put to Death, as he more than 
once tells them. And yet theſe: Men who had got 
Poſſeſſion of S. Paul's Chair at Corinth were other- 
wiſe Orthodox; for he charges them with no falſe 
Doctrine otherwiſe than as they made a Schiſm, and 
intruded themſelves into bis Diſtrict, in Oppoſition 
to him. However, he lets the Corinthians know, 
that by joining with ſuch. Men, and yielding Obes 


dience to them as their Spiritual Fathers, they brake 


the Band of Charity; and therefore though they 


| ſpoke with the Tongues of Men- and of Angels, it 


would not profit them. | 


S XXX1V. Theſe Intruders had the Civil Power 
on their ſide, and though it does not appear that the 
Magiſtrates directly authorized them to exerciſe the 
Office of Spiritual Guides at Corinth; yet it is mani 
feſt that they connived at them, and tolerated them, 
which they would not do by S- Pau or any of the 
Apoſtles. So that the Corinthians. could not adhere 
to 8. Paul, but they muſt ſuffer Perſecution: for it: 
But to thoſe Guides that were ſet up in Oppoſition to 
S. Paui, they might ad here without any ſuch Danger. 
This that Apoſtle: obſerves, ſaying, (n) Nom ye art 
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fall, now ye are rich, ye have rei 


eigned as Kings wit haus 
4. As if he had ſaid, Naw ye have caſt me off and 
got new Guides to.dixe you, you live happily and 
at eaſe z you are not diſturbed either by the Jews or 
by the Heathen, but enjoy all the Liberty and Free- 
dom you can deſire -. And 1 mould to God ye did reign, 
that me alſo might reign with you. I heartily wiſh thar 
you had obtained or preſerved this Freedom by 
juſtifiable:/Means,. and that it was not granted you on 
Account of your Oppoſition: to me, and becauſe ye 
haye rejected my: Authority, that: I might enjoy: it 
with you. For I think that God bath ſet forth us th 
Apoſtles laſt, as it were Men appointed unto Death: For 
me are made a Spectacle to the World, and to Angels, and 
to Men. We Apoſtles ſeem to be the only Men nom 
ſtruck at, others may preach with ſafety and with⸗ 
out Danger. But we are expoſed to Dangers, Cun- 
tempt and Scorn. We are Fools for Chriſt's ſale, but 
ye are miſe in Chriſt; me are Weak, but ye are Strong, 
Je are honourable, hut we are deſpiſed, We are vile and 
deſpiſed for doing our Duty, and continuing to ex- 
ercife our Apoſtolical Office notwithſtanding all the: 
Dangers and Hazards we incurt by ſo doing, but ye 
are wiſe. Chriſtians. that leaving our Communion 
and joining yourſelves. to thofe that know how. tor: 
make an Intereſt: with the Magiſtrates can ſecureyours: 
ſelves and avoid: Perſecution. Hereby you live ho- 
nourably and creditably in the World, whilſt we are 
contemptible. Even unto this preſent Hour we both 
Hunger and Thirſt; and are naked, and are buffeted,. and 
have no certain Dwelling-Place. And labour, working; 
mit hour omn Hands; being reviled we bleſs ,, being per- 
ſeented me ſuffer it; being defam:d me intreat, and pray 
to God for them that Calumniate or falſely accuſe 
us ; we are made at the Filth of the Nould, and the Off. 
ſcouring of all thing: unto this Day. I nrite not theſe 
Tings to ſhame you, but at my beloved Sons I warn yen. 
dy ave 
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64 The Independency of the 
have come in amongſt you, yet Ido not now men- 
tion it in order to reproach you for the ill Uſage 1 
have received at your Hands, in that you have for- 
ſaken me, becauſe I have been perſecuted by the Civil 
Powers, and thereby hindred from coming to you, 
and have ſet upothers to communicate with as Guides 
in Oppoſition to me. For though you have ten thou- 
ſand Inſtructers in Chriſt, yet have ye not many Fathers; 
for in Chriſt Jeſus I have begotten you through the Goſ- 
pel. Wherefore, I beſeech you be ye Followers of me. 
Though you have had never ſo many Preachers a- 
mongſt you, yet have you not many Spiritual Fathers, 
Apoſtles or Biſhops; for 1 am your proper Apoſtle 
or Biſhop, having a Right to your Spiritual Obe- 
dience, by planting the Goſpel among you, and there - 
fore no other can challenge that Authority over it, 
till I deliver it to a Succeſſor, either by Death or 
Reſignation; or at leaſt by ſome juſt Forfeiture : And 
for this Reaſon I muſt ſtil] intreat you to adhere to 
me as your proper Biſhop. For this Cauſe have I ſent 
unto you Timotheus, who is my beloved Son and faithful 
in the Lord, who ſhall bring you into remembrance of my 
Ways, which be in Chriſt, as I teach every where in 
every Church. Now ſome are pufſed up, as though I 
would not come to you. I will ſend Timothy to ſupply - 
my Place for the preſent, and foraſmuch as ſome by 
reaſon of my Abſence take occaſion to deſpiſe me, 
IT will come to you ſhortly, if the Lord will, 
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S XXV. From hence we may juſtly conclude, that n 
neither S. Paul's Abſence, nor the Civil Magiſtrate's 7 
forbidding him to execute his Office whilſt he per- t 
mitted others, Orthodor: enough in all other reſpects, b 
(for ought that appears to the contrary) to ſupply f 
his Place, and take the Care of his Church in Oppo- F 

tion to him, could really take away his Right to t 

the Spiritual Charge of that Diſtrict which was his 7 
peculiar Care, to Authorize the People to join _— 
thoſe 
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thoſe intruders, ſince it is the main End of his Epiſtles 
to the Corinthians to convince; them that — 
in the wrong in ſo doing · Not that he was, for bin- 
dring any one from coming thither in his Abſence, 
or even when he was preſent, to teach and inſtruct 
the People in ConjunQion. with himſelf, nor was 
he offended that Apollos or Cepbas or any ocher Mini- 
ſter of Chiſt ſhould water what he had planted, whilſt 
they acted ah as Brothers, Companions or. Fellow- 
Labourers, by they were Apoſtles of the ſame Order 
with himſelf; or as Miniſters under him, if they were 
of an loferior Order. But he could not approve that 
they ſhould, do thus within his Line, in Oppoſition 
to him, and without any Dependence upon him, 
without any regard to his Juriſdiction there, as the 
true Apoſtle or Biſhop. of that Flock; nor could he 
like of the Peoples. joining in Communion with ſuch 
Men as their Paſtors. Hence, it is manifeſt, that 
the Civil Magiſtrates for bidding an Apoſtle or Bi- 
ſhop to exerciſe his Function, and not only threat- 


ning, but actually executio a the oo | — 4. — 
Pantihmenty, upon ang 


8 Xin etal abs t W in this, Argo 
ment of late Years, did aotundertaketo-juſtify 
Deprivations, but only pretended we may his if an 
them, though ſuppoſing them to. be not only Unjuſt, 
but Invalid, if impoſed by an ire ſiſtihie Power, pro- 
vided thoſe be otherwiſe Orthodox, who take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of their Places. Dr. Hoch indeed has told us, 

that he reſerved (o) the Vindication of the —— f 
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66 The Indepotidoney F the 
the. Cuil Power, : in depriving: 4 Biſhop: for Political Or . 
for a pupticutar Treatiſe!' But upon farther Conſi 
deratlon, he thought it better not to make ally ſuch 
| Arovipt "But 4 Which be did think proper to 
malntain} was, that granting all Lay-depyovations were 


6 
„ EY 


invalid; nay;' ſuppoſmy thin not only uncanonical but - 


unjuſt ; hay; ſuppoſe the Dep river not only Lu man but 
. 18 2 15 being "likewiſe an Hertel: Suppoſe 
"that ih ejected Biſhoy was deprivid for tee 


be 
1 Frith, and for opp Mg ofing Vice or Hereſy +  Nohwith- 


ſtanding al this; be 28 'That if he wut 4 el by a 


Power Irteſiſtible, 4 Submi fon ro the" pr ofent "Poſſaſſor, 
(if otherwiſe irexceprlottabls'Y i : Yawftl ard warvented 
the general. practice of ini Aut. And in order to 
prove tliis, he gives us along Catalogus of Examples 

from the PraRtice of the Ancient Church, as he calls 
it. But his eldeſt Inſtanees come not üp to the 
fourth. Century, and all before are dire againſt 
him as has be 
the Huſtoribuſ Collections. They ars all Inſtanees taken 
ftomthe-Gorrupt Ages of the Church, and were they 


all fairly: repr repreſented i jd. they are many of them 


far from being ſo not be proper Precedents 


for us to Glow. bete Caſe' of En 15 of Au. 
au the fourth 
ecedents, 


tuch aud of S. Jou CW. On come with? 
Century; and might Eo iybie 45 go 
but he has nes rr ale. them, 5 hes 
ing rightly ſtated and conſidered, they are dire ly 

_—_ in Haut if they were not, is Inſtance of 
. Pal th Apoſtle and Biſhop of the Coracbians, i 


Precedent depond all tbers; and if he did not think 
the ſtew! n Power, Which is what Dr. Hody means by 


his Trrefiſtible Force,” could depoſe him from bis Spr- 


ritual Authority over the Corinthians, then can they 


not depsſe shy of bis Süeceffbrs, that” is any Biſhop 
of lis Authority over his Dioceſe. 
ſecutar Governors depoſed S. Pau, as far as it Was 
in theif Power to do, i is * inoſt certain * yu 

ave 


1 ſhewed by 'the Learned Author of | 
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Nöw that the 
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exerciſe” his Function of ad 


ſome Pefſous eame tb Corinth,” WHICh Was S. Pais 
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I haye already produced. For they forbad him to 

| Apoftle or Biſhop; and 
ben he did not think fit to'dbey them, being of the 
ſame Opinion with the other A poſtles, that he ought 


to obey God rather than Man; they impriſdd biz, 


they ſcourged him, tliey thiestned bim with [ 
and had actualy put Him té Death if be Had ne 
made Eſcapes from them dy gerthig Gut of a Winder 


in a Basket or ſich like way. "Whilſt 8. Pank lay Un- 


der this State Depoſition, under this 7veſfible ird, 


Diſtriꝙ or Dioveſe, and tobk upbn them tb ger 
that Church Iadependent on Him, the Migiſttar 
gave theſe Mende Diſturbante, Hat *permitred\the 
to perform the Offices of Chri fan Prieſts in“ 


Place, and that Church was free from Perſecution, 
whilſt they withdte from BA Co nbd. er 
this Submiffion of theirs to the preſent Poſſeſſots Hut 
S. Paul was kept from then by arr rf Peives, 
was the very thing he condemned then for; the th 
for which he blainie@' them in Both His Epittl 1 
told them that Whilſt chey continue iy this Schick, 
all their Gifts and Graces; ny; n the 'g00d'Hiteiſs 
they cold perform undet fuck Y'Breath of Char! 
or Unity ofthe Church, wodk Yrofit them Nothing. 
And theſe Epiſtles of 'S: Heul, Contain not his bare | 
Opinion, but were written by nfpiratfon of the Holy  - 
Ghoſt. Air are rhe Word of Sed, and theref 
the Do&rines confined Jn fp aps bf Divine Au- 
thority, and are übt to be Cangened by any Hinjad 
Reaſons or Precedeftts: And the Practice of the 
traty Primttive Church, was agreeable fo this very 
ae dee ke Fm eee 
O the 


ovatians, the Donatiſts and the Aeletiau. 
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68 | The Independency of the 


s xxxvi. 1 aledged, ) ( Dr. Eich by ar 
of our Adver ſaries that the Novatians, the Donatiſts, 
and the Meletians of ESYPt were Schiſmaticks in the 
Opinion of the Church, becauſe the Biſhops who firſt 
beaded them, were ſecond Biſhops ; bat this is eaſily an- 
ſwer d: For the Biſhops whom they followed, were not 
ſet up by any Soveteigu coercive Power; in the room ef 
others depoſed, bur were ſet up by Inferiour Perſons, & 


gainſt others poſſeſſed of the Sees,” I have already ſaid, | 


thatat it not every ane whom a ſmall. tymultuous Party 
Hall get to be ordained, that ought to be received as aBiſnepʒ 
but that which we maintain is this, That where the lawful 
e 
ceſſor n YE acknowledged, % 293 O ed; mim of 


/ Cort) tent bag 4033S: 
S Xxxvin. But it is evident from 8. Cyprian (an 
Author who lived in the time of Novatian, and has 

given a fuller Account of the Riſe of that Schiſm than 
"any other) that the Novatians were not a ſmall tumul- 
tauaus Party, but a very numero um Body, and alſo had 
the Protection of the State when the Orthodox had 
it not. And if they were not at firſt ſet up by the 
Sovereign Power, they were ſoon received and pro- 
tected by it; they were allowed to purchaſe Lands 
and Houſes, to build Churches and enjoy them, and 
were protected in the Execution of their Spiritual 
Functions, whilſt the Catholicks were petrſecuted by 
the Emperors Gallus and Voluſianus. That they were 
a numerous Body, diffuſed io all Parts of the Empire, 


S. Cyprian ſhews, whea he tells us, (4) That whereas 
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cle of Sees Vacant, page 19. 
(aq) Cumq; ary wor per omnes Provincias & per Urbes 
ſingulas Ordinati-fint-Epiſcopi, in ætate antiqui, in fide inte- 


gri, in Preſſura Probati, in Perſecutione proſcripti ; Ille ſu - 


per eos creare alios Pſeudoepiſcopos audeat. Quaſi poſſit aut 
totum Orbem novi conatus obſtinatione peragrare, Cypr. Epiſt. 
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long fince Biſhops venerable for Age, ſo 
in s 


bs 


Church- Lands or . 


8 
* ir 2 1 _— — — —＋§.s ·˙ rm 3. 


— www „ „ = * cd A i. 
** * * bY 


— 


9 * 


o 
3-25 
* <- 2 


. 8 4. 5 4 1 14 7 1 r : 5 a 2 p | ; 
_ (r) lag; Eccleſia ſuw Damon, & loca” ſepulchrie apts; fins” 
inquietudine corfirmirer-preacipimes: es. ſcilicet qua e d 


tur no te mpore vel exemplo babueruit vel qualibet qusſterunt 
ratione. Providendum erit ne quid pſurpare conentur ex 

his qua ante diſcidium, ad Eccleas pegpetu ſanQiratis pet, 
tinuiſſe maniſeſtum eft; '"Cod: Theoda J. 
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"nd, gp 5 Who. are the Seryants 9 Chriſt, 
where Devi Tor s bo are the Chriſtians . 


Acre fegits againſt *. For he does nt ſeek after thoſe 
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nd Capti vet: He goes on ta proveke 
om Ke lest Chriſt to dme, Now, if Newa. 


rag, or any of, lis Party bad Se in this Perſequ- 
tian. er Gale 1720 been per- 
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and Coligratulates hi wpon” his Return. f 
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ning of this Perſecution to the End of it; the Mes 
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Q Chiveh, white perk pi 


of Cernelins, which e 2 ort ume after 5 
Baniſhment's Zaciut wageonſecrated i his Read, who 
was alſd baniſned, but lire td return fr his 
niſiment, upon _ Hanh at Ge a pblaſſun, 
which Joily - ns for they" did not 
Reign — ns aud chan the — (he 
ſed for a time Te tit Luniur, 8 Or Ale Writes 
Baniſnment; and _ other things 


— his 
(t)\We'i anverffind, our Ane Brother; e ee 1 5 
the whole —— gau, ee 72 
of the Diuiur a) 3 5 
eee Ps ft 
upon nelus mt | 
20 you : That to confound —— . Marys onion 4 
ſhewed, which was his Church, who 3 his own Biſh 
fen by divint! Appointment 5 ie 5h Pre; jeimei in 
the Honaur of the Prieftiived with ehe Biſhoy, which the 
united and true Peoplt-of Chriſt, joined ropther in Ch 
rity 4s thei Lard's Selz > "who: they were when the Emm 
cuntenuiu mii, who dn: the cont, „hen the". 
Jpared: as bis amn. Thus We ſoe t it from the Begin 


tian bort no ſhare of it. For it is plain by thoſe” he 
calls Herericks in this Paſſage, he means tem; We | 
Want ee are mukft ch fame in Senſe; with thoſe 
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72 The Independeney of the 
before quoted from the former Epiſtle, which are 
expreſly applied to Nevatian and his Followers by 
Name: Then thoſe Words, | who is one Biſhop, muſt 
refer to Nevatian, who ſet up for the other Biſhop. 


We cannot therefore ſay, that the Novation: were a 


ſmall,tomultuous Party who had no Sovereign coer= 
cive Power to ſupport them: For it is plain, the Em- 
peror was of Nevatian s Side: For he baniſn d Cor- 
nelius, his Competitor, and put him to Death; and 
when Lucius was ordained his Succeſſor, he baniſ'd 
him alſo, leaving the ſole Poſſeſſion to Novarian; 
and yet the Church looked upon Nouati an and his 
Followers to be as much Schiſmaticks whilſt they 
had the ſole Poſſeſſion of the Chriſtian Churches as 
they were before or after. |} © © 
S XXXIX. Then as to the Donati/ts, though they 
were indeed a tumultuous Party, they were far from 
being a ſmall Party, for they had as many Biſhops in 

Africa as the Catholicks themſelves: And by Means 
of their Circumcellions or Banditti were very often an 

Irreſiſtible Party: And in the Reign of Julian had the 
Sovereign Coercive Power on their Side, as we may 
learn from Optatus and 8. Auſtin, and all that have 
given us any Account of that Schiſm. Neither were 
the Meletians of Egypt a ſmall Party, for they were 
too many for the Biſhop of Alexandria, the Primate 
of that Country, to deal with; nor could the Coun- 
cil of Nice itſelf effectually quell them. () Dr. Hody 
ſays, The only 'Quiſtion in whether Paul er Apollos 
may be follow'q when Cephas is in Priſon, and is render d 
uncapable of Acting as an Apojtle2| And 1 ſuppoſe it is 
the ſame thing it we ask, ¶ hether it be lawful to follow 
Cephas or Apollos when Haul is in Pri ſon. For the Caſe 
is juſt the ſame, and the Anſwer is very eaſy, and 
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made by 8. Paul himſelf. (w) If Apollor or C. 
come in to water What S. Paul has planted, they do 
well. If they come in as Friends or Aſſiſtants to 
S. Paul to feed his Flock whilſt he is diſabled from 
doing it himſelf, and act therein only as his Compa- 
nions and Fellow- Labourers, they may and ought to 
be followed, for ſo to follow them is to follow Paul 
alſo, whether he be in Priſon or not, whether he be 
preſent or abſent.” But if Cephas or Apollo come into 
S. Paul's Diſtrict, and one of them tells the People 
he is now their Spiritual Father in Pais ſtead; 
and they are no more to look upon Paul as their Apo- 
{tle or Biſhop, becauſe he is impriſoned and rendred 
uncapable of acting as an Apoſtle among them, this 
S. Pm would ſay is () ſFerching themſelves beyond 
their Meaſure, and boaſting in another Man's Line, 
And whether it was Apollos or Cephas that did this, 
he would be a Schiſmatick, and break the Band of by 
Charity, and therefore though he Tpake with the 
Tongues of Men and of A els, he ought not to be 
followed, for he could profit them nothing. 8. Paul . - 
was frequently impriſoned, and yet, as I have ſhewed, 
he did not think that he thereby loſt his Right of 4 
Spiritual Obedience from the Corinthians, and 9 
| ()) therefore beſeeches them to be Followers of him. And © 
indeed it would be a very hard Caſe if a, Paſtor © 
ö was to loſe his Right over his Flock, becauſe he 
is wy gk as S. Paul was, for doing his Duty; 
| Yet this is what the Doctor has pleaded for. Suppoſe, 
; ſays he, that the ejefted Biſhop was deprived for adhering . 
to tbe Truth, and for oppoſing Vice: ar Hereſy :"Nor- _ 
5 
5 
| 


withſtanding all this, 1 aſſert, That if be was deprived bj 
Power Irreſtible, 4 Submiſſion to the preſent Poſſeſſor 
Gf otherwiſe unexceptionable) is lawful and warranted by 
the general Prattice of the Ancients. But we have ſeen | 
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that it is not oy al by the Scripture, nor by 
the moſt ancient Church in the Caſe of the Nove- 
nan, Danaiſts, and AMeletiansy who were the finſt 
that formed a; Schiſm by bringing in a ſecond Bi- 
ſhop into a full See. And we have ſren that 8. oi 
prian was ſo far. — thinking that the Impriſon- 
ment of Cornelius or Lucius could give Noumian a 
Right to the Biſhoprick of Rome, hecauſe they were 
thereby incapacitated to act as Biſhops, and Newatian 
was left as the ſole Biſhop in full Poſſeſſian of that 
Church, as far as a Sovereiga coercive Power cpuld 
give him Poſſeſſion, by permitting: him at leaſt, if 
got authorizing him, to poſſeſs the Honſes and 
Churches belonging to the Catholicks befpre the 
Breach (as I have proved rom the Law of Cen 
tine, which, commanded: them to be reſtored) and 
by leaving no other Biſnop to act in Rome hut him- 
ſelf, that he makes this very Thing an Argument 
that Cerneliis and Lucius were the true and rightfol 
Biſhops, and that Novatian was not ſo; that God ap- 
proved of thoſe two as his e becauſt he per 
mitted them to be impriſoged, and did not approve 
of Novati an, becauſe he let — and C's Wo eſcape 
the Perſecution. ; So far is the Doctor's Aſſertion, 
that though a Biſbop be depri ved by. 4 Soyereign coercive 
Power for adhering to the T ruth, yet it may be lamful to 
comply with the Succeſſor, who is permitted or autho- 
rized by that Sovereign Power to ſupply his Place; from 
being agreable to the Senſe of the Ancients, that no- 
thing is more contrary. to the Senſe. of. truly Pri- 
mitive hi wan Ae anne them: 
. n . * 


3. * 2 
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e as Irreſiſtible Force.  Lamful,Sovereigg::Pawers 
by indeed always Irreſiſtible, ſo as they may not be 
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to reſiſt them; (S) for all ſuch ReGſtance is 1 
den under the Penalty of Damnation: But if Dy Ne. 
ſcſtance we underſtand not complying with or Veld. 
ing Obedience to their juſt Commands, then no H. 
mane Power can be 1rreſiftible-; for we may chobſe to 
obey God rather than Man; and fuffer as 
and all Temporal Penalties they will inffict wittf 
tience and Reſignation to the Will of God, and b. 
Prayers and Tears commit our Cauſe to him, as the 
Primitive Chriſtians did. And by this Means they at 
laſt, in-Gad's good Time, which is always the beſt 
moſt proper Time, overcame their Perſecutors, 
aud brought the Powers of the World into the 
Church. But: ſhameful Compliances againſt" the 
Truth, which is what the Doctor pleads for, never 
proved to the Advantage of the — how likely 


{9ever. in humane — * 2 W e Proper to | 
min ſock reel a 


it 8 XII. it — objected dj and cat the 
Jemiſu Prieſts were of Divine luſtitution as welF-as 
the 8 and therefore as to their Prieſthodd as 
much independent on the Civil Power, yet King 85. 
lomon depoſed the High-Prieſt Abi athar and put᷑ Zu- 
dok in his Room. But if we look into the Story as 
related in the Scripture, we ſhall find that Sehon 
did not depoſa Abiathar,' as that ſignifies, N 

on 


him of bis Frieſtbaod, or even of the Stati 
in the Jemiſh hurch. For in the firſt place el 
certain Aham was. not the Hiph<Prieft, ut Zak. 
For in the Famerof + Davithc(o)<Zadeb 'the 
Aeroniees,::or' whole. Family of the Prieſtse Att 
when David fled from Abſalom; and the Prleſts fei- 
lowed him with the Ark, athar was 


.thangh Abi | 
yet t. the Charge of the Ark plainly dec aa 


. . . „ bo Wc 1 
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(2) n. zul. 2. © 4 chan. iI 15. — 
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(b) for it was he, and not Abiathar, conducted thoſe 
that bore it; and he, and not Abiathar, was required 


by the King to carry it back to Jeraſalem. And when 


theſe two are named together, (c) as they are in ſe- 
veral Places, Zadek is always named firſt; and it 
cannot be thought it ſhould always have been ſo if 
Abiatbar had been the Superior: Vet we never read 
that Abiathar and Zadoł were the Prieſts, but always 
Zadol and Abiat har. A ſure Argument that Zadok 
was the High- Prieſt, and Abiathar but the Second 
Prieſt. It 16 alſo evident that the Hereditary Right 
to the High- Prieſthood was in Zadok, (4) who was 
deſcended from Eleazar the eldeſt Son of Aaron, 


and not in Abi at har, (e) who was deſcended from Ih- 


mar the youngeſt Son of Aaron. It is therefore a 
great Miſtake to ſay, that Abiathar was the High= 
Prieſt, when it is ſo evident that not he, but Z adol, 
was ſo all along in the Days of David, and before this 
pretended Depoſition by Solomon. However, was 
he the firſt or the ſecond Prieſt, they ſay it is plain 
Solomon de poſed him. Let us then examine that 
tter, and ſee whether he was properly depoſed or 
not, that is, either deprived of his nde or r of | 


hes Station | in the Jemiſk-Ghurch. ot 49) 


Py XLII. 440 Fab and Micah had FIR 
intoan open Rebellion againſt David and. Solomon, for 
which Solomon thought fit to put the two former to 
Death; and if he had done the ſame by Abi at har he 


had done no more than he had Right to do. For an 
Esccleſiaſtical Function gives no one an Exemption 


from adue Obedience to the Civil Magiſtrate, or puts 
* out oP! the Perera of he CONT Laws. _ 


# KY 22 6g: £6 ty. 7 POTTY. ; yn" pp — 
cb) 2 a e. 24, 23. 1 PL 
(e) 2 Sam. Xv. 29, 36, 36. xvii. 46. —— 

1 Chr. xv. 11. 
(d) 1 Chron, vi. 53. ) 1 been. xxiv. UL 6 
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there 


church upon the State, &c. 77 
therefore Solomon had an undeubted Right to inflit 
what Temporal Puniſhment on Abiathar for his Trea- 
ſon that he pleaſed. But he thought fit to ſpare 
his Life, and only confine him to à gentle Impriſon- 
ment within his own Lands. (7) And unte Abiathar 
the Prieſt ſaid the King, Get thee unto Anathoth thin 
own Field:; for thou art worthy of Death But I will not 
at this time put thee to Death. This was Solomon's Sen- 
tence which he paſſed upon this Prieſtz and/was 
plainly no other than a Civil Sentence: For Confine- 
ment or Impriſonment, whether cloſe or large, is 
undoubtedly the Right of the Civil Magiſtrate to 
inflict, and of no other; and this was all that Solomom 
did: He did not ſo much as take away bis Lands from 
him which belonged to him as a Prieſt, but com- 
manded him to go and live upon them. But if he 
had deprived him of his Prieſthood, he muſt have 
deprived him of thoſe Lands which were givel by 
God to the Prieſts, and which therefore none but a 
Prieſt could} enjoy. But then ſay the Adverſaries, 
it follows in the next Place; Se Solomon thraſt owe 
Abiathar from being Prieſt unto the Lerd. Very right, 
by confining him to Anathorb he diſabled him from 
executing his Office of a Prieſt in the Temple at 7 
ruſalem: But Solomon paſſed no Sentence of Depoſition 
or Deprivation upon him, which is the Eccleſiaſtical 
Sentence; he only paſſed the Sentence of Confine- 
ment. It is true, that Sentence of Confinement, 
whilſt he lay under it, hindred him from officiating 
ia the Temple, but ſo would a fit of Sickheſs or u 
broken Leg have done, yet ſurely no one wil ſay 
that a broken Leg or a fit of Sickneſs de poſes or de- 

prives a Prieſt or Biſhop. that it puts him out of the 
Station he held in the Church, and yet it will diſable 
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keep him from exetuting his Office: ſo long as it laſts: 


And therefore, notwithſtanding this pretended Do- 


poſition, Abiathar was ſtill reputed to be the ſecomd 
Prieſt in the Days of Solomon, even as he was in the 
Reiga of David, for after this Conſinement to Ana- 
thothꝭ we read (2) that Zadok and Abi athar were the 
Prieſts; which would not have been if he had been 
deprived of his Prieſthood, or of his Station in the 
Chutch, as well as hindred from exeonting his Of- 
kce by Confi nement. But they tell us, that he muſt 
dave been deprived, becauſe another was put into 
his Room: For ſo fays the Text, (% And Zadok 


the Prieſt did the King, put in ihe Room of Abiathar. 


But the Original is, Aud Zadok'ither: Prieſt did the 
King gebe fer Abiathar- Which caünbt here mean, 
that he put Zadab into Abiathar's Place, for that 
would have been to have degraded him from the 


Office of High · Prieſt to that of Second Prieſt. But 


a. delt was High- Prieſt, it belonged to him do 


ſee that all Offices in the Temple were duly per fort - 


ed; conſequently if any Prieſt was, upon auy Ac- 
count, diſabled from officiating, he was obliged to 
ſreithat Charge performed by himſelf, or ſome other 
Prieſt whom he ſhould appoint. Therefore the King 
having, by confining Ab:athar to Anarhoth, diſabled 
him from performing the Office-of Second Prieſt: in 
the Temple, directed - Zadok, the High-Prieft, to 
take cart that the Office of the Second Prieſt might 
not be omitted by Reaſon of the Diſability of Abia- 
ther. Thus he gave Zadok for Abiathar, by requi- 
ring him to ſee Abiathar's Duty performed. As if 
gur King ſhould, for ſome Temporal Crime, — 2 
ſon the Biſhop of London, and then bid the Archbi- 
fp of Canterbury (to whom it belongs of Courſe 


during the Diſability of the proper Biſhop) to take 


care of that Dioceſe. This would be giving the Peo- 


( 
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(80 I King. iv. 4. (b) 1 King. li. 35. wy 
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ple of Londert the Archbiſhop of ©lmrerbiry for their 
on Biſhop, but herd neither be 'd&poling the Bi 


ſhop of Tamm, eh. ting another im his Room: 
And yet this is new 3432 eber Solomon e Wien Re- 
lation to Aale, 1h 4391:3 
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8 XIII. The' Adverfities FA hs 1 
of the Church finding their Aſſertions to fail, add 
not to be maintainable, have ſince come to putting of 
Queries: And we are asked, H Chriſt appointed, n 
bis Apo, 8 any Rule in the. fang Wrlep gs for A 
Poſing 0 5? To which it may be. er, T 
it laing een proved, that Chriſt Himſelf ordai | 
his Apoſtles; and ſent hem #5 be mas ſent by che Farber 
he thereby gave them Authority to'-ordain others 
to that Feen, rig th ad 8 Seer — 
appears from t r ugs, that they adi 
did inveſt ot 8 (op ſame ha Jom we ne 
call Biſhops Theatre if neither He for bis Apo? 
ſtles have 1 any Rule for de a ied, ices 1 
given Authority 5 any £0 hy there he 
a Biſhop be de ant le 
rity derived ftbm br ivy ut we tet 
| by an Authority derived 100 im,-or not at | 

otherwiſe we muͤſt ſer up an Authority in / the Church 
above Chriſt: For if any, Power du Erth cau des 
prive a Man of z "Ie! eriyed® m Chriſt, With! 
out deriving t df Deprivation rom 
al ſoʒ then has Are i a Supreme _ over his 
Church, for there is another above Kim that can 
undo what be has done; Which it W SA He bark wh. 
ſard add blaſphegions for any May do fag. But che 


Sacred Writings have taught us, that a Biſhop ma 
fall from his Biſhoprick by Tranlſgreſſion, (i) N 
they declare that Fuzlas fell from hi — igang : 


that when a Biſhop ſo. falls by — 
() 45. is aß. a8. * 9 „Fier 
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other 


C4 w> #® 7 "4 


TQ- IEAM EU T 9501 VBa 5 Menn 
S XIIV. Anather. Query is, Was ner the judejng. 
and depoſing of Biſhaps by-Provinciel Synods in the Begin- 
ning, 4 Prudential, no Divine Inſtitution, ſuch a one as 
the. Church thought ro be beſt in their Circumſtances, as. 
was the Diviſten.o the whole Church into Diſtrifts, called 
in our Moden Terms, Dioceſes and Provinces, after the 
Plan of the Civil Empire ? It may be anſwered, That 
I. have already ſhewed, that the Diviſion of the 
Church into Diſtrifts, which we now call Dioceſes or 
Provinces, was made by the Apoſtles themſelves, and 
that not meerly upon Prudential Reaſons, as is here 
ſuggeſted, but by the. Directions of the Holy Ghoſt; 
— therefore St. Paul (I) calls his Oiſtrict, the Aa- 
ſare.of the Rule or Lint which God had diſtributed to him. 
And if herein they followed the Plan of the Civil 
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church upon the State, &c. 81 

Empire, what follows from thence? Only that they 
ſaw no Occaſion to make new Meaſures and Bounda- 
ries for the World when they Taw it already well 
bounded to their Hand. But ſtill they did not go to 
the Civil Magiſtrate to know which Province he 
would be pleaſed to allot to each Apoſtle. They 
firſt made S. James the Biſhop of Fer«/alein, allotting 
to him that City and its Territory; and the othef 
Apoſtles diſperſed themſelves into the other Parts of 
the World, each taking ſuch a Province or Number 
of Provinces as was thought proper among them- 
ſelves. And when any of them had made ſuch 4 
Multitude of Converts as were too many for his ow] n 
ſingle Inſpection and Government, then he ordain'd 
ſome other Perſon to be Biſhop or chief Spiritual Ru- 
ler of ſuch a Diftri& or Dioceſe within his Province as 
he thought fit to commit to his Charge; and they took 
care that no one ſhould meddle iti another's Diſtrict; 
or (m) ſtretch himſelf beyond his Meaſure. Thus the 
whole Church was divided into Diſtricts or Dioctſes 
by the Apoſtles; ds appests from the Sacred Writings; 
and therefore this was a Divine, not an Humane Infti- 
tution, as the Queriſt pretends, made upon Prudential 
Reaſons or by an Humane Authority, the Apoſtles 
in this, as in the other Settlements of the Church, 
following the Directions of the Holy Ghoſt. Sb alſo 
the Meeting of Provincial Synods, that is, Synods of 
Neighbouring Biſhops, to judge and determine con- 
cerning the Affairs of the Church, was not a meer 
Prudential Inſtitution, but derived from the Practice 
of the Apoſtles; who, by the Dltections of the Ho- 
ly- Ghoſt, ſettled that Method for determining ſuch 
Controverſies as might ariſe. Thus, when a Con- 
troverly aroſe cohcerning Circumciſien, (x) the 

Apoſtles met in Council at Jeruſalem to determine the 
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(m) 2 Cor. x. 14. 
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Queſtion: 
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Queſtion, And that they acted herein not upon Fru- 
dential Reaſons only, but by Divine Appoiatmenty 
is evident from the Decree then made; wherein they - 
ſay, (o) It ſeemed good. to the | Hely-Ghoſt and to us; 
And if the Holy-Ghoſt had not directed them to 
that Method of ending this Matter, they would not 
haye enforced their Decree with his Authority. Is 
the Holy-Ghoſt to be made the Author of a meer 
Prudential Conſtitution ? They Had alſo an expreſs 
Warrant from Chrift thus to determine Controvers 
ſjes of the Church by meeting together in Synodical | 
Aſſemblies; and he-had promiſed, (p) That where to 
or three ſhould ſo meet _ in bis Name, he would be 
in the midſt of them. Not only to determine Matters 
of Faith, Doctt ine or Practice, ſuch as are mention d 
to have been determin'd in the Apoſtolical Synod, 
but to hear and determine Differences between Man 
and Man, () and to examine Witneſſes, conſequent- 
ly to judge of all Matters wherein the Church may be 
concerned. And therefore as the Church is con- 
_ cerned to know whether a Biſhop is fallen from his 
Biſhoprick by Tranſgreſlion or not, they mult there- 
by receive a Power to determine that alſo. Fot 
ſince the Scriptures teach us, that the Apoſtles and 
their Succeſſors the Biſhops, were ſent by Chri/ even 
as he was ſent by the Father, that is, were appoint- 
ed to govern the Church under him as the ſupreme 
Head, for ſo the Words muſt mean, or they mean 
nothing; and he had before directed, that in Matters 
of Spiritual Judicature, they ſhould meet two or 
three, or more, to hear and determine ſuch Cauſes, 
and promiſed to be in the midit of them to ratify and 
confirm theit Judgment when ſo met in his Name, 
(r) and to bind or looſe in Heaven what they ſhould at ſuch 
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(o) Add. xv. 28. (p) Matt. XV Ii. 20. 
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Church upon the State, Kc. 83 
Meetings bind or looſe on Earth, it is plain that he 
authorized them to meet in Synods Provincial, Na- 
tional or Oecumenical, according as they conve- 
niently might do, to judge all Spiritual Cauſes: And 
whether a Biſhop has been guilty of ſuch a Tranſ- 
greſſion as may forfeit his Biſhoprick, is certainly a 
Spiritual Cauſe, and which the Apoſtles did judge id 
the caſe of Judas; it is evident then that the Judging 
and Depoſing of Biſhops by Provincial Synods in the Begin. 
ning, was not a meer Prudential, but a Divine Inſtitution, as 
was alſo the Diviſion of the whole Church into certain Di- 
ſtricts called in our Modern Terms Dioceſes and Provinces, 
after the Plan of the Civil Empire. As I have already 
proved. : ; 


$ XLV. it is alſo asked, Did not the Emperors whent 

they became Chriſtian, yield the Cauſes of Biſhops, as ſor- 
nerly to Synods, out of meer Favour, and as looking upont 
them to be abler Judges of Matters that concerned the 
Faith and Diſcipline of the Church than the Hleathen Ma- 
Leiſtrates, who were then moſtly peſſeſſed of thoſe Offices 
under the Chriſtian Emperors ? 1 have already proved 
in the Anſwer to the former Queſtion; that Biſkops 
Thad a Divine Right, or a Right by Divine Inſtitu- 
tion, given by Chriſt himſelf, to meet in Syuods, to 
hear and determine Spiritual Cauſes: And-therefore 
when Chriſtian Emperors confirmed that Right by 
their Civil Laws; it was not a Matter of meer Favour; 
but what they were. obliged to as Chriſtians; if they 
had not done it, but had gone about to have taken 
that Right from thein, they would ia that particular 
have rejected the Authority of Chriſt, who gave them 
that Right ſome hundreds of Years before there: was 
a Chriſtian Emperor. For he made them, and not 
the Emperor and his Officers, whether Heathen or 
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Chriſtian, the only Judges of what concerfled the 
Faith and Diſcipline of the Church. Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles ſettled the Faith andDiſcipline of the Church 
without the Emperor or any other Civil Magiſtrate 
whatſoever: And (8) committed the ſame to faithful 
Men; the Biſhops and Paſtors whom they appointed 
to ſucceed them, who ſhould be able ro teach others al.. 
And when the Emperots became Chriſtiail tliey re. 
ceived and embraced the Faith and Diſcipline thus 
ſettled by Chrift and his Apoſtles, and conveyed down 
to them by the Biſhops who ſucceeded them. Thete- 
fore the Chriſtian Emperors yielding the Cauſes of Bi: 
ſhops to Synods, as ro what concerned the Faith and Diſci 
pline of the Church, was no matter of meer Favour, 
but a Right which they received from Chriſt. But 
their yielding the Cauſes of Biſhops concerning Civil 
Matters to Synods, was, I contefs a Matter of meet 


Favour, and that the firſt Chriſtian Emperöôrs did, 


as judging it not fo proper to permit the Heather 
Officers to be Judges of Biſhops in any Matters. And 
many Governors of the Provinces wete Hearken long 
after there were Chriſtian Emperors. And this D. 
ſtinction will help to ſolve the next Queſtion 
WC ENE T 


S XLVI. Did not the Chriſtian Emperors however, 
when they ſaw Reaſon, interpoſe in the Cauſes of Biſhapj, 
and determine them in ane ther Way from the firſt Pre 
vincial Plan? Did not Conſtantine for Inſtanee, the fir| 
Chriſtian Emperor, order the Canſe of S. Athanaſius 
HAetropalitan of Egypt, to be heard by certain Eaſten 
Biſhops, whom he appointed; and at a Place remote fru 
the Province of Athanaſius? To this it may be ar 
- \ \wer'd, That a Civil Cogniſance of all Cauſes, eres 


the moſt Spiritual that can be imagined belongs to 


* „ »© 2 — n 2 1 _ 9 — 


(5) 2 Tim. ii. 2. 


ever] 
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be Wl Every Sovereign Prince, as 1 have ſhewed in the Be- 
15 ginning of this Diſcourſe, whether: he be Heather 
or Chr;/iar, and he may take Cognizance of it in ſuch 


the Faith of any Biſhop, he was not bound to do it in a 
l Synod of that Province, where the Biſhop lived, 
"WW which was the regular Eccleſiaſtical Method; but 


Council, or an Inferior Magiſtrate ta do it; or if he 
thought it proper to have him examined or tried by 
Biſhops, he might pick out or Name what Biſhops 


2 he thought fit for that purpoſe ; for ſuch Trial 
"WW would be. only for the Emperor's Satisfaction, and 
* enable him to judge whether he ſhould paſs a civil 
5 judicial Sentence upon him or not; as whether he 
yr ſnould condemn him to Fine, Impriſonment, Baniſh- 


ment or Death, orf any ather Temporal Puniſhment 
which the Civil Magiſtrate only can inflict. And 
when a Civil Magiſtrate is applied to on ſuch Occa- 
ſions, he muſt inform himſelf in the Matter by ſuch 
Methods as he thinks beſt, and is no more tied up by 
Eccleſiaſtical Rules in the Caſe of a-Biſhop, than in 
the Caſe. ot any other Man. Now the Complaints 
againſt Athanaſius, which were made to Conſtantive, 
and for the Examination of which, he called a Council 


of the Eaſtern Biſhops, and ordered them to aſſemble 
hep, at Tyre, (which is the caie particularly referred to 


by the Queriſt) were of this ſort. (t) They firſt ac- 
cuſed Athanaſius of levying Money in Egypt for the 
uſe of one that was going about to uſurp the Empire; 
for which Athanaſius was immediately ſummoned to 


; Al ſelf, and being acquitted, was ſent back to lis 
exe Dioceſe. Then he was accuſed of cutting off a 


other Matters, which deſerved not only a Spiritual 


_ 


| (t) Theod. Hiſt. Eccleſ. Cap. 26, 275 28, 29; 20, 31. 
G3 Cenſure, 


church upon the | State, | &c. 85 5 


Manner as to him ſeems moſt Expedient. And there- 
2 fore if an Emperor was diſpoſed to take Cognizance of 


ho BY might examine him by himſelf, or appoint his Privy | 


Conſtantinople, heard and tried by the Emperor hun- 


Man's Hand, of getting a Wench with Child, and 
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Cenſure, but to be corrected by the Secular Judge 
they could be proved: Theſe things Conſt antine or. 
dered to be tried before the Council of Tyre, where 
Athanaſius alſo cleared himſelf, by ſhewing that the 
Man whom he was accuſed to have maimed, bad 
both: his Hands ſafe and found. And when the 
Wench who pretended he had got her with Child 
came to give her Evidence againſt him, it appeared 
that ſhe knew him not, and calling another Man by 
his Name, charged that Man with it. Then Arbe. 
naſius went to the Emperor to ſatisfy him concern- 
ing theſe Matters; and there his Adverſaries brought 
a new Accuſation againſt him, as that he had prohi- 
bited the Carriage of Corn from Egype to Conſt anti. 
vople. The Emperor hearing this, and believing it, 
without any further Examination of the Matter, 
baniſhed Athanaſius to Treves in Galia. Now What 
was there in all this but a meer Civil or Secular JI 
dicature, which undoubtedly belonged to the Em. 
peror ? And he might try ſuch Cauſes in what man- 


ner he thought fit. 


$ XLVII. But then it is asked, Did not the En- 
peror Gratian in the fourth Century, when the flovoneſ, 
„ Proceedings by Synods, was become a Grievance, ordain 
by bis Civil Authority, that Damaſus Biſhop of Rome, 
and any five or ſeven Biſhops with him, ſhould be ſufſ- 
cient for depoſing of Biſhops? And did not the Roman 
Synod then futing readily accept that Conſtitution! 
Now, for my part, till I ſee a Subſtantial Proof of 
this pretended Ordinance of Gratian, (but it is not 
ehe Buſineſs of a Queriſt to prove any thing) I ſhall 
ſay that Emperor never made any ſuch Decree, nor 
was there any Council of Rome that accepted it. Bit 
this I do find, () That as ſoon as Gratian, upon the 
Death of his Uncle Valens, came to the Poſſeſſion oi 


— 1 


2 — 


K „ 
* 


(u) Theog, Hiſt. Eccleſ. l. 5. c. 2. a 


rr e cs foo un es == Wa r om e Bo R9 > woods ca 


po WW RY” HW ——_—] ad: and... T eeooas ea. fd nd co. cs wo ww SS OY RI 


the whole Empire, he thought fit to take the Catho- 
lick Churchwhich Valens had perſecuted into his Pro- 
tection. And foraſmuch as Valens had baniſhed al- 
moſt all the Catholick Biſhops within his Part of the 
Empire, or at leaſt put them out of the Poſſeſſion of 
their Churches, Gratian thought proper to reſtore 
the Catholick Biſhops to thoſe Poſſeſſions out of 
which they had been unjuſtly ejected· And foraf- 
much as all the Catholick Biſhops were known to be 
of one Communion, and to hold no Communion with 
the Arians, or any other Hereticks or Schifmaticks ; 
Therefore whoever held Communion with a Catho- 
lick Biſhop was eſteemed to be a Catholick himſelf 
by all Perſons: For this Reaſon, that the Governors. 
of the ſeveral Provinces of the Empire might know 
to what Biſhops they were to give Poſſeſſion, he 
made a Law by which he crder'd all the ejetted Paſtors 
to return from Baniſhment, and that they ſwald he reſtored 
to their Flocks ; and that the Holy Churches ſhould be de- 
livered to ſuch as embraced the Communion of Damaſus. 
This is the whole Decree of the Emperor Gratian 
that I can find concerning this Matter; not a Word 
of Damaſus or any five or ſeven Biſhops with him to de- 
pze a Biſhop ;, not a Word of any Roman Synod firtmg 
at that Time, and accepting this Conſtitution; that is all 
Dream and Fiction. And now what is there in all 
that Gratian did but what is purely fecular, and be- 
longs to the Civil Magiſtrate? and tkerefore he might 
proceed in it in ſuch a Way as liked him beſt. He 

neither made nor depoſed any Biſhop : He pretend- 

ed not to take away the Relation between a Biſhop 

and his People, but only reſtored the rightful Paſtors 

to their proper Flocks, from which they had been 

baniſhed. And becauſe ſome might, upon this Im- 
perial Favour, pretend to be Catholick Biſhops that 

really were not ſo, what. better Rule could he give 

the Governors of his Provinces on this. Occaſion, 


than to direct them to 8 ſuch. Biſhops as were 
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In the Commynion of Damaſus, the Catholick Bi- 
ſhop of the Imperial City? The Church even in the 
Reign of Heathen Emperors never pretended to ejeQ 

Hereticks out of Houſes, Lands or Edifices which 
they had got or kept Poſſeſſion of, though they were 

ſuch Things as were notoriouſly known to belong ta 
the Church; (w) as we learn from the famous Caſe 
of Paulus Samoſatenus : He being accuſed of Hereſy, 

a Council was aſſembled to try and examine that 
Matter: They found him guilty, and accordingly 

depoſed him and ordained Domnus in his Room. But 

Paul having Poſſeſſion of the Epiſcopal Houſe would 

not quit it. Neither did the Biſhops pretend that 

by their own Authority they could eject him from it: 

But they applied to the Emperor Aurelia, an Hea- 

then, and not long after a Perſecator af the Church; 

png he ordered, that Poſſeſfion ſhould he given ta 
him to whom the Biſhop of Rome and the other Bi- 

ſhops of Italy ſhould direct; which was done accord- 
ingly, and Domnus obtain'd the Poſſeſſion. May it 
got now as well be asked, If Aurelian, an Heathen 

Emperor, did not authorize the Biſhop of Rome, and 
the Biſhops of Italy to depoſe the Biſhop of Anti- 

och, as to ask if Gratian did not authorize Damaſu, 

and Five or Seven Biſhops more todepoſe any Biſhop? 

But the plain Anſwer is, That the Biſhpp was depoſed 

and the Communion ſettled in a regular Eccleſiaſtical 

Method according to Divine Inſtitution, oc wir Aure- 

lian was applied to in the Caſe. And then when he 

was to judge concerning the Right of Poſleſſion, 
he took ſuch a Method for examining the Merits of 
the Cauſe (as far as he was concerned in it) as to him 
ſeemed moſt proper. And if Aurelian would have 
given no Judgment at all, or had givey a wrong 
Judgment, and confirmed Paulus in his unjuſt Poſſeſ- 
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| Church upon the State, c. 89 
ſion, this would have made no Alteration in the Mat- 
ter of Communion. Thoſe that had communicated 
with Domnus, would have been the Carvolicks, and 
thoſe who had adhered to Paulus, the Schiſmaticks, 
which way ſoever the Emperor had judged. And 
ſoit was in the Caſe of Gratian the Chriſtian Emperor. 
His Decree did not make the Orthodox of the true 
Commnnion, nor the Arians of the falſe one. The 
Orthodox were as much the true Communion under 
Valens, who perſecuted and ejefted them, as they were 
under Grat ian that reſtored and protected them. Fhe 
different Edicts of theſe two Emperors made no Dif- 


ference in this Caſe. And the Ariavzs were as much 


Hereticks and Schiſmatic ks under an Arian Emperor, 

who gave them Poſſeſſion of the Churches, as they 

were under an Orthodox Emperor, who ejected 

them out of the Churches. And the Caſe was the 
ſame here under Queen Elixabeth, which is the next 

Query I ſhall conſider. 7 


$. XLVIII. It is asked. Was the Church of England 
Schiſmatick under Queen Elizabeth, when ſhe in Parlia+ 
ment deprived ſeveral Biſhops for not acknowledging her 
Supremacy ? Did even the Roman Catholicks that que- 
ſtioned the Queen's Title at that Time or | afterwards on 
that Score of depriving the Bifhops ſeparate from the eft a= 
bliſhed Prayers? Were the Alls of the Biſhops that filled. 
the Sees of the deprived Biſhops Invalid, or their Ordina- 
tions under this imagmed Schiſm null? But I deſire the 
Queriſt to inform me who imagines that there was 
any Schiſm made at that Time? And 1 ſhall anſwer 


in direct Terms, That the Church of England was not 


ſchiſmatick under Queen Elizabeth, though ſhe and her 
Parliament deprived ſeveral Biſhops for not acknowledsi 

her Supremacy. And therefore the Act of the Biſhops 
that filled the Sees of the deprived Biſheps were not Invalid 
er Null in any reſpect. And as to what the Roman 
Catholich did upon that Occaſion, I think our Cauſe 


net 


go Tube e of the 
not at all concerned in the Caſe. If they were guilty 
of any Inconſiſtency in their Actings, what is that 
to thoſe who are not of their Communion ? | ſhall 
therefore proceed to conſider this Caſe more par- 
ticularly without any Regard to the Compliances of 
the Romaniſts in the firſt Year of Queen Elizaberh's 
Reigu; for none of them that we read of came ta 
the Publick Prayers after the Tenth Year of her. 
Reign. But if they had all come to them even to this 
Day, what is it to the Purpoſe? Are we that have 
ſolemnly renounced Popery and all the Corruptions of 
the Romiſn Church to be directed by the Prattice of 
thoſe who continue in that Communion ? No, it is the 
Scriptures and the Practice of the truly Primitive 
Church founded on the Scriptures that muſt be our 
Guide in this as well as other Matters. But I ſuppoſe 
this Queriſt would have the World think that all 
who are for the Independency of the Church upon 
the State are Favourers of the Church of Nome. 
Whereas it was the Church of Rome which firſt de- 
ſtroyed the true Primitive Independency of the. 
Church, and let in the Kegale upon it, that by join- 
ing with the Princes of the World to ſuppreſs the 
Power of other Biſhops, they might raiſe the Pontifi- 
cate or Power of the Reman Biſhop to an bigher Pitch 
than it could have obtain d by any other Means. And 
were the Church reſtored to her true Primitive In- 
dependency, Popery mult fall of Courſe. For Po- 
pery-is built on the Deſtruction of Provincial Synods, 
which was the | higheſt ſtanding Authority of the 
Church, till the Patriarchs firſt, and then the Popes 
r upon them. 

But to return to the Affair of Queen Elizabeth. 
The Engliſh Church having long groaged under the 
Papal Tyrangy which had, by gradual Methods, 
been permitted to uſurp upon the Rights of all the 
- Biſhops of the Weſt, as well as upon Princes, the 
ak of this: — ia the Reign of King Hen- 


ry 


Church upon the State, &e. 91 


Ill. joined with that Prince to caſt off that oke 


ſo contrary to the original Rights and Privileges of 
all Provincial or National Churches, and to renounce 
that Obedience which the Pope, contrary to the 
Laws of God and Man, bad exacted from them. 
They found, that in the Primitive Church all Pro- 
vincial Churches were ſo far independent upon each 
other as to own no Superiority of one Provincial 
Church or Metropolitan above another; but Matters 
were finally determined in the Syn6d-of each Pro- 
vince, and they held a fraternal Communion without 
any other Subordination, than that of the Suffragans 
of each Province to their reſpective Metropolitans 
or Archbiſhops; that when they met in larger Sy- 
nods, as they ſometimes did, it was in a Fraternal 
way; and though at ſuch Times it was uſual to give 
the Primacy of Honour or Place to the Biſhop of the 
greateſt See, ſuch as at that Time were Rome, An. 


tioch and Alexandria; yet this gave them no Juriſ 
diction over other Metropolitans or their Synods 5 


2 was any Province bound by the Decrees of thoſe 
arger Synods any further than they had bound 


themſelves by their Delegates whom they Had ſent 


thither to conſent for them, or afterwards freely - 
received them. This, when Learning began to re- 
vive, our Biſhops diſcovered, and therefore juſtly 
refuſed to allow the Pope or any other foreign Bi- 
ſhop any Juriſdiftion in this Realm, though they 
ſeemed not unwilling to have held a fraternal Com- 
munion with him, if that would have been accepted; 
but nothing but a Submiſſion to the pretended Ju- 
riſdiction of the See of Rome would ſatisfy the Pope, 
and tbat being juſtly denyed, the Communion was - 
broke and a Schiſm formed. But the Schiſm is not 
to be laid to the Charge of the Engliſh Biſhops who 
only aſſerted their own Independent Right, and re- 
fuſed not a Fraternal Communion with the Pope, 
but he with them : So that from that Time the Pope 
ne e e 
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be charged upon him for refuſing to communicate 


92 _ The Iadependency. of the 
and his Adherents commenced: Schiſmaticks with. 


2 


with this Church, only becauſe ſne would no longer 


bear his U ſur pat ions and Encroachments upon her 


Primitive Liberties. After this, upon further En- 
2 into the Scriptures, and the Practice of the 


Primitive Church, out Biſhops alſo found that many 


Errors and Corruptions both in Doctrine and Diſci- 
pline had been introduced, theſe in the Reign of 
King Edward VI. thy took care to teform, endea- 
vouring to reduce all to the true Primitive Pattern 
about the Time of the Council of Nice; and in all Pro- 


bability had reduced it erg to that Plan if they 
thel 


would have depended on their own Learning and 
Judgment, and had not ſent tor Martyr and Bucer 
to conſult with on this Occaſion. However, as it 


was, 'twas a very good Reformation, and brought 


this Church nearer to the Primitive than any Church 
at that time or now in the World. And though 


I. conceive, that it has ſome Defects, and might be 
made more Primitive; yet it has all Things ne- 


ceſſary to Salvation. But this Reformation of our 
Church more enraged the Papiſts, who inſtead of be- 
ing brought to a Sight of their Errors by it and to 


' the CorreQion of them, became more obſtinate and 


confirm'd all their Corruptions and Errors in the 
Council of Trent, making them alſo Articles of Faith, 
and thereby adding Hereſy to their Schiſm. Sb that 
our Engliſh Church became the only Church in this 
Part ot the World with wi ich a Man could ſafely 
communicate, all the reſt having either no Biſhops to 
he the Centres of Unity and Communion, as the 
Reformed abroad, both Lutherans and Calviniſts, or 
only ſuch Biſhops as were both Heretical and Schiſmas 
rical as the Papiſts, who refuſed Communion: with us 
meerly becauſe we thought proper to caſt off the * 


*. 
- 
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Church upon the Stute, &c. 93 
al Ufurpation, and thoſe. corrupt Novelties they 
ad introduced, and reſolved to be guided. by the 
\\ Scriptures and Practice of the Primitive Church. 
When Queen Mary came to the Crown ſhe turned 
out the Catholick and Orthodox Biſhops which her 
Brother King Edward left in Poſſeſſion of the Biſhop- 

ticks. Some of theſe, as Cranmer, Rid Latimer, 

Hooper and Farrar, ſhe condemned to the Flames; 
others, as Barlmw, Scory, and Coverdale, ſhe forced to 
fly to fave their Lives. But it was the Catholick, 
Orthodox reformed Biſhops that were ſtill the right- 
ful Biſhops of the Church of En2land, and the Biſhops 
with whom the Martyrs of that Reign held Communi- 
on and owned for their Biſhops. The Popiſh Biſhops, 
though poſſeſſed of the publick Churches and Reve- 
nues, and under the Protection of the State, were 
nevertheleſs the Schiſmaticks as well as ' Hereticks 
who intruded into the Sees of the Catholick and 
Orthodox Biſhops. So that When Queen Elizabeth 
dame to the Crown, and with the Conſent of her 
Parliament turned out the Popiſh Biſhops and reſto+- 
red the Catholick Orthodox Biſhops to their Flocks3 
She acted but as a good Prince ought to do, reſtorin 
and proteQing the true Biſhops and the true Reli- 
gion, and ejecting and diſcouraging falſe Biſhops 
and falſe Religion. And had Queen Ebzaberh ſtill 
continued the Popiſh Biſhops ia their ſeveral Biſhop- 
ricks as Queen Mary did, no true Catholick and Or- 
thodox Chriſtian who held faſt to the Communion of 
the truly Primitive, Catholick, and Apoſtolick 
Church of Chriſt, to which Communion our reform- 
ed Biſhops had returned, could have communicated 
with them without Sin, both as they were Schiſmati- 
cal by intruding into full Sees, or had joyned Com- 

munion with thoſe that did ſo, and as the Terms of 
Communion which they impoſed upon their Spiri- 
tual Subjects, were ſinful, and ſuch as could not 
be lawfully complied with. So that when Queen 
Elizabeth eame- to the Crown ſhe did nut ir ake the 
7 | Bilhop-. 
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| Biſhopricks vacant, but found them ſo as to all Spi- 


ritual Power; for an Heretick or Schiſmatick cannot 
fill a Biſhop's See though he get Poſſeſſion of it. But 
ſhe found ſeveral Heretical and Schiſmatical Biſhops 
oſleſſed of the Temporalties of the Engliſh Biſhop- 
Ticks, and that ſhe and her Parliament deprived them 
of, and put Catholick and Orthodox Biſhops into 
them. And we all agree, that Poſſeſſion of Tempo- 
ralties, when unjuſtly and forceably detained from 
the right Owners, mult be given by the Civil Magi- 


.  ftrate, who alone has the Power to do Right to thoſe 


that ſuffer Wrong in ſich Caſes, And the Primitive 
Chriſtians allowed this even to Heathen Princes, that 
they alone could forceably eje& ſuch as had gotten a 
wrongful Poſſeſſion of the Temporalties of a Church, 
as we have ſeen before in the Caſe of Paulus Samoſate! 
nus, when they applied to the Emperor Aurelian to 
eject him out of the Epiſcop al Houſe at Antioch. 


S XLIX. But then it is further asked, I Schiſm ren- 
ders the Adminiſtration of all Miniſterial Offices in- 
effectual, and if the Pretenſions of more than one to the 
ſame See makes a Schiſm, what ſhall be faid for the Orders 
of the Engliſh, and indeed of the whole Weſtern Church, 
mhiob were received from Biſhops in Communion with An- 
tipopes who kept up 4 Schiſm jot ſeventy Tears together? 


Mere the People all this Time, and (ince, deprived af all 


Benefit of Divine Or dinances mithout their Fault? To 
this it may be anſwered, That Orders given and re- 
ceived in Schiſm, though ineffectual for that Time, 
as S. Paul teaches, that all Gifts and Graces are, 
where Charity is wanting, which cahnot be had 


In Schiſm, for the Apoſtle particularly applies it to 


that Caſe; yet are not therefore wholly Null and In- 
valid; and conſequently when the Schiſm is healed, 
and the Schiſmaticks returned to Catholick Commu- 
nion, the Orders given and received in Schiſm become 
efſeQual alſo; = the ſame may be (aid of the Admi- 
niſt ration of other Miniſterial Offices. And ef 

| | ore, 


Church: upon the State, &c. 93 
fore thoſe "_y received their — from — 
ti or from Biſhops in Col non _ with 
yn ebb upon theit Return to the true Commy- 
nion, became rightful Biſhops ànd Priefts and their 
 Miaiſtrations then became effectual, though they 
were not ſo before. This Schiſm therefore though 
it continued ſeventy Vears; yet being at laſt healed, 

and both Parties joined in one Communion, the Or- 
ders on-both Sides, and all other Minifterial Offices 
became effectual. And this ſufficiently (ſecures the 
Orders of the Engliſh, and would do ſo of the'whole 
Weſtern Church, if the other Parts of the Weft ern 
Church had not ſince made a New Schiſm by refy- 
ſing and rejecting the Engliſh Church, and thruſt- 
ing her out of their Communion, - becauſe ſhe judged - 
it neceſſary to return to the-Catholiek Comme 
nion of the truly Apoſtolick Primitive Church, 
and to reform thoſe Errors and Corruptions which 
had ſully d and defaced ber ancient Purity. And for 
this Reaſon, though we cannot communicate with a 
Popiſn Biſhop or Prieſt, and look upon his Mini- 
ſtrations as eſſectual; yet if he ſhall renounce his 
Errors and return to the true Catholick Communien 
of the Church of England, we receive him as a Bifbop 
or Prieſt without giving him any nem Ordination; 
nor have we then any Boubt of the Effect of his Mini- 
ſtrations. Thus Ambeny N itchin, the Schiſmatical Po- 
piſh Biſhop of Llandiff, in Queen Mary's Reign, upon 
his coming over to the Catholick Communion of the 
Church of England in Queen Elixabehs Reign, was 
received and acknowledged as a true Catholick B. 
ſhop by all the Biſhops of this Realm, and enjoyed bis 

Biſhoprick to his dying Day. So the Archbiſhop of 
Spalato, a- Popiſh Biſhoprick in Dalmat ia, under the 
Government of the Venet ians, coming hither and de- 
claring himſelf to be of our Communion, was re- 
ceived, as a Biſhop, (x) being admitted to aſſiſt 
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(D Heylin' Life of Arehbiß op Laud. p. 107. 
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Nice (y) decreed as to the Novatians, who bad then 


and continued it i 0 Years more, calling themſelves 
by the Name of Puritars, . I will give it according 
to the Learned Mr. Johnſons Tranflation in the YVades 


Mecum. As to thoſe who call themſelves Puritans, if 
they come over to the Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, the _ 


Holy Synod Decrees, that they who are ordain'd ſhall 


continue in the Clergy ;/ having : firſt profeſſed in Wri- 
tings that they will adhere to the Decrees of the Catholick 
Church; that is, that they will communicate with thoſe 
that have married a ſecond Time, and ſuch as have 
lapſed under Perſecution, When none but they are found 
ro be ordain'd in any City or Village; they ſhall remain in 
the ſame Order; bat if any come over where there is 4 
Biſhop or Prizſt of the Catholick Church, tis clear, that 


the Biſhop of the Church onoht to retain his. Dignity; and 
he that had been named Biſhop by the Puritans; ſhallhave 


the Hanonr of A Prieft; utleſs the Biſhop'think fit th impart 


ro him the Nominal Honour of 'a Biſhop : Otherwiſe he 
ſhall previde for bim the Place of a Village · Biſhop or 
Prieſt ; that ſo there may not be two Biſhops in one Cuy, 
The Novatians differed not at all from the Gatholicks 
in their Form of Government or of Divine Worſhip, 
only in two Points of Diſcipline here mentioned, 
they would allow none to continue in their Commu- 


nion who had. marry'd a ſecond Time, or who hat 

lapſed or renounced the Chriſtian Faith in Time of 
Perſecution, ſuch as theſe they would not receive 
even upon Repentance, which the Catholick Church 


did: And therefore the Church required no more 
of them than to promiſe, under their Hand- Writing, 


1 — 


3 


y) Concil, Niczal Can. 8. 


Atchbiſhop Abbet at the Conſecration of ſome E 
liſh Biſnops in the Chapel at Lambeth. This is agree: - 
able to the Practice of the ancient Church with re- 
lation to the Novati ans, Donatiſts, Arians, and other 
Hereticks or Schiſmaticks. Thus the Council of 


— up a Schiſm in the Church above ſixty Years; 


A — * „ — 66 
* * 5 9 3 PLS 5 — * 2 N 
2 * 2 


— 


 Chinch pen ale State, Ke. 37 
that they would conforin' in theſe Pärtienlars. But 
their Schiſm was formed as has been before ſnewed 
by their putting other Biſhops into full | Sees; and 
therefore the Council tock pa ticular Care vf that 
Matter; and though it allowed their Orders to be 
good upon their Return to the Unity of the Church 
2nd relinquiſhing their Schiſm; and gave them leave 
to keep Poſſeſſion of ſuch Biſhopricks as they had 
got where no Catholick Biſhop could claim apainſt- 
them, yet thèy could not allow a Novatian Biſhop to 
continue to be Biſhop of ſuch a See as had'4 Catholick 
Biſhop before ſuch a Novatian returned to the Coma 
munion of the Church. In that Caſe they allowed 
him to act only as a Presbyter under the Catholick 
Biſhop, though he might retain the Nominal Honout 
of a Biſhop,” and ſo precede all the other Presbytets : 
Or might be appointed Biſhop of a Village, there tu 
perform ſuch Epiſcopal Acts as the Biſhop of: the 
City ſhould intruſt bim to perform, and for Which 
he ſhould be actountable to the Biſhop of the City 
who was to be eſteemed his Superior, and withet 
whoſe Cominiſſion he ſhovld perform nb Epiſcopal 
Act, that fo there might not be two Biſhops, the dne 
of which. depended norupon neee Shbjeivi 
to the other, in one City- The Council therefore 
plainly allowed the Ordefs given and reteivedinthe 
Novatian Schiſm to be good and ſuch as needed not 
to be repeated, though their Schiſm or Breach 
Charity made them ineffeQual or unprofitable ſo 
long as they continued in Schiſm: But when that 
Breach was healed by their Return to the Unity of 
the Church, then their Orders alſo became effeQual 
and profitable as if that Breach had not been. So it 
was allo in the Caſe of the Donatiſts who, had made 
a Schiſm juſt as the Novatians had done before them, 
by putting Biſhops into full Sees. For thus the (z) 1. 
n 1 e . — AS 


ny (2) Can. 68. aliter 71. * 3 
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frican Council decreed, whoſe Canons were after re- 
ceived into the Code of the Univerſal Church, which 
Iwill alſo give according to the Reverend and Learn- 
ed Mr. Fehnſons Tranſlation and Abridgment: 


That Letters be ſent to our Fellow-Biſhops, and eſpecially 
tb che Apoſtalical Ste, in which our ventrahle Brother and 
Collegue Anaſtaſius preſides, to let them know that me he- 


ceive thofe who were Clurgromen among ehe Donatiſts,upen | 


their, Converſion, with the ſame Honour that: they enjoyed 
among the Donatiſts, i/ the Biſbop of the Place think: fitg 
accor ing to the Cuſtom of the Church of A frick, although 


by a Tranſmarine Countil, which we do not pretend tom. 


null, the contrary has been ordered. Whether Heretical 
or Schiſmatical Clergy-men ſhould be admitted ag 
Biſhops, | Prieſts or Deacons, according to the Station 
they were in amongſt their own/Party, or whether 
they ſhould only be admitted to Lay-Communion 
upon their Return to the Church, was a Matter of 
Diſcipline; wherein the Church acted as ſhe judged 
muaſt expedient and prudential. For though Here - 
ticks and Schiſmaticks had true Orders, yet the 
Church might receive ſuch as had thoſe Orders to 
Lay - Communion only, even as ſhe: might reduce a 
Cat holick Biſhop or Prieſt to Lay - Communion, for 


ſuch Crimes as ſhe ſhould. judge to deſerve that Pu- 


niſnment. And ſo they dealt with the Donatiſti: 
they left the Biſhop of the Place to judge whether 
he would receive them as Laicks or as Clerks. And 
though a Tranſmarine Council had not left that Li- 
berty to the Biſhops of the Province where that 
Council 'was held, that is no Argument that even 
that” Council did not think them to have true Or- 


ders, only they did not think jt proper that Mea 


who had long and obſtiaately per ſiſted in ſuch a grie- 
vous Sin, and been ſuch implacable Enemies to the 
Catholick Church, ſhould immediately be allowed to 
poſſeſs. the higheſt Honours in the Church : But 


nion, 


ſhould at leaſt continue ſome time in Lay-Commu- | 


Church upon the State, Ne. 99 
nion, to give the fuller Teſtimony of the Sinterity of 
their Converſion. For we never find that any Cohs 
verts from Donatiſm, who had been ordained in that 
Schiſm were ever after required to be re-ordained;/ 
When or whereſoever they were admitted into the 
Number of the Catholick Glergy, they were al’ 
admitted without a new Ordination. 80 S. 
ſtine (a) tells Parmenian the Donatiſt Biſhop, ſaying; 
For whenſoe ver Biſhops and Presbyttrs coming over from that 
Party are received for Peaoe-ſake upon renouncing their 
Error, and it ſeem proper that they:ſhould execute the ſam 

Functions they per formed before, they are not Zain ora 

dained; but as their Baptiſm, ſo their Ordination remains” 

entire : Becauſe the Fault was in the Schiſm, which is cors- 

rected by 4 Return to Peace and Unity; not in the Sacra 
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coming over to the Catholick Church, and alſo in 
ſeveral Parts of his Works, declares it to have beeh 
the Practice of the Church, one of which Paſſages 
I have already quoted, yet maintained and proved 
that this did not render their Miniſtrations operative 
and effectual ſo long as they continued in Schiſni; 
This the Donatiſta took Advantage of, and argu- 
ed thus; If our Orders art good and our Baptiſm 
good, ſo that upon our coming over to you they need nut be 
repeat ed; then our Mini ſtrations are not ineſfectual and 
unoperati ve, as you pretend. And ſince you do not rebap- 
tixe nor re- ordain any that go over from our Communios 
to yours, you plainly allow theſe Miniſtrations at leaſt to 
be effeflual, otherwiſe you would repeat them. And if 
theſe Miniſtrations are effectual, then all our Miniſtra- 
tions are ſo, and conſequently Salvatioh is to bè obtained in 
our Communion, which is the Thing you deny. The Sub: 
ject of S. Auguſtine's Books againſt the Donariſts eon- 
cerning Baptiſm ſeems:chiefly deſigued to clear this 
Point. But there is one Paſſage which does it de. 
monſtratively, which though pretty long, yet I think 
proper to tranſcribe, becauſe it gives an effectual 


Anſwer to the Query now under Conſtderation, and 


ſhews, that though the Miniſt rations of Schiſmaticks 
are ineffectual whilſt they continue in Schiſm; yet 
Orders derived from Schiſmaticks are not therefore 
Null and Invalid, nor the Miniſtration of Perſons 
ſo ordained ineffectual upon their Return to the Uni- 
ty of the Church. (6) 7 will, ſays he, produce ſome 
Arguments out of tbe Goſpel, with which, by the Lord's 
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cb) Ex Evangelio profero certa documenta, quibus Domino 
adjuvante dem nſtro, quam rette placuerit & vere ſecundum 
Deum, & hoc in quoquam Schiſmatico vel Heretico Ecclel. 
aſtica Medicina curaret, in quo vulaere ſeperabatur; illud 


autem quod ſanum maneret, aguitum potius àpprobaretur 
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| to be correfted in him ;, upon which our Lord 


Church upon the State, &c: 161 
: 1 1 — 3 fd 3 i Sata = FRO _ A * 4 * OO by 
to God, that the Eccleſiaſtical Medicine ſhould cure every 
Schiſmatick or Heretick of that Wound by which be was 
ſeparated '; but that which remained ſound and yood being 
known to be Je ſhould rather be approved, than that i 
ſhould be wounded by being diſapproved. Surely the Lord 


— 
” 


ſays in the Goſpel,” + He that is not with me is againſt 


me; and he that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth 
abroad. Ter when the Diſciples fold him * that they 
ſaw one caſting out Devils in his Name, and forbad 
him becauſe he followed not with them: He aid, 
Forbid him not: For he that is nat agaialt us is for 
us. For there is no Man which ſhall do a Miracle 
in my Name that can ſightly ſpeak Evil of me. 1 
there was nothing to be correfted in him, then every one 
is ſecure, who being out of the Communios of the Church 
gathers in Chriſt”; Name, being dif-joined from the Chri- 
ftian Soriety : And ſo that ſhall be falſe, He that is not 


with me is againſt me; and he that gathereth not 


with me ſtattereth abroad. Bur if that whith our 
Lord's Diſciples would have done through gnorance, was 
| Maid, Forbid 
him not: My did he prohibit him te be forbidden? And 
how ſhall that he true which he there ſays, He that is not 
againſt us is for us? For in this Matter he was not againſt 
them but for them, when he cured D-ſcaſesin the Nang 
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quam improbatum vulneraretur. Certe Domirus in Evan- 
gelio dicit, qui non eſt mecum ad verſus me eſt, & quĩ necum 
gon colligit, ſpargit. Tamen cùm ad eum diſeipùli retuliſ- 
ſent, vidifſe ſe quendam in ejus nomine pellentem dæmonia, & 
prohibuiſſe, quia cùm illis eum non ſequeba tur: Nolite, in- 
quit, prohibere; Qui contra vos non eſt, pro vobis eſt. Non 
poteſt enim quiſquam in meo nomine facere aliquid, & male 
loqui de me. Si nihil in illo corrigendum erat; ſecurus ergo 
lit quiſquis extra Communionem Eccleſiæ conſtitutus collig is 
in Chriſti nomine, diſſociatus a Chriſtiana, Societate e Atque 


Ita falſum erit illud, Qui non eſt mecum, ad verſum me eſt 


Auguft, de By tin. contra Donatiftas th, 1. % 7, 8, 92 
+ Mts. Ni. 30. Luk. ix. 49, 50. 4:d Mart ix. 38, 29. 
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hat, where be ſays, He that is not with me iss. 
gainſt me; and he that gathereth not. with me Cate 
tereth abroad; 45 that, where he ſays, Forbid him not, 
for he that is not againſt us is for us: What remains ta 
be un der ſtood, hut that he was to be confirmed in his Vent. 
ratiqn of ſo great a Name, wherein he was nat againſt thy 
Church, but for the Church; and yet to be blamed in thay 
Separaration, wherein if be gathered he ſcattered abroad, 
and if by chance he came to 5 Church, he ſhould not there 
receive what he had already, but ſhauld amend that whirs 
in be had erred? For the Prayers of Cornelius an Hes, 
then were heard and bis Alis accepted. And he even ob 
tained the Favour to have an Angel ſent to him, and being 
ſent ta ſee him, and from whom he might, without am 
Man i coming, have learned all Things neceſſury. But bt» 
cauſe whatever there was good in his Prayers and Almi, 
wnleſs by the Bands of Curiſtj an Society and Peace he mati. 
 Forporated into the Church, could not profit him; he is com. 
manded ta ſend for Peter, and by him he learns Chriſt z by 
bim be 1s r is alſo joined to the Chriſtian 
People by the Band of Communion, to which be was joined 
enly in the Si militude of good Works. For it would have bein 
pernicious to him to have deſpiſed the Good which ht yet 
bad not, being proud of that which he had. So alſo theſe 
who ſeparating them/elves from the Society of the Reſt, by 
the Violation of Charity break the Band of Unity, if they 
do none of thoſe Things which they received in that Society, 
they are ſeparate in all Things: And therefore whomſo, 
ever they have aſſociated to them, if he would come inta 


. the Church, the ought to receive all that he has not re- 


ceived. But if they:da ſome of the ſame Things, they haut 
no ſeparated in thoſe Matters; they are yet joined in 
that Part, in the other they are cut ff Therefore if they 
join any one t themſelves, he is in that Part joined to 
the Church in which they are not ſeparated from it: And 
therefere if he wound come into the Church, he is to by 


braled in that where being tern from it be errad: — 
wy where 
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where he was found, and joined to it, be is not cur ed, lat 
acknowledged; leſt when we would cure that which is we 
already, we fſwonld rather give a Wound. Therefore thoſe 
whom they (the Donatiſts) baptize, they cure of th 
Wound of Idolatry or Infidelity; but they ſtrike him 2 | 
er with the Wound of Schiſm. For Þ thoſe that were lde. 
laters amongſt God's People were ſlain but with the Sword: 
A gut the Earth opened and ſwallowed up the Schiſmatic 
alive. 3 Apoſtle ſays, Though I have all 
Faith, fo that I could remove Mountains, and have 
not Charity, I ary nothing. If a is brought to 4 
Phyſician grievouſly wounded in any Vital Part of his Boay, 
if the Phyſtcian ſhall ſay, he muſt die unleſs this be cured, 
I do not ſuppoſe that they which brought bim will bs 
ſo fooliſh as to count and number up bis other Parts 
which are ſound, and ſay, Then are not ſo many ſound Parts 
ſufficient to ſave his Life, and yet that one wounded ones 
enough to kill him? They ſay not ſo, but bring him to te © 
cured ; neither becauſe they bring him to be cured, do they 
ak the Phyſician to cure thoſe Parts which are found; but 
that be would immediately apply a Remedy to that ane Place 
4m whence Death is at hand, thong h all the other Mam 
* bers are whole, and wiileſs that be cured Death will come. 
yet S What then does it profit a Man to have a ſaund Faith, or 
oe perhaps only a ſound Sacrament of Faith, when the Sound- 
by neſs of his Charity it deſtroyed by the deadly Wound ef 
bey Schiſm, by the ſole Deſtruction ofwhich thoſe whole Barts. 
„M Ke drawn into Death? Which that it may not be, the 
os Mercy of God fails not, but has provided that through the 
0 Onity of his holy Church they may come and be healed. by _ 
* the Medicine of Reconciliation through the Bond of Peace. 
Neither let them therefore think themſelves ſound, becauſe . 
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we ſay that t have ſomething found : Nor again let them. 
ink, that 2 — is '/ be cured wi £5 SL ' 
becauſe we have ſhewed there is ſomething that is wounded. 
Therefore in the Sounaneſs of the Sacrament, becanſe-they 
are not againſt us they are for us: But in the Wound 


1 . 


F Exod. xxxii. 28. Num. Xvi. 32. I Car. Lili. a. 
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of Schiſm, becauſe. they ave not with ba riſt they ſeatter 
HI | Why do they proudly look on 9 
that are ſound? Let them alſe humbly ob 


 ceeding in this Caſe with regard to Hereticks and 


a ct 8 8 . 


y of the 


aon theſe Things 
erve their Wound, 
and not regard only that which they have, but that which 
they want, Ler them ſee hom many and hom great Thinge 
profit not, if one certain Thing be wanting, and let them 
ſee what that one Thing is; neither let them hear me, but 
the Apoſtle. + Though, ſays he, 1 ſpeak with the 
the Tongues of Men and of Angels, and have not 
Charity, I am become as ſound ing Braſs or a tinkling 
Cymbal, And though I have the Gift of Prophecy, 
and underſtand all Myſteries, and all Knowledge, 
and though I have all Faith, ſo that I could remove 
Mountains, and haye not Charity, I am nothing, 
What then does it profit them though they have an Angelick 
Poicg in ſacred Myſteries, or even the Gift of Prophecy, 


4. Calaphas and Saul, as thoſe may ſometimes prophecy 


whom the Scriptures witneſs to have been in a damnab 

State? If they not only know the Sacraments, but have 
them as Simon Magus had : I they have Faith, as.the 
Devils cenfeſſed Chriſt ; For they were not unbelieving 
when they ſaid, * What have we to. do with thee, 
thon Son of God, we knom wha thou art. If they 
gide all their Subſt ante to the Poor, as many nat only 
in the Catholic! Church, but in divers Hereſies do. If 
upon the ariſing of any Perſecution they deliver their Boa 
with us to the Flames, for the Faith which, they likewiſe 
profeſs ;, yet becauſe they do theſe things iy Separation, 
vot ſuffering together in Love, nor ſtudyiug to preſerve the 
UOmity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, therefore having 
wot Charity, even all thoſe Things cannot profit them, and 
they ſhallnot attain ta eternal Life. This Holy Father has 
here ſhewn the Reaſonableneſs of the Churches pro- 
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Schiſmaticks, that although ſhe allowed the Validity 
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of their Orders and Baptiſm and other Miniſtrations 


which they had in common with the Carbolick Church; 
yet ſhe denięd that theſe could be effectual to Salva- 
tion in Hereſy or Schiſm, becauſe there was one 
Thing wanting, and that was Charity, without 


which the/Apoſtle has taught us, that all things elſe 
are nothigg worth. And the ſame Apoſtle has alſo 
taught us, that this Charity conſiſts in prefervitg the 
Unity of the Church, which is always broken by 
Hereſy and Schiſm. And the ſetting up one Biſhop 
in Oppoſition to another, or putting a new Biſho 
jato a Biſhoprick already poſſeſſed by a Catholick Bi- 
ſhop, was ever called a Schiſm, becauſe it divided 
the Flock from the Communion of their rightful Biſhop 
with whom they ought to be always in Communion. 
And the Schiſm at Corinth, as I have ſhewed plainly, 
aroſe from ſome Mens coming, in there and drawin 
away the People from the Communion of S. Paul their 
rightful Biſhop ; in other Matters, for ought appears 
to the contrary, they were Orthodox enongh. And 
this Schiſm of the Donatiſts which S. Auguſtine wrote 
againſt, aroſe only from the ſetting up Majorinus to 
be Biſhop of Carthage, when that See was already fil- 
led by Cecilian the rightful Catholick Biſhop of that 


Church: As the Novarian Schiſm began at Rome by 


putting Nouatian into that See, whilſt it was filled 
by Cornelius the Catholick Biſhop, ' And the Church 


plainly had S. Paul's Authority, or rather the Autho- 


rity of the Holy Ghoſt to declare, that che Miniſtra- 
tion of Divine Offices in ſuch Schiſmatical Communions was 


ineffectual, that is, unprofitable to Salvation, notwith- 


ſtanding the Orders and Sacraments were in all other 
ReſpeQts valid and regular, and therefore needed not 
to be repeated upon their Reconciliatioa to Catho- 
lick Communion; and therefore whether our Orders 
are derived from. Schiſmaticks or Catholicks, it Mat- 
ders not, ſo as we be in Gatholick Communion. _. 


S L. But 
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FI. But ſays the Queriſt, There was a Schiſm kept up 
in the Weſtern Church for ſeventy Tears together; were the 
People all this Time and ſince deprived of all Benefit af 
Divine Ordinances, without their Fault ? No as to the 
Time ſince, I have ſufficiently anſwered it already; 
for the Schi/m being healed, the Word and Sacra» 
ments were rightly and duly adminiſtred by all the 
Biſhaps. and Prieſts of both Parties, whether they 
had been Schiſmatical or not; I meanas to any Defi- 
clency or Ineffectualneſs occaſioned by: the Schiſim. 
But the other Queſtion ſtill remains, Mere the People, 
or_ ſeventy Tears together, during the Time that Schiſm 
laſted, deprived of all Benefit of Divine Ordinances, 
w:thout their Fault? Now the ſame Queſtion might be 
asked with Regard to the Novatian and Donatiſt 
Schiſms which continued more than ſeventy Years. 
For the Novatian Schiſm began about the Year 251, 
when Myuatian was put into the See of Rome in Op- 
poſition to Cornelius the rightful Biſnop. and did not 
end till after 440, where Socrates finiſhes his Hiſto. 
ty, during which Time he gives us a Catalogue of 
the Novatian Biſhops at Conſta»tinople in a conſtant 
| Succeſſion one to another, and how long they conti- 
nued afterwards we do. not find. The Donatiſ® 
Schiſm began about the Year 311, when Majorinus 
was made Biſhop of Carrbage in Oppoſition to Ceci- 
lian the rightful. Biſhop, wha was before legally 
poſſeſſed. of that Chair, and continued till after the 
Conference at Carthage in the Year 471. So that 
one of theſe Schiſms continued two hundred Years 
at leaſt, and the other. above an hundred Years. Theſe 
Schiſms were formed purely upon the ſetting up An- 
ti-Biſhops in Oppoſition to the Rightful Biſhops, whos 
were before legally poſſeſſed of their Biſnopticks, 
and whom no regular Epiſcopal Synad had judged 
to have fallen from their Biſhopricks by Tranſgreſs 
- hon, Novatian alſo, ad his Party, was (as I have 
+5 before 
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before ſhewed) ſupported by Gallus and YVolufianus, 
| 2 mperors at E Time, who baniſhed Cornelius 
and Lucius, one after the other, the Rightful Bi 
of Rome, and left Novatian in the ſole Paſſeſſion. The 
Donatiſts alſo, (e) as we learn from Optatus, who has 
given us the fulleſt Account of the Riſe and Progreſs 
of that Schiſm, were ſo ſupported by the Emperor 
Julian, that they drove away the Catholick Biſhops 
ja divers Places, invaded their Churches, and kept 
Poſſeſſion of tbem. What ſhould the People da in 
theſe Caſes? The Catholick Biſhops: were driven 
away by the Sovereign Imperial Authority without 
their Fault? They could not have the Word and 
Sacraments: from -Catholick Biſhops and their Freſ- 
byters, but privately and with great Danger; but 
they might have them from the Novetians or Donatifts 
openly and without any Danger at all. The Maus 
tians and the Donatiſts miniſtred them alſo juſt in the 
fame Manner that the Catholicks did; there was nd 
manner of Difference in their Liturgies or Forms of 
Worſhip; and the People could not help it that the 
Cathalick Biſhops were diſabled from ' officiating a+ 
mong them. When therefore they received theſe 
Divine Ordinances from theſe Schiſmatical Biſhops; 
or their Prieſts, were thoſe Ordinances 'ineffeQual 
to their Salvation? Were they deprived of the Re- 
nefit of them? The Church always held they were 
ſo, and that upon the Authority of the Scriptures, 
which teach us, as S. Auguſtine has obſerved, that 
dchiſm breaks the Band of Charity, and without 
Charity all Divine Ordinances whatſoever are un- 
rofitable. But ſhall the People be deprived of this 
efit without their Fault? ln anſwer to which it may 

be asked, how this can be withour their Fault ? ls it not 
Their Fault, if they will join themſelves to Hereticks 
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or Schiſmaticks, and go to them for theſe Divine 
Ordinances, which it is is ſo plain they cannot effe- 
Qually miniſter ? It may be ſaid, perhaps, that they 
are ſo placed that they muſt receive them from ſuch 
Perſons, or not at all. Then let them not receive them 
at all: For it is no Sin if a Man receives not the Sa- 
craments, who lies under an Impoſſibility of receiving 
them; as ſuppoſe a Chriſtian to be left alone in an 
Heathen Country, which has ſometimes happen- 
ed, for many Years, will it be a Sin in him, or put 
him out of the State of Salvation, that he joins 
in no Publick Worſhip, nor receives the Holy Eu- 
chariſt for ſuch a Number of Years, or may happen 

to die in that State? But it is a Sin to make or 
abet a Schiſm, and he that joins in Divine Ordinan- 
ces with a Schiſmaticł abets and encourages the Schi ſm, 
and therefore is not deprived of the Beneſit of thoſe 
Ordinances without his Fault. But it may be he 
knows not the Migiſter from whom he receives theſe 
Ordinances is a Schiſmatick. Then it is his Fauk 
that he did not inform himſelf better: For Schiſm 
is a Thing of a Publick Nature in which any Man 
may eaſily inform and ſatisfy himſelf which is the 
Right. Thus for Inſtance, there was no Chriſtian 
at Rome but did, or at leaſt might know that Corne- 
lius was the Rightful Biſhop, being lawfully poſt 
. feſſed of the Biſhoprick, and conſecrated thereto 
after a' conſiderable Vacancy which followed- the 
Death of Fabianus: And that Novatian was not con- 
fecrated nor appointed to be Biſhop till after the 
Epiſcopal Chair was regularly filled ; conſequently 
that Novarian was the Schiſmatick, and not Cornelius, 
even though Cornelius was biniſhed by the Emperor, 
and Naveriar left in the ſole Poſſeſſion, fo far at leaſt 
that Cornelius Presbyters were forced to officiate in 
Private, not in the publick Churches for fear of the 
Emperor. However, there was no Man but might 
calily know Whether he received Divine 
25 tom 


from a Catholick or Nevatian Presbytery and conſe= 
quently whether he communicated with the Catho- 
lick or with the Schiſmatical Biſhop. : So at C 
the People all: knew that Ceciliun was their law? 
Biſhop, and Majorinus an Intruder that got Poſleſs 
ſion of the See when it was full before, conſeq a 
could not but know which was the Schiſmatick: And 
when they received: Divine Ordinances: from any 
Presbyter, they could not but know! whether be 
belonged to Cecilian or Maforinus; for they did not 
mix Communions ſo as to have it unknown to which 
Party any Presbyter belonged. And though one of 
theſe Schiſms continued above 200 Vears, and the 
other above an hundred; yet during al that Time: 
the Communions were diſtinct, (for had there been 
but one Commupion there had been no Schiſm) and 
thoſe who received Divine Ordinances knew with 
whom they communicated; and therefore if they 
would notwithſtanding receive Drwine Ordinances: 
from the Hand of thoſe who could not effect uall 
miniſter them to the Profit and Salvation of 
who received them, it cannot be ſaid that the wers? 
deprived of the Benefit of them without their own 
own Faults. And the like may be ſaid with relation 
- to thoſe who lived in the Time of the Anti- Fopes. 
If it be ſaid, that during the Time of ſo long a 
Schiſm as ſeventy, an hundred or two hundred 
Years,. many Perſons muſt be born, who being edn - 
cated in the Schiſm were, from their Infancy, taught 
to believe that to be the true Communion, Who had 
not Means or Opportunities of enquiring into the 
Original of the Schiſm, and who hearing one Story 
from one Party, and another from the other Party; 
were unable to judge which was right and which 
was wrong: If they did continue in the Schiſma- 
tical Communion, ſhall we ſay, that they were 
deprived of the Benefit of the Divine Ordinances 
when it is ſo apparent that it was. not their own 
e | _ Faults? 
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0 'The-Jadependency of the 

Faults ? It may be anſwered, That though this may 
mitigate or extenuate the Fault, yet it does not 
make it nd Fault at all; for though it may be difficult 
fot u Man that has been prejudiced: by an unhappy 
Etveition to find the Truth, as having been ſo per- 
ſwaded from the Beginning that he was in the Right, 
chat perhaps he never made it a _— that poſſibly 
be might be in the wrong; yet this does not wholly 
excuſe him if he ſnould be in the Wrong, becauſe he 
nevet made any Enquiry about it, or thought that 
he had Occaſion to enquire. (4) Such a Perſon may 
poſſibly obtain Mercy, as S. Pan did, becauſe what 
he does he does ignorantly. But our Saviour has 
tauglit us, That even Ignorance will not wholly ex- 
cyſe us in Matters relating to God, (e) For that Ser- 
vum which knows: not his Lord's Mil, aud therefore 


oer commit Things' worthy of Stripes, ſhall be beuten, 


wough but with few Stripes. What Allowances God 
muy make to thoſe that ate invincibly ignorant, or 


want Means of better Iuformation, we cannot ſay; 


we may hope well indeed, but we have no Word of 
God to direct us: It is the Duty of Miniſters of the 
Geſpel to inform the Ignorant, but it is no Part of 
their Duty to tell them that they are ſafe in their 
Ignorance ; if it was, it would be as well or better 


ts let them continue Ignorant ſtill, rather than trou- 


ble with uſeleſs Knowledge; fer it muſt be uſe- 
teſs If they can be as ſafe without it. And indeed to 
Ask Whether all who lived and died in Schiſm were 
utterly deprived of the Benefit of afl Divine Ordi- 
nahces is no other than an Invidious Queſtion, 
which makes nothing to the Merits of the Cauſe. 
Thus, if 4 would convert an Heathen, and in order 


| thixero ſhould tell him, that unleſs he becomes a Chri- 


de cannot be ſaved ; (f) That there is none other 


— 1 
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Church upon the State, c. 11 
Name under Heaven givem among Men whereby we m 
| be ſaved, but only the Name of Jeſus Chriſt ; Sener 3s 
there Salvation in any other. And in Anſwer to it he 
ſhould ſay, What are my Friends and Relations then 
damned, who lived and died in the Religion which 1 
profeſs, and who, 1 am ſure, led as goed Lives, 
and were as juſt and honeſt in their Dealings as 2 
Chriſtians? Did all their good: Works, their Pray« 
ers and their Alms avail them nothing, becauſe the) 
did not believe in Jeſus Chriſt, which was none of 
their Fault, for they never heard of him? Are all thoſe 
many Nations of the World, in which the — 
never preached, or at leaſt has not been preached 
for many hundreds of Years; to be deprived ef . 
Hopes of Happineſs hereafter, becauſe they believe 
not in Chriſt, although they were never informed 
that there was ſuch a Perſon; and therefore 509 
cannot charge this Unbelief upoh"them as a'Fault? 
The fame / e faid of 1 Jew⸗ — 
tan, many of Which never had Opportunity to her 
one Word of Chriſt, and theſe Heathens, Jews and 
Mahometans are much more numerdus thah af the = 
Seas of Chriſtians put together, and many of them 
as ſtrict and exemplary in their Lives as the very belt 
of Chriſtians, and do you damit all theſe to the Pit 
of Hell for that which is not their own Fault? What 
would allthis ſignify to the Merits of the Cauſe, whes 
ther the Chriſtian is the only true Religion? HI can 
prove the Scriptures to be the Word of God, and cn 
ſhew from thoſe Scriptures that Salvation is to be ot 
tained through Jeſus Chriſt alone, then all theſe Quel 
ſtions are impertinent and nothing tothe Purpoſr. 
And I ſhould not ſeruple to tell an Heather wh 
mould ask ſuch Queſtions by way of Objection to the 
Truths of Cbriſtianity; That how merciful ſbever 
God might be to his Forefathers, or any other lixing 
and dying in Heatheniſm, who had no Means of better 
Information, and tho' 1 would not go abont te limit 
a : God's 
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God's: Mercies upon any Occaſion, yet if he obſti: 1 > 
nately refuſed Inſtruction, I ſhould aſſure him, that I 
it would be worſe with him than with them, (g) be- 5 


cauſe having the Means of knowing bis Lord's Mill, yet 
be would not prepare himſelf, nor do according to his Mill; 
and that therefore he ſhould by beaten with many Stripes, 
For how far ſoever invincible Ignorance: may prove 
an Excuſe for them, he is uncapable of making that 
Plea, ſince he might be better informed if he would; 
And the ſame might an Orthodox. Catholick: Chriſtian 
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have ſaid to a Novatian or Donati}, or the Follower. f 
of an Auti- Pope when thoſe Schiſms were on Foot, if y 
he had asked if the People af thoſe Schiſmatical Com- Fn 
munions were for ſeyenty, an hundred, or two hun- b 
dred Years deprived of the Benefit of Divine Ordi- E 
nances without their Fault? That, whatever became l 
of the People who neither did nor could know bet- - 
ter, this would be no Excuſe for him that had an li 
Opportunity of being better informed. That S. Paul 8: 
has taught us that Schiſm breaks the Bond of Charity, R 
and that without Charity all our Doings are nothing 6 
worth; that this is the Rule we are to walk by, and b 
that therefore where there is a Schiſm formed it be- A 
hoves us to take heed that we adhere to the true Coms P 
munion; for if we ſhould happen to be of the Schiſ- R 
matical Side we break the Band of Charity, and F 
then the Scriptures tell us the Conſequence; and t 
therefore it is impertinent to ask what is become of 1 
thoſe who have died in the Schiſm, believing them · t 
{elves to be in the Right, and who continued in it; * 

s we may ſuppoſe, without Fault, becauſe they It 
83 no better. We muſt follow the Rule preſcri- b 
bed to us by the Scripture, and for thoſe who de- » 
viate from that Rule, when they are gone hence . 
they are gone to receive their Judgment from God, 5 
; PEE. n W © BE; 652305 2 22 
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and 


and to his Judgment we muſt leave them. But the 
Scripture Rule muſt be our Guide, and not the Pra- 
ctice of Men, how great an Opinion ſoever we may 
have of them. Neither muſt we be 9 1 of con- 
demning Schiſm, becauſe the Schifmaticks may be the · 
greater Number, or becauſe they may have the ſe- 
cular Magiſtrate of their Side. The Novatians and 
the Donatiſts were, at ſome Times and in ſome Pla- 
ces, the moſt powerful Party, and had the Empe- 
rors of their Side, and yet were as much Schiſmaticks 
then as at any other Time. The Arias, during the 
Reigns of Conſt antius and Yalens, that is above thirty 
Years, were the moſt numerous and powerful Party 
of Chriſtians in the Eaſt, and the World ſeemed to 
be all of their Communion, yet were they no leſs 
Hereticks and Schiſmaticks under thoſe Emperors 
than they were under Gratian and Theodoſius, by 
whom they were caſt out of the Poſſeſſion of the pub- 
lick Churches. So alſo in this Realm, the Papiſts 
were much the moſt numerous and powerful in the 
Reign'of Queen Mary, and their Religion alſo was 
eſtabliſhed by Parliament, and yet it would have 
been as ſinful and asSchiſmatical in that Reign to have 
deſerted the Reform'd Biſhops and have joined the 
Popiſh ones, as it would have been before in the 
Reign of King Edward VI, or was afterward in the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, or any Time ſince: For 
the Scripture has taught us, (h) that we ſhall not follow 
a Multitude to do Evil: Becauſe though to follow 
the moſt numerous Party may be generally a Means 
| to deliver us from the Vengeance of the greateſt of 

Men, if our Offence be only againſt Man; yet Num- 
bers can never ſecure us from the Vengeance of God, 
who can as eaſily puniſh many as few. 


(h) Exod, M7 * : 
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$ LI. Thus have I endeavoured to ſtate and main» 
tain the Independency of the Church and her Paſtors 
upon the Civil Magiſtrate, as to its pure. Spiritual 
Powers. And becauſe the chief Objection againſt 
this Independency ſeemed to be drawn from a miſta- 
ken Notion, that our Church acknowledged the So- 
vereign of this Realm, whether King or Queen, for 
its fopreme Head, I thought proper to ſnew, that 
though there was once an Act of Parliament which 
did give our Kings that Title, yet it was ſoon 
thought convenient to lay it aſide, and that Queen 
Elizabeth, who was as jealous of her Prerogative as 
any Prince whatſoever, did not only think impro- 
per to reaſſume it, but did alſo expreſly declare, that 
it could not be given to any mortal Aan; and therefore, 
that from her Time, when the Reformation was ful 
ly fettled, down to theſe Days, that Title has not 
been any Part of the Regal Stile of the Princes af 
this Realm, confequently that we are under no legal 
bg 5 whatſoever to own or acknowledge any 
ſuch Title to belong to them. I alfo thought conve- 
nient to ſhew, that as ſhe diſowned the Title, fo ſhe 
alſo difowned all Claim to any Spiritual Authority 
when ſhe confirmed the xxxix Articles of the Church, 
wherein it was declared, that our Princes only 
claimed a Power to reſtrain, with the Civil Sword, 
the ſtubhorn and evil Doers. Conſequently what- 
ever Penalties the Civil Magiſtrate does or can inflid, 
are only of a Ciyil Nature, and therefore can diſſolve 
only ſuch Relations and Obligations as are Civil and 
Temporal. From whence it follows, that when the 
Civil Power deprives or diſpoſſeſſes a Man of his Bi- 
ſhoprick, it can only deprive him of thoſe Temporal 
Rights which haye been annexed to it by the Bounty 
of our Kings and Princes, ſuch as his Seat in the 


Houſe of Peers, the Title of Lord, and the actual 


Poſſeſſion of the Lands and Revenues belonging to 
. the 
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the See, becauſe they are ſubject to the outward 


- Farce of the Temporal Power, which he myſt not 
. forcibly reſiſt, But as to the Spiritual Relation 
which he has to that Flock over which he preſides 
g as their Paſtor; as that was not given him by the 
F Temporal Power, ſo neither can the Civil Power 


take it away and give it to another. Bis Spiritual 
Relation to his People ſtill remains the ſame it was; 
1 and if they forſake him to receive another Paſtor, they 
are guilty of the Spiritual Crime of Schiſm, which 


is the Breach of Charity, and makes all Miniſtrations 
4 of the Word and Sacraments ineffectual and unope- 


rative till that Breach is healed. This neceſſarily 
* brought me into a Diſcourſe of Schiſin, and oblige 
me to ſhew, from the Scriptures and the Practice 
the Primitive Church to the Time of the Council of 
Nie, that the Primitive Biſhops always logked upon 
thoſe as Schiſmaticks, who ſet up other Biſhops in 
Oppoſition to thoſe who were before rightfully poſe 
ſeſs d of their Biſnopricks, and had not fallen from 
them by Tranſgreſſion, of which Tranſgreſſion the 
| Synod or College of Neighbouring Biſhops were, by 
our Saviour himſelf, made the proper and only 
Judges. And that all Biſhops or others who ſet yp 
ſuch intruding Biſhops, and adhered to, or commu- 
nicated with them, were looked upon as Schiſma- 
ticks: And that it did not matter though the May 
jority or greater Number made this Defection, tho 
they had got Poſicſſion of all the publick Churches 
and of all the Revenues belonging to the Church, 
and were ſupported and protected by the Emperors, 
the Schiſm was always judged to be made by them 
who ſet up the other, or intruding Biſhops, in Op- 
poſition to thoſe who were firſt legally poſſeſt, 
although they taught no new Doctrine nor made any 
Alteration in the Offices of the Church, as we have 
ſeen in the Caſe of the Nevatians and Donariſts. And 
indeed it muſt be ſo if the Church be independent 
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116 The Independency of the 


on the State as to its pure Spiritual Powers, as l 
think I have proved it to be, and as it is ſo plainly 


acknowledged to be in our Articles, which have been 


folemnly confirmed by all the Authority in this 


Realm, both Spiritual and Temporal. _ 


8 LIl. Now the Deſign of theſe Papers, as I de- 
clared at the Beginning, being to perſwade the Go- 


' vernors of our Church, if poſſible, to bring our o- 


therwiſe excellent Reformation nearer to the Primi- 


tive Standard than it yet is, and to ſupply thoſe De- 


ficiencies which ſeem yet wanting to make her 
exactly conformable to the Times of the Council of 
Nice, (when there was but one Communion of the 
Catholick Church all the World over; when, as 
(i) the Emperor Conſtantine obſerv'd, there was but 
one and the ſame Faith, Doctrine and Diſcipline in 
Rome, Italy, Africa, Egypt, Spain, and Britain, in Ly- 
bia and all Grecia, in the Aſiatick Dioceſe, and in 
Pontus and Cilicia: In which Council were preſent 
Biſhops, not only from all theſe Places, bur alſo from 
Phœnicia, Arabia and Paleſtine, and in ſhort from 
every Province of that prodigious Empire ; nay, 


(k) from Perſia and Scythia alſo, large Countries | 


beyond the Bounds of the Empire ; all which Biſhops 
meeting from ſo many diſtant Countries, held at 
that Time the ſame Faith and the ſame Communion, 
(and no Faith or Communion ſince ſet up, has ever 
extended ſo far: ) And the moſt likely Way to bring 
this to paſs, being to enquire into all thoſe Uſages 
which were then known to be obſerv'd in the 
Church agreeably to Scripture, and to reſtore ſuch 
of them as we now want: | have firſt, in order 
thereto, conſider d the Independency of the Church 
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(i) Euſeb. de vit. Conſtantin. 1. 3. c. 18. 
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upon the State, as to its pure Spiritual Powers 
which I think I have ſufficientiy proved to have 


been at that Time the known uniform Doctrine of 


the whole Church: And it is alſo the plain Doctrine 
of the Church of England declared in her Articles. 
But though we are right as to the Doctrine, yet [ 
know not how it ſeems generally to be miſunderſtood 
by the People, who having gotten a Notion, that he 
King is Supreme Head of the Church, being told ſo by 
too many of the Clergy from the Pulpit, fanſie there- 
fore that the King muſt have all Spiritual Power, or 
all the Power of the Church veſted in him, and that 
our Biſhops and Clergy derive all their Power to mi- 
niſter the Word and Sacraments from him. For 
which Reaſon 1 judged it neceſſary to be very parti- 
cular on this Head, not to rectify any Defect which 
may ſeem to bein the Doctrine of our Church, which 


is clear and plain in this Point, but to rectify thoſe 


Miſtakes which the People, and 1 wiſh I could not 
alſo ſay, many of the Clergy likewiſe, have been led 
into, contrary to the Doctrine of the Church. All 
therefore | have aimed at in my Diſcourſe on this 
Head is to rectify this Miſtake, and to deſire the 
Clergy to inform both themſelves and the People of 
the true Nature of and Diſference between Temporal 
and Spiritual Power: That the Temporal Power 
affects the Bodies, Lives and Eſtates, and the Spiri- 
tual Power only the Souls of the People: Phat the 
Temporal Power alone can judge what Religion ſhall 
be eſtabliſned by the Civil Laws: That the Civil 
Magiſtrate will judge who ſhall poſſeſs the Tempo- 
ral Revenues. annexed to the publick Churches or 
Edifices erected for publick Worſhip, and who ſhall 
be permitted to officiate in thoſe Churches, and who 
not. But thut ſuch Temporal Eſtabliſhment makes 
not a Religion true or falſe: For if it did, then Popery 
would be the true Religion in Hauce and Spaing Ma- 
hometiſm would be the true Religion iu Tun key and in 
| $4 Perſia, 
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Perſia, and Heatheniſm would be ſo in China or Fas. 
pan. And therefore though the Magiſtrates Power 
is irreſiſtible by any Humane Force, when he extends 


it to all Religions, and to all Caſes of Religion, and 
takes upon him to judge whether a Man deſerves 


Fine or Impriſonment, Bonds or Death, even in a 
Spiritual Cauſe, or in a Spiritual Perſon; yet his 
Determination in ſuch Matters does not affect the 
State of Things ſo as to make that wrong which was 


right, or that right which was wrong. Thus when 


Queen Mary aboliſhed the Reformation in this Realm 


and ſet up Popery in its ſtead, ſhe thereby indeed gave 


the Popiſh Prieſts and Biſhops the actual Poſſeſſion of 
the Cathedrals and Pariſh-Churches, and all the 


| Revenues belonging to them: But ſhe could not there- 
by give them any Right to miniſter the Word and 


Sacraments to the People, they were as much bound 


to receive that Word and thoſe Sacraments from the 
Biſhops and Prieſts of the true reformed Church of 


England during her Reign, as they were in the Reign 
of her Brother King Edward VI, when thoſe Biſhops 
and Prieſts poſſeſſed the Cathedral and Pariſh - Church- 
es. Neither when Queen Eliæabeth deprived or diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed the Popiſh Biſhops, and reſtored the Biſhops 
and Prieſts of the reformed Church of England to the 
Poſſeſſion of the Cathedral and Pariſh-Churches, and 


the Revenues annexed to them, did that give them 
any new Spiritual Power which they had not before? 


it only enabled them to diſcharge their Duties to the 


People more comfortably. The Spiritual Relation 


betwixt them and their People was the ſame in the 
Reign of Queen Mary when they were ejected, that 
it was in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth when they 


_ werereſtored.. It is true, in Queen Mary's Reign they 
were forced to fly into Foreign Parts, or hide them- 


ſelves at home, and fo could not actually attend their 
Flocks, as when they were protected by the State: 


TT 
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But this by no means diſſolved the Relation detwixt 
them and their Flocks; and. ſuch of their Flocks as 
kept ſteady to them, and refuſed to join with the 
schiſmatical Popiſh Prieſt; thereby teſtifying their 
firm Adherence to the Rightful Reformed Commu- 
nion, though they could not actually partake of the 
Word and Sacraments, by reaſon of the Violence 
and Force both Paſtors and People then lay under, 
yet were, no doubt, accepted by God as if they had 
received them : (1) even as thoſe ſeven thouſand in J- 
rael were accepted by God, ' becauſe they had not 
bowed the Knee to Baal, although they could not go 
toWorſhipat Jeruſalem, there to offer their Sacriſices, 
which anſwer'd to our Sacraments z or receive that 
Bleſſing (m) which God had given his Prieſts Com» 
mandment to pronounce unto his People, and upon 
the Pronunciation of which, by his Prieſts, he pro- 
miſed his Bleſſing. - Sacraments are poſitive Inſtitu- 
tions appointed by God as Means of our Salvation; 
but then they are to be received duly and regularly, 
not Schiſmatically: And therefore we had better 
not receive them at all than irregularly and in Schiſm; 
and if God puts us into ſuch Circumſtances that we 
can receive them no otherwiſe than in Schiſm, it ſhall 
not be imputed as a Crime if we receive them not; 
but to receive in Schiſm is ſuch a Crime as makes 
all our good Actions nothing worth. Thus we find, 
that, when God permitted any of his choſen People, 
the Jews, to be led Captive, or placed in any ſuch 
Circumſtances as hindred them from going to Wor- 
ſhip at Jeruſalem, he nevertheleſs vouchſafed them 
his particular Grace and Favour; as he did to Daniel 
and his three Friends, and other good Men in the Ba- 
r byloniſh Captivity: But hen Men, becauſe they could 
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not go to Jeruſalem and receive a Bleſſing from the 
regular Prieſts of the Houſe of Aaron, would carry 
their Offerings to Dan or Bethel, that they might re- 

ceive a Bleſſing from Jeroboam's Prieſts; God was 
ſo far from accepting them as he did the Children of 
the Captivity, who were content to wait with Pa- 
tience for their Reſtoration to the true Worſhip, 
and would rather omit thoſe poſitive Inſtitutions 
than practice them irregularly, that this irregular, 
Schiſmatical Worſhip provoked God to caſt them 
out of his Sight. () Now all theſe Things happened un- 
10 them for Enſamples: And they are written for our 
Admonition: That we may learn to avoid Schiſmati« 
cal Communion, and to know, that when God has put 
us into ſuch Circumſtances as we cannot worſhip him 
publickly according to his Will, nor aſſemble toge- 
ther under the Conduct of his Regular and Rightful 
Prieſts, he will accept vs rather if we live without 
Publick Worſhip, than if we aſſemble for ſuch Wor- 
ſhip in an irregular Schiſmatical Way. In ſuch Ca- 
ſes we muſt do the beſt we can, we muſt aſſemble as 
long and as often as we can under our regular Prieſts 
and when we are entirely barred even from that, 
we mult be content to wait with Patience till God 
mall ſee fit to reſtore us to the Exerciſe of our Wor- 
ſhipin the true Communion, even as the Jews waited 
ſeventy Years in their Captivity ; during which Time 
God accepted their private Worſhip and vouchſafed 
his Gifts and Graces to them, not imputing the 
Want of Publick Worſhip to them as a Crime: For 
they wanted it only becauſe it was then impoſlible to 
have it in God's Way. And this was plainly the 
Caſe of the reformed Church of England in the Reign 
of Queen Mary; The Miniſters of the Reformed 
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Church of England: aſſembled privately where they 
could, and uſed their own Liturgy which was com- 
piled in the Reign of King'Edward VI. and where 
they could not do that, they contented themſelves 
with their own private Prayers, till —— God to 
reſtore to them the publick Exerciſe of their Religion. 
But thoſe who complied in Queen Mary's Reign, and 
becauſe they could not have the Word and Sacra- 
ments from the Righttul Reformed' Biſhops and 
Prieſts of the Church of England, choſe rather, than 
go without them, to receive them from the Popiſn, 
Heretical, Schiſmatical Prieſts then poſſeſſed of the 
Churches, cannot be juſtified for fo doing. For it 
was not the two contrary Laws of Queen Mary and 
Queen Elizabeth, by which the Popiſh and the Re- 
formed Biſhops were, in their Turns, ſet up and put 
down, that made the one Right and the other Wrong, 
but it was their being of the Right or Wrong Com- 
munion that laid an Obligation on the Conſciences 
of the People to adhere to them or not. Though 
our Kings, with their Parliaments, have it in their 
actual Power to diſpoſe of Lives and Eſtates, and all 
Temporalties as they pleaſe, and upon what Occa- 
ſions, or in what Cauſes they pleaſe, whether Tem- 
poral or Spiritual, and are accountable to God only 
tor their Actions; yet they cannot alter the Nature of 
Things, and make that Right which is Wrong, or 
Wrong which is Right. They can (though it would 
be the higheſt Wickedneſs if they ſnould) make a 
Law to aboliſh Chriſtianity and fer up Mahometiſm, if 

they think fit; for they have no Superior on Earth 
to forbid the making ſuch a Law; they can, as Queen 
Mary and her Parliament did, aboliſn the Reformed 
Church of Engiand and eſtabliſh Popery, but ſuch 
Acts will not make Mahometiſm or Pojery the true 
Religion, A Popiſh Biſhop or Prieſt, though, by 
virtue of ſuch an Ad, he may get the e 
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of 'a Church, and the Edifice or Church itſelf into 
his Poſſeſſion, yet will have no Right to the Spiritual 
Obedience of the People, nor can they lawfully re- 
ceive the Word and Sacraments at his Hands. The 
Church was inſtituted by Chriſt, and was ſettled by 
him and his Apoſtles without the Leave of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, or asking any Licence from him. It 
continued 300 Years to exerciſe its Spiritual Power 
and Authority even in Oppoſition to him, and 
notwithſtanding: ail his Edicts againſt it. It was ſo 
long, as is allowed on all Hands, independent upon 
him, and was; coaſtituted to be fo by Chriſt him- 
ſelf, and I have never read that he has, in any Age 
ſince, declared that it ought to be dependent, and [ 
am ſure a leſs Authority than his cannot make it ſv. 
He is ſole Head of the Church, and fent his Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors as the Father ſent him, thereby 
 Plainly committing or delegating his Power to rate 

and govern the Church to them as his Deputies. 
Hence the Spiritual Power of Biſhops and Prieſts is 
plainly derived. And when it can be ſhewed, that 
Chriſt has, in this or any Manner, delegated a like 
Power to Princes, I ſhall then readily acknowledge 
that they have a Spiritual Power alſo ; but till I fee- 
ach a Proof, I muſt think that thoſe, to whom Chrift 
committed that Power at firſt independeat on all the 
Princes of the World, muſt have it ſtill independent 
upon them alſo. e 55 


S LIlI. Neither are the Clergy to be accuſed of 

Pride and Ambition for claiming ſuch an Indepen- 
dent Power; for if their Commiſhon is from Chriff 
independent on the Civil Magiſtrate, as I conceive 
I have proved it to be, then is it not Pride or Am- 
bition, but a Duty in them to maintain and aſlert it 
to be ſo: For every Commiſſion is a Truſt, and 
therefore not to aſſert and maintain it when it is 
queſtioned, is to betray a Truſt. Whoever 955 an 
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Office to any Man, commits to his Truſt all Mattets 
appertaining to that Office: And he that undertakes 
the Office obliges himſelf to diſcharge the Trult. 
But if his Commiſſion be queſtioned, he cannot gifs 
charge his Truſt without aſſerting and maintain 
his Commiſſion ; and if he does not do it, he betra 
and renounces the Authority of him from whont he 
received it. Whenever therefore the Biſhops aud 
Paſtors of the Church of Chriſt find that Commiſſion 
they have received from Chriſt to becalled in Que. 
ſtion, whenever they find their Authority to preach 
the Word and adminiſter the Sacraments, as the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, to be denied, when Biſhops legally ſet 
over a Flock, according to the Inſtirution of Feſks 
Chriſt, are forbidden to take any further Care of that 
Flock; and others pretend a better Right to it that 
themſelves : ks is not Pride and Ambition in them 
to inſiſt upon their Right, and to declare; that has 
ving received their Authority from Chriſt, they can 
not be diveſted of it but according to his Laws, and 
thoſe Rules he left with his Church for that Purpoſe; 
and not to inſiſt upon their Right in ſuch a Caſe is to 
betray their Truſt; and it is not barely to give up 
their own Authority, but the Authority of Chrift, 
_ when-any other Power than his or one derived from 
him ſhall pretend to vacate his Commiſſion. This 
was S. Paul's Caſe, when his Apoſtleſhip and Right 
over the Church of Corinth was queſtioned; he thought 
it then neceſſary to aſſert his Authority and maintain 
his Right, as I have largely ſhewed; and (9) to let 
them know, that, though he was not one of the 
Twelve which our Lord choſe in his Life-time her 
on Earth, yet he was not a whit behind the very chieſsft 
Fgoftles. And this he did and ſaid by the Inſpiration 
of the Holy Ghoſt, (p)the Author of all Scripture. 
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The Holy-Ghoſt therefore having authorized and 
obliged us to maintain and aſſert the Authority of 
our Commiſlion, and not to yield it up whenever it 
is queſtioned or denied, it is no Pride and Ambition 
in us to do ſo, but our Duty; and if we do not do it 
we have juſt Reaſon to fear the Vengeance of God for 
cowardly betraying that Truſt he has committed to 
us. And if Men will nevertheleſs call us proud and 
ambitious on this Account, that Accuſation is no 
other than a malicious Calumny and Reproach, ſuch 
as the faithful Servants of Chrif, and eſpecially his 
Miniſters, muſt be content to bear ; but they muſt 
not therefore, for fear of ſuch Slanderous Accuſa- | 
tions, tamely give up their Truſt and deſert their 
Flocks, becauſe they may be-called Names for cha- 
lenging a Right over them as derived from Cbriſt; 
whereas the Scripture plainly teaches us, that when 
a Flock has been regularly committed to any Perſons 
by Apoſtolical or Epiſcopal Hands, it is not Man, 
but God () the Holy Ghoſt that makes them Overſeers 
of that Flock. For theſe Elders of Epheſus, to whom 
S. Paul ſaid theſe Words, were not immediately 
called by Chriſt to that Office as the Twelve Apoſtles 
were, or by any immediate Call, by a Voice from 
Heaven, as S. Pal himſelf, or by any other miracu- 
lous Means, but had been only appointed to that 
Office by, S. Paul, or ſome other of the Apoſtles, 
(r) whoſe Practice it was to ordain Elders in every 
Church. And yet S. Paul ſcruples not to ſay, that it 
was the Holy-Ghoſt which had made them Overſeers of 
the Flock. Becauſe the Holy Ghoſt had directed the 
Apoſtles to ordain Elders and Presbyters ia that 
Manner: And therefore the appointing Men to that 
Office by an A poſtle or Biſhop being not an humane 
Inſtitution taken up by the Apoſtles upon meer pru- 
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dential Reaſons, but by Divine Directions and Au- 
thority, the Office and Commiſſion is truly ſaid to 
be from the Holy-Ghoſt, though conferred by the 
Miniſtry of Men. Conſequently it is no Pride or 
Ambition to ſay, That the Offices of Bifhops and Preſ- 
byters, and their Right to feed ſuch Flocks, as by 
Apoſtolical or Epiſcopal Hands are committed to 
them, is derived from God, and therefore not to be 
taken from them in any other Way than ſuch as he 
has authorized in his Holy Word. If Pride and 
Ambition is to be charged upon any Clergy, it is 
moſt juſtly chargeable upon thoſe who affe& to get 
into the higheſt Stations of the Church by flattering 
the Civil Powers, and endeavouring to make them 

and the World believe, that all Power, Spiritual as 
well as Temporal, is derived only from them, that 

ſo by their Help and: Aſſiſtance: they may at leaſt get 
the Temporal Poſſeſſions and Honours which, by 

the Bounty of Pious and Religious Princes have been 
ſettled on the Church. The Office: of a Biſhop or 
Prieſt, though it carry a Divine Authority with it, 
is an Office of Labour; and therefore S. Paul ſays, 
( He that deſireth the Office of a Biſhop,  deſireth a good 
Work. He then that deſireth the Work, is not ac- 
cording to 8. Paul's Teſtimony, proud and ambi- 
tious. But he, that by indirect Means, ſuch as giving 

up to Temporal Princes, all that Power which Chriſt 
veſted in his Apoſtles and their Succeſſors the Bi- 
ſhops, ſeeks to. advance himſelf, cannot be excuſed 
from Pride and Ambition: Fa, \ 
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a Sermon ately Publiſh'd by the Ld. Bp. of Bangor on the 


ſame 
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by Daniel Foe, Author or the Review, To which is added, 
the Diſſenters r in Principles with the Papiſts. 
By William Robertſon, M A. late Aa Diſſenting Teacher. 


ter Application of St. Athanaſin?s Reaſ 


i - againſt whom they have been produced, are inſerted. I 


| «of, the 'be 


AI 


Diſſenters Self. Condennt'd 1 Bein a a full . to pe. "I 
laune s Plea for the Nonconformiſt lately recommended 


Price 22. | 
The Mire and the Grown; oria wa Diſinction betweeh 
them.. Ina Letterto 2 Member of Convocation. 1 Two 
Parts. Price 10 d. | 

The Principles of Deiſm renreſented,; and ſet in 2 cha 
Light. In Two Dialogues between a Sceptick and Dei. 
The iſ concerning Chriſtian Revelation; The 2d concem- * 
Natural Religion The Second Edition. Price 1. 60. 

t. Athanaſius 8 Fon Orations: againſt the Ariant, add his 7 
Orarion- againſt rhe-Genti/es, Tranſlated fron the Original 2 
Greek, by Mr. Same! Parler. In Two: Vo 10 
which the Tranſlator has refix d 2 a” the 8 4 


with a few Queries recommended to Mr. Mien 8 2 1 
deration; and a Confutation of his i impious Docttänes, in 
a Table of References from Mr. Whifon' s ng to the = 
Orations aforeſaid. © Price g. 4 
Bibliotheca Biblica: Being a Commentary u pen all p A 
Books of the Old and New Teſtament, . out of the # 
* itir of Fathers, and Eecle Hiſtorians, and 1 1 
of Councils down to the Year of our Lord 451, being 

x — of the 4th General | Council 3 and Lower as Oceaſion & 
may r rar Comptehending the Proper, Allegorical- ar 
Myſtick, and Moral Import ar the Text, as delivered or 1 
illuſtrated in .[the-wrirings and Monuments aforeſaid, 
in ſuch a Manner that, to hear, the Senſe of ſeveral (. 
. mentors in the ſame, the Names only of thoſe that a, 
witl a firſt in it, are mention d, to avoid T n, 4 
-- and Sher ſuch Texts as have been wade Uſe of the Antients 3} 
5 againſt any Hercſies,- the Denomination of the Hereticks | 


Io which are added panda gc Diſcourſes upon he 
- Authors: and Autheidiekneſs of the Books, the. Time of 


their beidg Wrinefi, &+. extracted, for the moſt Part, ont I 
2 Authors 2 have writ upon thoſe e. 44 
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